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DF.D1C4TED 


TO 


NAWAB RAHHID ALI KHAN 


<<> 



o 


'■Oiwab Ratshid All Khai], pi^^ntly Mini&hGr 
for Health, Government ot SEnc^OfirtrMeiJiately after 
iissLimptior. el office, annou ncemSpia t bo vvoeid regu¬ 
larly donate hb rronthly sa^|^P to Ed hi TruKl. In 
thi& afie of TTiateriaUsm, a. very comiTjendafaicr 

act on the part el a and shows the trust 

that he reposes in Institution. Persons like 

him who value theices oF organ Isa Lions that 
are honestly and S^^crely working for the benetst 
of humanity, and who lurnish proof of their confi¬ 
dence in them m such a man nor, deserve our whoie 
“hearted appreciation and respect. 
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PRESS INTERNATJO.NAL 
AT A GLANCE 

Mehran Press Iniernatlonal (MPI) was estab^ 
ll.'sihf’d tTT 19li5. it h&s as its main objective the 
puhlicatlon oi books oti personalities aoci^tcstitutioris 
Mint have blstinj^uiEhcd themselves field ol 

un,jcia] 'iervice, during the lifetime ot^uch inJividu- 
iils. Aft a first step ir: that direclio^^it has publish¬ 
ed in 193^5 a hook in Urdu on Ed hi entitled 

I'' Mualana Edhi-A Personal!^?'a Character^', and 

another " k Spark in the on Mr. Francis X, 

Lobo, Chai rrna n ► Paki sE a”^ Red Crescent Societ v • 
Sind. This year (l9Hli^another book on Maular.a 
IJdhi, r.ov.' in your ha,|i0<5j has been published simul^ 
taneously in five ia^^ttages; English, Arabic, Urdu, 
Sindhi and Ctulra^^'"^ 

About 35 notable individuals and in&titutiqtis 
ot Karachi engaged in social service are the subject 
of another SOO-page bnok ^Burning Tourches'\ ex- 
pBcted. to bo published early next year (19SS). 

will InshaAlliah continue to bring out publi¬ 
cations about people who are playing an active 
and noteworthy role in ihe field of social sorvieo- 

Now. by the Grace of God^ MPl has internatio¬ 
nally launched a featuro service. The International 
Feature Service of Pakistan (IFSOP) will < supply 
feaHires, gratis, internationally as well as within 
Pakistan» 
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F. O R K W (> a D 


Tlie ijubiticL Lj; this book is not an ■angel bji 
a nurrtan bein^ and thy-L hui-nan bc?ing is one who 
has <-Led;cated bis life 'i'J the service oi fellow human 
beings. Abdus Sattar Eshi, has been in the lield 
of social service ton the past 3B years* but my 
first ooportunity to meet him was only three' years 
backr in 194, Being rr.ticb younger In agt, :t :s 
hnrdiy possible ftir jne to encompass; Ib.e long span 
□I time he has spent serving the cause ot h-iman’ty. 


Tn 19H6 1 published a on him entitled 

"Mauiana bdhi-A Personalitif^a Character'’. To 

c-ollecl fictoai material for J spent quite a tew 
months observing him and '4iis w’ork and visiting, 
the vririouH social centres set op by him. 

During all those visits, '%c never ofl'isrsd me even 
one cup of tea, Fo’^-^he preparatLorj of this book, 
now in your handily which is being published alter 
about a year ahd' a hall'r simultaneously in five 
languagtjs. E^^ISIK ARABTC, URDU. SlNDHl and 
CUJRATI, more visits had to be made to nl.^ 

otfice and to the CentreSj often in his company. 
Howevert i .ilways found him the same, unchanging 
Edhi. Since this might give some readers thv im- 
presGiGo that he is rather uncourteou^. I must 

hurry to say that be has so moulded his life as to 

refrain from drinking tea at any of his Centres or 
offering it to any of his visitors. This is just one 
O-f the principles cif his clean and honest iite, Tliat 
is why his attitude dicB not give rise to any com- 
plain 1 Oft my part. On the contrary. It added to 
the regard and respect 1 had "for him in rr.y heart. 
During my journalistic life, I have had several 
occasions t'O interview people belonging to the field 

of social service but never have I met one like 

Ahdus Sattar Edhi, 
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Abdu5 Sjittar Ed hi talking with tht^ KxcL-Litive 
EflHor of Mo hran P^resf? 1 nt-ernfitiona.] 
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/\bdus SattiiT* Edhi with his sons* Qutb ^ind 
S’ai^al. 
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Edhi as a young man. 
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A bdus yaticir Ed hi 
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Bilqees Ed hi 


shortly before her marriage 
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Sahr^v/Golb Centre. 'J’hffir m^iiL is ’ased to 
feed the poor, tfie s’r.k and thf^ decrepit. 
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of children aged 5 to IZ years. J 25 children 
Une in this centre where they elJvW receive 
eduction and trrsininj^ in various trades and 
skills. 
















Ajioi^?-''riqtrT eitji ht inrj iijjrj poo[g 
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A d(-r. : :ic‘ r 5ii c kl ng ugj v/airjun in Mittiadtii’ 

Maternity ilome. All meterriily ^irc han- 

[ilnd t-rcie of any charge. VacctTiatinn :ind injcc- 
Lian:^ far children arc alnn frE^e. 
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Ed hi opentjid small d„sp"'-n5ai!’y here 
in 195^1. Today it is 3-story baUding witli 
an Emer^Gnc-y Centre ind offltit: on t.htj gvo'and 
floor and a dispensary and a nnaLernity boras 
on the upper floorsh More than o nundred 
women receive rnedica-i attentioji hero cialy. 
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The book is baseci mostly on closely observed 
tucts and these facts are such as to mahe one 
worder if such a man really exi&U in our times 
and in our own cDurUry, Pakistan. Edhi comes of 
a Momon family and this community has to itis credit 
a commendable record of social service. As mention¬ 
ed earlier, at my age I cannot possibly cover in 
detail all the long years of his social service, It 
would not be an '■understatement to say that only 
ten percent oi his services could be recorded j nth is 
small book. [ would invite you to meet this i-iann 
observe him while he is engaged in his miEsion 
every day of the week not from dawfii to dusk, 
but till very late in the night, examine his work 


with a critical eye and E 
him a unique personality 


of 


am sure you will find an 
our age. 


People address him. as Maula§S<^. an honorillc 
generally used for people wcU'^'^rsed in Islamic 
studies: Quran, Hadeeth, Fiqh etc. Abdus Sattar 
Edhi ia not a MauJana in tfca.t sense. Tbe only 
outward sign of a Maula in his person is his beard. 
It is actually his workt his mission that has eai'ned 
him this respectable form of address. And none 
would cletiy that his mission is in full accord with 
I he teachings of Islam. 


He is not narrow-minded, makes no distinction 
between this man and that man on the basis of 
colour or creed. He is out to serve all suffering 
humanity. His ideological bent Jed to Opposition 
Irom a vocaJ section of his community, but he 
Ignored it and founded an institution under the 
name of Edhi Trust. Small though it was in the 
heninning, it is now a large organization well-known 
nol only in Karachi hut throughout Pakistan and 
bf^yond. Any calamity, natural or otherwise, be it 
iin earthquake,! Cyclone, an epidismic or a bomb 
l].[ast by terrorists or any other man-made tragedy, 
Edhi arrives there (means permitting) with his itien 
and materials for rescue and relief operations. 
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While ir, company and ab^orvirg him closely 
wbcit has irr.prcsscd Tie deepLy is 3ii5 £tron;g taithi 
Ar. ascetic {'Faqif') by temperaTr.e:!l or by choice, 
ho begs 0.1 C^Jd alone. .And Alti’ighty Allah gives 
him what ho wantsThi;^ may be because he begs 
not ?'or hhnsell hut tof the suffering humanity. 
He says ne has 'seen^' God frotn close quarters* 
Whure? With the cnppl«d, the sick, thi5 desritute. 
the decrepit and the mentally-deranged. 

With his Trust's annual budget now running 
in tens of millions of rupees, he hhrself is still 
seen clad in grey-cloth ’kurta" and 'pyjama' (shirt 
and pyjamas) "hat he used to wear 38 years ago, 
He still rests or sleeps a,t night on a wooden benc.h 
of his dispensary, and still eafs' as his breaksfast 
a left-over loaf of bread baked a day earlier. He 
neither chews betel-leaves rior smokes; docs noi 
like to view T.V* prQj^4*5ihim.cs or listen to radio 
broadcasts. 

T oncG asked '’Edhi Sahebr you say the 

ILvo daily pray^^^i regularly. May 1 know what 
you beg of " "It is only one wish; 0 Allah; 

grant me tha, ability to do some good deed. '■ he 



His heart throbs with the desire to do as 
much good as possible for his country* for his 
people and for humanity at large. He w?ants to see 
no victim of an accident or disaster die without 
receiving first-aid. In an emergency, just ring 
any of the Edhi Centres in Karachi and au ambu¬ 
lance with necessary relief supplies will arrive at 
the given address within IQ minutes, Ha wants to 
make similar facilities available everywheire in this 
country and, later, In other developing countries. 
But his difficulty is the lack of availability of 
willing, hanust workers. Even today, people cheat 
him, tell him lies, call him names on the telephone 
and even on bis face, I-lis reaction is only a wan 
smile. Those who doubt his integrity and sincerity. 
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or nr.cuae liicii of this or th^t imaginary "sin'' are 
nnlv the ones who do not pause tn take acL-ounl 

r ^ ^ ^ i I 

of their own thoLigl‘it;> tinci actioti^. Today t ua trtt: 
lari^esl and .-noat populatetl city of Pakistaii, pGoplo 
ruposc such conJideiicc aocL trust in idrii that who¬ 
ever vvants to givi^ Zakat or charity in money ar 
inaLeriai, thinks first of Pdhl Trust. Kis person 
and hi& name liJive become a Eymbol of i.rust. To 
hiTT. ail Kucli moneys and goods arc a triigl nt the 
peoplef. he spends not a single paisa of the Trust 
on himsolf hor his family. 

This great man shuns putaSioiiy, !Io has been 
the hdiioj- of a GujratL mag a sine but does not 11 kp 
giving interviews for seli'-pubiicity. Mis niissioii is 
all that matters to him. Qi his projetLs, on-going 
and on the anvil, the largest aims at training nf 
about 2,(100 girls to make them usefi|l citi^.ans. A 
Centre for them is being const rue under the 

supervision of Bilqees Edhi Fou ndA-tibn. It will im¬ 
part education to girls for Matric^hJStion ard Degree 
examinations, sewing, embroidea^y work and teach¬ 
ing. AI ter t r ainin g , the ' w ill be at tac hed to 

centres to be esl^blUhed^fK'different cities of the 
country. Each centre wil. fed provided with ambulan¬ 
ces aiid first-aid and .;nahef goads. In Abdus Sattar 
hdhi's considered ©pinion, based, of course, on 
cxperiencfit worncfii .Kave a better and greater sense 
of duty, service and sacrificG than men. That is 
why he has given preference to women for education 
anci training. He visualizes that in ten years' time, 
he will have raised a. largt women's corps, wcll- 
equipped for social service. .After having eatblished 
yuch centres in all the cities of Pakistan, at least 
the larger ores, he will try to set up.simllai* centres 
in the larger cities and towns of other developing 
countries. 

Kis wile, Dilqees Edhi, also thinks on similar 
lines. Her heart, too, H full of zeal for social 
service. She shares her husband's feelings for the 
suffering humanity and assists him in carrying out 

IJ 
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his rnission. She bcCOfne a vei'v active facial 

worker after the -establish inent of the Bllqccs Ed hi 
Koundat-ion. There Is iitj tloubl that she has fully 
tiT]bibed thjtr spirit lliat ri jvca acid riioLivatc.s her 
husband. 

Keeping in view the personality,, the character 
and the achievements nl Abc,lu.s Sallar Edhi for 
the good of hLimanity, one rightly shares the gene¬ 
ral feeling that he deserves a MOREL PRIZE. 

K.K, AWAN 
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MAULANA ABDUS SATTAR EDHl 


— -The Angel of Mercy! 


Yes. They ciill him ’"^Ttie Angel of Mercy" ! 
The name of Mpiulana Abdus Sattar Edhi is a house¬ 
hold. word in Pakistan today. Fa'^cd a child knows 
him. And now, his farne is crossing the barriers 
01 coLiniries and continents. Recipient oX the Pliilip- 
pines^ prestigious Ramon Mag say say Award for Pub¬ 
lic Service, Maulatia Sdhi's work is already getting 
knGv.ri and being acknowledged worldwide. It deser¬ 
ves to. In fact^ It is already acquiring the propor¬ 
tions of a movement. A purely hurRanitarian move¬ 
ment caste or creed being no bar. Be ttjcy the 

victims of the Saddar bomb t^lasts In Karachi, the 
earthquake victims in Chitral, tVie flood victims of 
Bangladesh, the drought-stricken Ethiopeans, or, 
for that matter, injured soldiers iq wai—torn Beirut 

— Arabs or Israelis-everyone #duldl be equally 

served hy Maxilana Edhi. Because they are all hu¬ 
mans! He firirdy bellesfes thais social service is a 
human need. 

Humber three amqn-g four brothers and one 
jaister, Abdus Sattar Edhi was born to Hur Bai on 
2B December 1932 ih the Dhobiw-ar quarters of Bant- 
va in Kathiawar (India). Bis father, Abdush Shako- 
or Edhi ran, in true Memon tradition, a business, 
though small,. 


The child Abdus Sattar was sent to an Islamic 
madressah for his primary education. However, he 
had little interest In education and it was with 
quite some difficulty that he passed four classes 
in that Gujrati-medium school. 

Even as a child, what Abdus Sattar was 
really interested in was doing service to the women¬ 
folk and the aged rr^en of the area. Even while he 
was playing and having fun with his playmates, if 
someone called out "Sttaryal^’ fa loving corruption 
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of his name} r h-p. would leave the game tu go and 
perform whatever service was ntieded of him. Upen 
return, Sattar invariabty had to face the tatints 
of his playmates; "You arc a Voti' (a IciaL at bread! 
to be eater, by anyone who feels like it' ^ But the 
real happiness that Sal tar derived by helping the 
weak and ths poor was a reward 'hat wcLild sustain 
him in such ordeals, 


Ao a teenager , Sattar Fid hi trained hia'.solf as 
a compounder in. the village dispensary. In those 
days he used to talk to his friends about how he 
wished he could, go to some big city Ahmadabad 

or Bombay to earn some mon<e'y with whicF. he could 
helpj tliG poor, the needy and Ltiosc in distress. 
Hie friends thought he ha>l gone oft hi& rocker. 


I 

I 


I 


In 1947 came the 
ncnt,Like the majorit 
1949 the family of^ 

■t ^ ■ I j r-i 'ilT. 



They lamented his lack of goocj sense and opined 
that he would never be ablqQtd mak^s a mark in 
life for himself. ^ O 

Petition of the sub-conti- 
Musiims of Kathiawar, in 
us Sal tar Edhi (then 1?) 
liina migrated to PaUistan. They settled in Kamchi’y 
-Vlcm.on"dominated ^Id-City area ol .Vlithadar. vVhile 
his father cn:^aged in a small-tirtie currency ex” 
change bus.iiJ«s&, he gat hold of a salesman ’5 job 
in a Cloth Market shop at a salary o£ Rs.&G/- per 
month, A difference of opinion with his employer 
brought an end to that job. In his .next job, with 
a medical store, he was offered a salary of R.^,125/- 
per ironth. lie, however, told his employer that 
he would take only R^s.,bO/- os that amount would 
suffice hi.^ needs I 


He continued to work at the aiedical stoi'e, 
but Abdu$ Sattar E.dhi felt it was not the kind 01 
work that could bring him inner satisfaction. To 
that end, he enlisted the support of some friends 
and opened an adult literacy centre. It was a ono- 
room affair with only one teacher who taught adults 
in the evening. An organizatioiii, the Young Muslim 
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Associit tior; j w?Tul!J liold 'VVa‘z' (r^eliji^Eous ser¬ 

mon! meetings during 1‘ie month. o\ Muharram, was 
their next ventni'C'. But none of these Lhings conld 
brhjg him, the fuU’iliriera he was seeking. 

So, in order to □nrsue his rnissi'on of snciEtl 
scf'elce, he orgra niJ'.ed, In 195.2 j the Hantva Memori 
Seva Sarniti, li striall party ot social ’A-orkers, But 
he soon dissociated hirr-self from it and with like- 

minded Qtaople i: on peril Li n.^ , sct Up another one-the 

Eantvii Memon Volunteer Corps. A s trie I discipliiia- 
riar., Abdus Sattar Bdhi drew its charter himselJ 
and made it a cardinal orinciolc of member&hip 
that its continuation would depend upon active and 
regular participation ir. the social work. 


Maulana Ed hi founded a free dimpensaryin 
1954, in the Boulton Market area ^liere the Hoad 
Oriice ot the Kdhi Centres is located now. The 
Department of Rehabilitation tiad alloted a sin.all 
plot ot land for this dispens.^i^h For the expansion 
of the dispensaryn unmo mo*hE la^id was later bought 
fo t- Ek s. i 4, DO 0 

Mi*ula 11 a Ecliu's voluntary work for the dispen- 
eary hardly left hiA'-any time to do anything else. 
But* to meet tha^'expenseE of the dispensary on 
hU own, he would servo as a bearer at marriage 
['unctions and use his WEiges to run the dispensary. 


During the influenza epidemic of 1956 in Kara¬ 
chi, Maul ana Edhi^S dispensary supplied iriedicincs 
and rendered other ciedica] help free to the suffer¬ 
ers. NSauIana Edhi even personally visited the homnsi 
of the sick to give them treatment.: Selfless service 
af this kind endeared him to people and they made 
voluntary contributions, Lolalling Rs,.36,OOOf- for 
Ills dispensary. This money helped him. add one 
floor iQ the dispensary and open a [Cursing Home 
iind a Mursing Training Institute there. In the 
rarly days, it was only girls from the Memcn families 
who would come forward, due to Maulana's pursua" 
iion, to receive training as nurses.^ 
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Maulana Kdhi^s nt'$t ambulance, which tiume 
in 1959. carried the queer but very apt name of 
"Ghareeb Van*' (the poor iTian's van). It was bought 
far R3,2,40 i}/- out of a total fund a:r.ouiit of 
R,s.3|000/'- which he had in his account at that 
time. Not knowing driving at that time, he had to 
employ a driver. 

In due course, he himself learned driving* 
Being a dispenser already, he was theu able to 
handle all the work, himself In case of an emergency. 

By now Maulana Edhi had come to have a 
cleai'-'cut idea about his miEsion and the responsibi¬ 
lities it entailed. But this was the thing he w'anted 
to do all his life, Th e very thing which gave him 
that doep inner satisfaction. A real sense ol full'll” 
ment. The thing that he wa'fc destined to do. 

O 

That realljalicin ttiadfc him all the more humble. 
His outlook about llfp >'as radically different from 
other people. Elis tohy df life, his habits, everythijig 
about him had already been moulded perfectly to 
fit that ultima htj^rm of Maulana Abdug Sattar Edhi 
^ a one-ma^y^umanitarran movement that would 
one day hu^^e the greatest of world leaders before 
him! 

Eating simple, ordinary meals, wearing simple 
dresses of coarse cloth, and ordinary chappals 
(inen^s sandals) on his feet, resting or sleeping 
on a wooden bench in his dispensary or on the 
iootpath, personally administering the "ghuisl" {the 
last bath of the dead prescribed in Islam) and 
performing other funeral rites of the unclaimed or 
destitute dead, were living proof of his selfless 
devotion to the cause of serving humanity. All 
thi^ began to convince more and more people about 
his integrity, trustworthiness and sincerity of pur¬ 
pose. When he carried someone in his van to the 
hospital, or performed the funeral rites of an un¬ 
claimed dead body (including the prescribed bath, 
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i*nrc5uaing and burial) al] by' hiins-ejir^ u.rid people 
wanted to pay him for hi? services, Vie would politely 
lufuec, f>ayir,g that whatever he was doiii^ was in 
"ho way of A'.liih ^nd oiily to ploaise Hiir. His ndvicG: 
if anyone waoted lo cooperate in the good esuse, 

I bey ahonlrl come Lo his dispensary aj'jd obtairi a 
proper receipt for :hoir contribution. 


As newia nr his work spread andt imoresgod 
liy his nilsaionnry zeal, people begar 4 to repose 
[ift'eater confidence in him. Fhey would cad at his 
Ilisper.sary Lq deposit their contributions in cs.ah 
or kind. And he would personaHy go to their htjusos 
nn Eid-ul-.Azha to collect the skins of sacrificed 


.inlmals, the sale^procccds of wiiich. hvould replenish 
[.he much needed funds to carry on h^^cliarilf- ble 


work. 


Maulana Abdus Sattar Edhi'fwcsire to serve 


ijcopic dragged him even into 


thornV bush of 


politics. He wanted toi serv^y^eople by working 
for their good and to save thteiti^roTTi the ejeploitation 
'll power-hungry politiciaffi&l, In thtr l'^hj4 Presidor- 
llal Election, he suppqihMd Quasd-e-Aiair's sister. 
Miss Fatima Jinnah Ay-iib Khan. On the 

I'Ve of elections, l^];^ w-'as offered a big r.hunk of 
rtioney as a dorjatlie>, for bis dispensary if he would 
withdraw his support of Miss Jinnah and work for 


Ayub Khan. Needless to say^ that he refused. For 
nbvioufi reasons, she lo&L, However, when later 
’ihe appealed to the Basic Demoti’acy Mcj^ibers Lo 
Innder their reaignatior.s, Maulana EJhi w-as the 
llrst to respond to Ler call. 


Another demonsjtration of principles rtiigning 
Mupreme with Mautana Edhi came when, during 
Y^ihya Khan.'^s time he was contesting the eEecLions 
I nr the Provincial Assembly . While poliitig was still 
gning on, he was informed that a snake-charmsr 
was lying dead on a footpatV'i. He irnmediatcLy left 
Ills election camp and made funeral arrar-gemonts 
lor the deceased. In the mean time, ballot boxes 
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vverc hlJed with li large number ol bogus votch. 
Hi' wns deftiated. bu; he (iitl not rciir-^L his actions. 


O Ll. J V 

ulu [■ 


Hht corrairiiinity oncei ativiittid ht:n to conl'lnu 
socia] ricrvicc La inc-mb^rs^ nl.' bis unity 

. He rct'i.j'UKi, arguing ih^L being th(? crowning 
V ui .nliaii's creatLnn , man ir-hould no! be narrow 


Tiincled or ungenemus. 


Mauluna ILdru si nee re'.y 
eboLild not rcimriin confineci 
uf even Pakis-nn. That lha 


wishes iKiiL nis services 
to Karachi. , or Sind j 
V shoLilid cKttind to the 


whole wor 1 d , particu 1 ariy L he Mu;rr, coantI'ie3 where 
Hucia] service ay;ertci.cs are badly needed. Enthu^iGd 
with these icicals, he establishcci the Madina Asaoci” 
nLion and iviarijr’.a Trust. But ^^0^' ke thought bet- 
ler. Thorci was the tear that .Tiay be exploited 

by tbK fraud'jlont use cii LheH-anr.es of hi^ .-^issoci- 
L.tion and his TruKl bep^'se it is a well kno’wn 
fact that a large r-umbes;^^ organizations and indivi¬ 
dua] b in our countri^^WCTc practically picking the 
pockets of our exploiting their religious 

feelings aissoeiat^i^ with the names o! Iliost; two 
snerGd citlas. Also, there was the cor. Bide ration 


that Madina the city wbcri:: the final resting 

place ui u /xp Holy Prophet Mohammad (Peace be 

uonn liimA ls situated, it would be impossiblo to 

maintain the Har.ctiLy ol il;s nEun* aftor using it or. 

lotterbuads arid other stationery which are pieces 

cif paoer that are so oiten thrown aruund and 
■ ► 

trampled under people's feet. There lore, he gave 
the Aasociation and the Trust his own name which. 


alo.ngwkh his character was welJ-knoivn to the peo¬ 
ple who wanted to contribute in isioncy or material. 


Tha prolonged illness of Maular.a Abclus Sattar 
hdhi'ui mother v.'ss the biggeat single factor which 
prompted him to take up social service and humani¬ 
tarian work.. She eventually died ot paralysis, For 
eight long yearfi he attended to ah the humar, 
needs of his ailing mother whom he loved very 
dearly. During that period bo had some painful 
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t’Xpcrienccs. He saw the tiD^LliLion oi poor people 
in itleess and pjiLn AA'ho wert! cursorily «ind c^irulcBsly 
.it tended lu by the doctors and grver away cheap 
.ind inellecrive j-nedicines. 


His muthor pG^}lsp^ 


Ijur 


had the preirionil jon that, 
phe would often nsk her 
Satlar, v^dieri will you Tr.arry? VVili it bi 


was near. 


r 


Th ^ I J > 


Qnzi 
son 

after 1 ann dead."' if only to please his mother* lie 
Bent marriage propoBais lu sotTiC girls but, knn-wing 
his bellit ot irnnd and his absjolute dedication to 
ills work, no one agreed to make him her IsJe-part" 
sier. Meamvhile, his mothor died without soelng 
the happy day she used to driiani of. 


In 196 El, hovjevGr, he spoke to t|jiivaunt cif a 
ifLrl naiiiuJ Bilqeos, wdio was uncier^t'lrdinirg as a 
nurse in his dispensary, asking th^j^nd ot Bilqecs 
in marriage. The aunt canj?ulLt:d jOr sister, Hajiard 
Uabia, the mothur uf Biiqees g{%^fore pullirif^ the 
proposal before Bilqees bers^^T She readily gave 
her consent. 

Some Lime latcuT Nikah was held in a 

mosque tr. his neighj^^rhood and the marriage was 
siioJemniKed with qi^l'^ IhroG or tDur men from either 
(aide attending th^terumony. Ttie mehr amount w- 4 s 
only Rs.iSS/-. 


When Ahdus Sattar Edhti, lha bridegroom went 
to the parental home the bride to bring her to 
Ids own liorrie, womt^n <LJid children ot the nei^Vibour- 
iiood gathered on theit" rntjflops to see the 'rukhsat- 
ec" ■( farewell) ceremony. But soon this happy occa¬ 
sion was starred by an accident. A little girl fell 
down from the third floor rooftop of her husc. 
Seeing this, the briilegrnon:! immediately put off 
Ills ‘sehra' and, holding the little girl in his arms, 
rushed to Ihe hospital. 


Meui and women of the bridegroom's party as 
wdl as the bride's relatives who had gathered at 
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htir house to bid her farewell, had to wait till laU: 
in the uii^hL vvhen Lhe bridegroom returned after 
ilturiu. the noetiiul for the badly injured- girli 

Even ir.arriai^c did not Ljring about much of a 
chdfige in Maulany Edhi‘'y rouLina* Only after the 
birtti of their piecond daughter, Alrras, did a iittliL 
chiinge;, thciLgh noi: easily di^-eernibte. come about 
in his rather harsh approach to '.vork. 

On November 1974. Maulana Abdus ibattar 
Ed hi foLin-ded the £dhi Wtdfare Clcntre. La'.er, undtir 
this organiaatkiTj he ofiered an Edni Home known 
as -'Apna Ohar'’ in Sohrab Goth. This provides 
shelter to unclaimed children, disabled men and 
women, youns run-away girSs/^ho have left trheir 
parental homes, and woiiiCrj oa^essed by their hus¬ 
bands or in-laws and th^brore forced to leave 
thern or turned out by tbSaf, Several hundred such 
individuals have tcund^Jracciuli shelter therer over 
the past few years, 

Edni Home started attracting public as 

well as ofliciaf-^ttention . V’hcn Ministers and high 
cfficialfi cif ^ 3^.0 Government started visiting Apna 
Char, Edhi's achievements came into lime¬ 
light more public recegnttiun which, naRu¬ 

rally, provided him greater eiicnuragenner.’: ro carry 
on his W'Ork with greater 7 ,ca], And new centres 
began to appear in Karachi as wall as other big 
cities qI’ Pakistan. 

The tragic collapse of BismUlah Builditig in 
Karachi was perhaps more intensely paintui than 
the Fan-American plane hijack or tlie Saddar terror¬ 
ist bomb blast tragedy, Waillana Edhi and his volun¬ 
teers started rescue and relief work irtimediately 
after the colhipus. He arranged electricitv" genera'- 
tors and cranes to get over the darkness of the 
night, remove the debris and find out the crushed 
dead bodies and look for survivors, i-ong ho tars 
of ceaseless relief work earned Maulsna Edhi and 
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volur.tcei’s public a.ppfeetier. They cabled 
lliem, '’cTten of bouitdlGs.& courage and deterirdnaLion'' 
iitid "angels of blessing and mercy''. 

Thti Ed his have been biessed with two 
iind two c.augliters. Eider daughter Kubr.^ hri.s been 
niii’ricd to a eouair.. Lbe aon □£ Bilqees' sister. 
Mo rrunisler ur hi{|h official of tne CovernmenL was 
l.nvited at t'ne very simple Islamic cerett’oriy. She 
htin ncHv come back to Karachi and lives in ftpna 
Char to look alter the orphan ^irls sheltered there. 
JUBt to iTiake those girls liappy, she did not even 
ga hoirjc on the last Eid-ui^.^zha * She she 

wants to spend all her Ihr.e serving the orphans* 
1.1 le helpteos and the needy. 


Elder son Qulb is studying ‘Hth class* 

Is learning driving and accorripani#!^ his father and 
volunteers to places of accidentj^^Of'othf^ir tragedies. 
V a anger daeghter Almas (v#1|Kger to Qutb) has 
been engaged for niarriag^^The youngest child, 
l'"ai&al. is as intelligent '40^is partfnts and spends 
much nf hist time phiyih|^:'‘Vith the chiLdren in Apna 
Ghar, 


tVhen, in 
president of P 



■eciation ol his public service, 
:.an General Niohammad ^ia’-ul^Haq 
ii.Otniralefl SkiulsTna Edhi as a Member of the MajHs- 
€-Shoora, he I'emaincd the sanrjc simple person us 
ever beloT’e. Vi'hen. called to Islamabad to attend a 


geasion of Ma]lLs-e—Shoora, he v/ould travel Second 
Class in a train, ride a public bus to a hotel 
where the rooiTi rent was not more then R,tJ. 10/- 
or 15/- per day, Frorti his hotel he would go to 
the‘Assembly Hall again on a bus* If offered a 
lift, he would refuse puUtely. And he is the only 
Member of the Majlis-e-Shoora who never drew any 
travelling or daily allowance from the official funds. 


Snobbish behaviour» verging on downright in^ 
BUlt, on the part of a high Government official-— 
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who ^ plnlhes mid would not 

kii&vv a great ’man when he eaw onc--”rt?:?jlteri in 
Maulana Edhi reiigriiag his nicrrihership nf the 
-e-Shoorri. The Governa'.ent imniodi?iti>ly had to re¬ 
quest the newspapers and other aiedia to retrain 
from publishing the news. The whole thing having 
been qaicklv hushed up, the high.afficial who had 
■ spoken to Maidana Edhi in the VIF Room of the 
airport was sent to hiautana Abdus Sat Ear tidhi to 
express his regrets^'. Because despite al! his sim¬ 
plicity and hujiiility h Maulana Sdhi reigns the hea¬ 
rts of tho n>as 5 e& of Pakistan-andJ that is being 

very povyorfulM f 
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MAULAWA ABDUS SATTAR RDHl'S SERVICE:: 


M;n:1ari;d Abdus Edhi-the Uvicig Legend 

-has ihe fundamental traits of a soldier, a docte^rj 

[Hid a nrcMTian all at the same time. Like a soldier, 
he is cari-yjfig out his "jihad" (holy war) against 
the ki-Uer forces of hunger line addiction. 'Phe; 
dnclor in hi:': wants to rid the suffering hum-nnity 
ijf alt ".anner of disease and pain. Anti his inner 
fireman keeps pushing him to brave all dangers in 
the way of putting out the raging infer nos of hatred 
and insensibility sparked by petty eommunalism, 
re’giqn.^hsm, nationalism and, rriost often, the resul¬ 
tant terrorism. (While the greatest oliilt '4£ms"- 

hutnanUarianism-has been forgott^fd and Icrsakcn 

by all. AU except a lew 'Edhi&W that is.) 

But his crowning giorv, ^ the one trait that 
is the turnmon denominator fi*|'^ri these three selfless 
professionaly. The soldia!s|fi*ftfiG doctor and the fire¬ 
man have to be cjn cktl' all twenty-four hours of 
the day and night. p^hl^ir tiTme and life belong to 

those who stand in^mred of their services-a nation 

facing aggrossieg^ a patient fighting for iife^ or 
the ininates of ’^'l^buse on fire. They are duty-bound 
to respond instantly. So does Maidana Edhi. 

4 

Between bin routines-—working in his office, 
bathing and burying the unclaimed dead, visiting 
the Centres, issuing instructions to his army of 

volunteers and pjer&onally assisting them-and 

being present in the front-line of rescue and relief 
(jperatiuns during emGrgcncics““-'fires, drownings, 
collapses of buildings, bomb blasts, riots, you name 

U-he has no time left for himself. Consccjuently, 

he has no fixed hours of rest or sleep. And Lliis 
has been going on 24-hoiirs'-a-day lor the last 
about 38 years. In the service of the needy and 
I he helpless . 


Z3 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 


f 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 


The following ^^uy perhap:s serve to provide 
my readers wifti some idea a( the magnitude of 
Maulaoa Edhi's wprk. 


Earty In 1986. when this writer was prep^iring 
nis Iirst brjok on Maulana Edhi (in Urdu), the 
niJmhpT of ambuh-iticos at ditlereut centres was SO. 
laday in the 3rd quarter of 19S7) thure are 175 
5uca vans. The number of Edhi centres which was 
tnen Ji, is 24 . The animal budget has also 

increased during this period from 3 5 million to 50 
uiillion rupees, ^ 


^ On an average, 5U0 people benefit daily from 
the free dispensaries. 

fy- 

In the mateiuiity huinej, Zl|0j^ cases hutvc been 


attended to since 19B8» 


< 




* APNA GHAR in Goth h as so far provi¬ 

ded shelter to 41,000 rn^Jl and women., 

>p 

Abandoned/unclaiined new-born babies cared 
l‘m- and later giiia* to childless couples nujr.U-ir 
1300. 

30,000 titFclaiin&ri dead bodie.^ have b^en given 
GHUSL ( Tnc prescribed bath) and proper burta].= 


About 2|OCO persons are at present hotised 
in APNA GHAR and other centres. Among them 
there arc about 700 mentaJ cases, besides proper 
accommodation, al] of tlicm also get meals and .medi¬ 
cines and medical investigation free of any charge. 
About too goats received as "SADAQAH" from diffe¬ 
rent people are slaughtered daily to prep^ire meat 
dishes for the inmates. 


* Indigent patients under treatment in the T.B* 
fiospitaj, Civil Hospital and soma other institutions 
are also supplied raealsVmcat, etc., by Edhi CeriEre. 
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■* During the floods o: 1973, MauJatis. Ediii and 
liis workers eKterded a:l passible help to those 
nffected. He personally visited Mora find Daulritpor 
Lind. £c: up relief camps there, 

^ rjuriny I he !9'71 tv'nr, he imrried ia leiy reached 
the places bombed by Hie er.emy. Three aaibulanees 
would accqmpar.y hi:n to carry tlie wounded to hospi¬ 
tals . 


* He carriod out rescue and roiiet work during 
the 196^ War aUa. 


When refugees from East Pakistan began to 
arrivfi in Karaclii after 1971 , he provided each 
family with mats and bamboo pnlea to b^ld a shelter 
as w-ell ns with Hce, pulses, uteaMs, clothes, 
quiils and se'-.vipg tiiachiraeia. Qf 

* When Swat was hit by revere earthquake 
t:i 1974 4 Abdus Satiar Edhl in the affected 

area with his wife, stayc4^;^«rc 8 days and distri- 
huled worthk:^^ medicines , besides SQire 

other relief ^oods Uke^lankets, etc. 

" The Mauliy^^j visited Bangladesh during the 
recent flood ha'^c and provided one ambulance 
and Rs. 1,OtJ,0U0/“ worth of relief goods. 


During the worriome days t-ollnwing the hijack- 
inff of a Pan-American plane, he had no rest for 
7Z hours and rejuained busy attending to the sick 
and the wounded- He supplied them with medicines 
and .blood for transfusion, he also distributed 
Rs.2,00,OOO/- in cash, 

li3 the drought-stricken Thar region^ rice, 
wheat and other articles of food are being regularly 
distributed among the affected people, 

* Among those who suffered in the recent {19S7) 
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baiiila bl:4£jLK in Sadar ar«'i of Karachi. Rs. 2,00^COO/- 
i^vere aistribuled. ;vicdic3n€s were aifso provided froe 
to trie injured. 


■' For the drought-strickeri people ol tlLiiiopia. 
Ks .6,':JM / - worth of relief supplies were seot. 

E1 e hitTit! 11 Vi sitpfl l fte en m n J ry . 


He ulfcio went Uj Beirutj which has Eoeeti ravaged 
by internal war und external aggression, and distri- 
buled Els*fcl.OD .QOU/' worth of relief goods and ar¬ 
ranged buriaj oi the dead. 

t 


* Seventy percent of a!3 those who are wounded 
in internecitiO fighting or riots^ or injured in acci¬ 
dents arc attended to by Kdiii^&warkers who also 
a Oran lie buinal of the de.ad, 

cr 

Any hour of the nay ;0^^night when he hear^ 
about an accident or Ja^rie rgency situation! he 
a* once arrives at the sr^J^and provides all u-psaible 

* His Trust )o<q^ after !.)€[) patients in diffe¬ 
rent centre53- a^c!- provides Ihern with beds, cJolhes, 
meals and mer?^l aid free of charge. 

FUTURE PLANS 


CoriBctous of ihe treniendou& need for social 
weitare work in Pakistan* Maulana Abdus Sattar 
Hdhi has in hand a number ot projects and plans 
for the future. Some of' the maior ones are listed 
below: 


1, Construction work is in progress for a Centro 
to accoTTimodate two hundred crippled and male 
and female child mental patients at KorangL. 
Rs.20 Lacs are required for the same. (Thirty 
percent accommodation is reserved for or- 
plia ns). 


26 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 


Construction work is in progress for a Ce^nErti 
to accorr.modate one hundred crippled iind male 
and t'emiile child mental patients at Land hi. 
Re, ZG Lacs are required for the same, 

R,s. S L.ac.-i arc required tor construction of 
an Eye Ho&pital at Qasba Colony, {It shslj 
be a fifty-bed . Construction work is 

in progress), 

hoeptat for two thausand □rpliane girls, 
whercLr: they tv ill be trained to serve as true 
.Muslims with missionary aeal. They will each 
be paid a stipend of Rs. two thousand, per 
month. Luring training they will be taught 
English, Arabic or FrenCxh iangpage. .Apa't 
from thiK, they will undergo iirr^'tJigal courijo, 
maternity trainine. how to bath to dead 

bodies, and motor driving . As there are 

rredical colleges for doct.Qt'Jf. darool-ulums lor 
ulema, in the same this will be a centre 

lor humanitarian £er>vioe^. 

'P. 

For the constructiofi or these projects i a sche¬ 
me of Re. ten ^cr^res has been prepared. The 
const ruction is in prqgf est^ . 

There is a plot of bb acres on Super Highway. 
Out of this, on thirty there shall be a 

centre for mental patients both male and fe¬ 
male. Besides, there will be: 

A welfare centre and hosoital for sick and 

♦ 

crippled animals. 

A hospital for addicts, over two acres. 

Over one acre ti'^ere will he a first-aid centre 
and a hospital for admission of people who 
are injured in the accidents. (Rs.5 crores 
are required’ for this). 
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To Giiinblish and run an ambulance car centre 
over ^Seper Flighway nrd other highways ol 
the country at every hundred mllea. At pre- 
se "1 1 , five C ei'L t re a a re es t a bl 1 b he ci n t Fe 2 h a wa r, 
Lahore j Islamabad, Sukkur jiid Mi: I tan. At 
H y d cr a bad n r. rf on S u per H Lg I- w ay, three Ce n - 
tre*i, ccimpriihig Lwu ainbulaince enrs at each 
Centre, .ire established. 1\5.10 unnully 

art; requici to ruii tticae Centrcs. Jr tu-der 
lo coriipJete the Centre at Super Highway and 
to cover the e^jcperises, stickers 01 two ruppes 
each arc; issued on "scdf-hclp basis' , Public 
is rec:|Liested to purchase the 3i*niie voluntarily 
eon side ring this fus u service to humaniLy. 
Stickers are available from the Centres at Sup- 
tur Highway, 

dr 

KhCOGNITlOWj In recogni.Lio^M>1 their hurr-anita- 
rian , pul:dic ter vice activlLii^^Maiilnna Abdus Sattar 
Edni and his wile Bilqce^^aiio Ldlit were i-iw-arded, 
in 198fe, the Philippines^^fistigious Ramon MagsJay- 
siiy A wartj f o r Pul.>hc ic e . 

The interna^i^l^^ally f^,nnous Reader’s Digest car¬ 
ried an articlcf^j^i its iasiie of November 19157, on 
the Philippin^J^ Ramon Magsnysay and the awards 
instituted nrumetry. Under the heading 'The 

Ramon Magsaysay Avvards: Wobel Prixes’, 

it writes; 

''Ramon Mag say say worked to build a nation. 
Once a yearf however, when the .Vlagsaysay 
A'wat’ds are announced in Manila, his n^ime 
helps develop a contirieriL, 

Open to men and worsen in Asia, regardless 
□f race, creed nr nationality, the aw^ards ai’e 
presented iti recogruLion of lives and activities 
'‘ciiemplary oi the idcais and spirit of service 
personified by REimon Magsaysay ,'' In its ran¬ 
dom li&t of typical awardees* it lists: "PakJs-* 
tan''s Abdus Sattar Edhi and Bilqoes Bano hid hi 
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(19K6), for '"givirg subrUaTitie ir+ an Islamic 
society la tlae ancient humane Gomri’andiTient 
that thou art thy brother's keeper." 

In 1937, Lhi& tianriur vva^ bostowGcl on ths 
Erihis on-ce again., indicating the tremer.doi.:i5 impact 
,ind fui-ther recognaUgn ut their humaiiitariar. ser¬ 
vices an an inLornational levoL 

It is, however, surprising-and, perhaps, 

LI reflection on the workings of Pakistan's bureau¬ 
cracy ■—that the names of the Irjdhis have yet Lt> 
appear in our own honours list si 

Nevertheless, b’jeing a man of the masses, it 
is only natural and befi”tine that tha^asses love 
bum ant] h« has been accorded ructigiiiliaa 

Iri numerous forrn^, To name bpO 3 publiL- 

awards: The Pakistan Award Huiiian Rights 

U9 cc. 1 0 ,19 B3 ); the M . P. 1 . (19 Bfi); Tho 

Government at Sind's Shield^^c. 

\ 0 ^ 

HELTCOPTRR AMBULANCT, RESCUE AMP RELIEF 
SERVICES; One of iF^vtann Edhi's prime concerns 
beirm the availabilitvSof firnt-aid to victims of acci- 
rlents and othei"^»^tural or man-made calamities, 
he has requeati^^ the Government of Pakistfiri to 
gran t him permission to start a helicopter ambulance 
service s>o that re&cue, relief and fjr&t^aid facilities 
car. be made available at the shortestL possible notice 
to victims even at the remotest and otherwise inac¬ 
cessible spots* 

.Pending the grant of that permission, he has 
I'llready started negotiating svith an American firm 
for the purchase of helicopters. With the permission 
being granted, it would be possible much more 
swiftly to rescue the victims of calamities or acci¬ 
dents, and, after the necessary first-aid, rush 
them to the nearest hospital. And the time thus 
saved may make all the difference between life 
and death. 
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RoccritlVf after a five-day visit to the dr«:]ught 
-gtrickeri Tharparkar district of Sind> Maulaoa Edhi 
announced the setting up of ran "Apna Ghar" (home 
for chc de.HititLite), at Mirw^ih* for mij^raats nf the 
Thar region. A roui— acre plot has been dqnnted 
for ■:hc purpose by .a loca' philanthropist* 


From Mirpurichas, Kiaulaha. Kdni carried a 
truck-^load cl relief supplies which he distributed 
arrong the drou^ht-alfeeted people of Thar. He 
also distrLheted blankets* arai.ns and other reliet 
supplies to students of a local hostel a.nH goods 
worth abeut R&.45^000 tu either people in the arefi. 


FIVE PRINCIPLES OF SOCIAL SERVICE: Ycary ago, 
when Maulana Hdhi ciecide'd to beddme a social wor¬ 
ker, he adopted the iollowin aQp-iriei pies for the 
rest of his lifc s 

1). He will wear siinpl^P coarse clothes so that 
even the poorest qian ddming to him may not tecJ 
^ inferior and those who would come to give some 
donation or charif^ money or material may feel 
confident that tddir" money or goods would be used 
for the purposjft they had in ri’jind. fie wanted them 
to have no ribout his integrity* for without 

such trust^iK) iriEtitutiori devoted to the service of 
humanity could continue to work lor the cause it 
had embraced. 


2,), He wifi avoid all unnecessary CKpenditure an 
himself and his family* He will not have tea during 
Ills work nor offer a cup to any visitors. He will 
not s-mokcp nor chew pan (Betel leaf) nor use 
snuff. He will also not go to any cinema bouse or 
stage shows anti deny himself other such Gnlertain- 
ments• 


3) , He will live in a simple house with the barest 
minirautn necessities of life* 

4) , Whenever he would decide to get married, he 
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v;ill tell his lite-pa.rtnt!r all about hiiiiself. hiding 
.nothing from her and thus clecit her confidGrice, 
tJ'Ust and CG-oporat-ion , sci necessary lor one dedica¬ 
ted to the service of humanity. 

!i ). rid will kdC-'p his heart free of any desire to 

got or accumulate wealth. Tn meet his personal 

anc tarTiily needs^ he \viK try to caam necessary 

but clean livelihood and will never use rinv moriRV 

* * 

or goods received by his Trust for hiinsc’f or his 
tamiiy . 


With God's blessings and he has been 


success till in abi cling 
all these long years 
may contidently hope : 
Lo Dbaorve them as 
rest of his liie. 


by these principles during 
of his social work and one 
iod pray that ha will continue 
airictly as evoJ^during the 

kP 

o'” 


VOLUNTARY PUBLIC CONTtttBUTlONS ONLY: 

Maulana Edhi has. on prLfifeiplo, Jievor accepted 
any contribution, ddnati.(3,iy^-dr grant from any go¬ 
vernment department or, >]^ency. So much so that 
v.'hen Preaidenl Zia-ul^^kq sent hinj a donFition of 
Rs, Fi lacs as aid tQ_ ^|he Edhi Trust, Mauiana Edht 
politely retijrnec|.j^^c cheque, thanking tho Presi¬ 
dent of Pakistan fw his noble? sejitlments but humbly 
putting, forv/ard the argumer,!; that while he did 
not want the Hdh] Trust to be a burden on the 
national exchequer and thus help the Gov tiro men t, 
he also wanted to set an example that even the 
biggest of institutions devoted to humanitarian ser- 
vice could be run withcnjjt governmetiE help. 


Social welfare institutions usually send their 
workers to visit people to get their donations or 
contributions. One would try in vain to find an 
exception to this practice. Edhi Trust appears to 
be the Iojig example of a social welfare institution 
that has, since its establishment about 4D years 
back, never sent any of its workers to knock at , 
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people's doors for donations or r.hnrity contribu- 
tiorts. On the contrFiry, puaplo theiiiselveia come to 
Edhii centrt^s 'ii.'iih contributions in cash or kind 
for charitable purposes* Kspecirdly during the ho^y 
month of RaTy:a7an, one can see people standing in 
queue.-; oat=ide Lheso centres waiting for their turn 
to- give money oi" materia] ic the I rust . 


GHAKITY TOKENS - NO LOTTERY: Jnstktutions 
with n<j regular or pomn-anent source r^i income 
have to use different rnethods to collecL funds. 
One source of funds to run various centres under 
Edhi Trust consists of rSakal rnOney and SADAQAT, 
back in lySti ) MauLtr.a Edhi issued one-rupee tokens 
to collect funds for the establish^f^ent of a maternity 
home. Tr; 19R6 also, he i ssu^'l two-rupae tokens 
for the purpose of cullectin^ ifl/ttdt; to meet e.xperi li- 
ture on providing rned*^' or surgical aid and 
other relief measures nf the incrcaaing 

number of traffic aceij^^rs on liie Super Higliway. 
Tliose token issues .^j^ved to be a successful expe¬ 
riment. ** 

Now' in l®M5ir, b-^Rupee tokens have been issued 
to meet exggodlture on the treatment of the sick 
and the tTOHndtjd and on relief measures iit case 
ot accidGius or natural calamities. These tokens 
will be available to Ihe pubiic^gpirited people butt: 
in Pakistan [*nd abroad. To attract people's attention 
a poster has also been issued. It says: 


''To provide food and medicines to the helpless 
and needy^ li-Rapees tokens are being issued.- 
This ts no lottery. Its reward will he given 
by AlLnighty Allah both in this world as well 
as in the Hereafter/^ 


"Can not afford to forego just one simple 
meal to save the money to buy a token? Dogs 
our religion not permit us to do so for the 
sake of helpin[S 5 our fellow' human beings," 

32 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 






itsurdu.blogspot.com 


TAKE BACK YOUR MONKY IN CASE OF DOUBT: 
The forms and receipts used by £dhi Trust central & 
luive these ’Aords printed on them: 


' iji you h;ivc any doubt about the proper 

i:se of yciir donat'ion. you can ij^ut it back on 
shQ\’:iDg the r?}cf;ipt. ' 



donave to the Triis: hsve no doubts :r, their minds, 



have never ^^iven. So far, none ■■A-bo has given lc.> 
the Trust has asked for returning his rtiunoy becrd- 
use of doubt about his integrity. 



PEOPLE GIVE DONATIONS: THEY CAN ASK FOR 
ACCOUNTS: Edhi has not so far institution 

I’L'gistered with the Cjovernme:i;t>'-^ He thinks thnt 
hir.ee he does not seek any from the Govermr- 

i-nt in this connection, necessary to iJo 

riQ. Moreover, he wan hi void interference m 

his work from official ..hj.'i&rters, partictularly Lhe 
MO-caJkd petty officiLils, which Is usual in the case 
Ilf instlLuLions registiired witi: the Govcinimcnt. He 
IK o£ the view Lhiii the contribution 5 he receives 
ore from the people and so IL Is they to whom he 
is accountable. He v-ili be glad to render them ali 
iiccounts whenever they waot hiin to do so. He 
iilso keeps h mental account al all contributions 
received. 

BUDGET RISES FROM RUPEES FIFTY THOUSAND 
TO FIFTY MILLION IN 13 YEARS: One would hardly 
rUicl any istituUon devoted to social svelfare that 
has made such progress i-n 13 years as has been 
made by the Edhi Trust. During this span of time. 
Its budget has ijicreased from Rs. 3 , 000 /- to 
Rs.5,00,pQ,0(]G/- a year, This institution is being 
run on charitable public contributions and donations 
only.. It seeks or receives no help frorti the Govern- 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 


. Such a distinctioi-t is enjoyecJ by Maularta 
Edhi only. 


'’PETTY THIEF", BIG THlt,F'M For character assas¬ 
sin n lion,, a few words come hardy to the Pakistani 
COCim'..inily . You siitiy Label ajiyone yag. dij^JLkes or 
h;ite f.is a thief, a fraud< a fornicator or adulteror. 
His own Lnimmiin ity t’irsi Maulaea Ed hi a petty 

thiei; now they say he is a big 


NO THIEF: Edhi Trust was some time^go bitterly 
crilicisGti by the Editor ox a journal. When i spoke 
lo him about it, he .said wiLhaul. any sign of acrimony 
on his countertarce or in his words that auch critics 
have beor. found in every age. K^ey did not spare 
even the prophets <iisd them ol bajseless 

EjpMher said, 'T atn an 
I doing what Allah wants 
i have done no harm to 
e except Almighty Allah, 
and mv services are like 


chargeK, he added, 
ordinary human being. I 
me Lri do. 1 am no thi 
anyone. So I teai*" no 
My 1 ife , my c haracter ' 
an oner, book.*' 

OLI: 



RIGHT TO STEi 


He 


says in a light vein that 
people wcu]4 perhaps be prepared to give him ever 
the ri^ht to steal money. Rc can, however, declare 
OTt oath that so far he has neither takeni a single 
penny for his personal use from out of the funds 
received as donations, etc,, from the people, nor 
indulged in any other fraudulent practice in keeping 
accounts. He says ir the early days of Islam, our 
Kbuiafa-'e-Uaashidecn (the rightly^guided Caliphs) 
were allowed to draw from the Baitui-Mal a mmijmum 
amount of money or materials necessary for the 
sustenance of their families. Probably he could follow 
their example; but ho has never felt the need to 
do so. 


THEY DONATE BUT WANT NO RECEIPT: Abdus 
Sattar Edhi says donations received by him arc 
sometimes very large. Even as much as half-a-million 
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rupees have been donated at a time by a few 
persons. However, most of the people whu give 
big donations express the wish that their r.ajries 
may not be dLsclosed. They even want no receipt 
for what they give* 

BIG CONTRllKJTtON WITHOUT ASKING FOR 
RECEIPT: 1 was sitting with Maulana Ed hi in bis 
Mithadar Centro when a man with a brief case 
came to see him. After exchi+nge of greetings, he 
opened the brief case cind taking out severaL bund¬ 
les of currency notes put thtrin before the Maulana 
as his Contribution for the Trust. He then prepared 
to depart. Maulana Edhi asked Him to hnve the 
receipt for the amount, but he politely refused 
■ aying that he did not need it, 

NO FIXED FEE NOW: To enable 
medicines from the dispensary,^ -a small tec was 
charged in the earlier days andfst^Lip issued against 
it. Patients used to produce, 4^ slip at the counter 
.ind the medicines they needed were handejd over 
to them. Now that sy sterna has been abolished, Pa- 
liofits now put into a box through a slit whatever 
they like to pay or epiftribute towards the expenses 
of the dispensary.. The present system ha.s produced 
{j{ood results, and the amount people now contribute 
of their free will Ls more than what they used to 
pay as fee the slip system. 

X-RAY CHARGES RSAQf- ONLY: X-Ray charges 
lor outsiders coming to Edhi centres amount to 
Hs.LO/- only. An oxygen cycUnder is supplied for 
Rs.25/-' or Rs.31}/-. Patients admitted to Edhi Cen- 
I re and treated there are not charged for these 
gior vices. 

I 

IN-PATIENTS GIVEN TRAINING IN VARIOUS 
TRADES AFTER RECOVERY: In-patients of Edhi 
llame are not only given medical treatment free of 
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RKLIEF GOODS AVAli^ABLE AT ANY TJMF.: ^ 

vvcjrktirs keep food supplies, utensils, quilts, blank¬ 
ets and other relief articles in readiness to nieet 
any Bmergency kr.mediately, 

RANGE OF DONATIONS: .Maularia Ed hi ir, reply to 
a question said that donatLons received by the 
Trust range fror:ni' a:'.c rupee and twentyfive paisas 
to half a milUori rnpc'cs. A don^!P“'*iLO gives 
(one rupee and twenty live »9&as) couies regularly 
every year and donates tbS^mount against a proper , 
rcceipL, The maxirr^um ^Jmoun L of money dar.aled 
by any man at a sva^ Rs.5,!][],000/The 

first receipt issued /wjP the Trust was lor Rs.lZb/' 
given by his H’jr Bai. 

ED HI TRUSTEES: Besides his 

usual socMdyservlce and weltare activities and roun¬ 
ds of various centres which keep h-in: busy for 
most part of the dny, NSauIana Edhi is also thinking 
about the future of the institutiDris he has founded. 
According to the plan he has at present in his 
mind, there will be two main divisions under which 
they wdll work. The Foundation will take care of 
all the properties and donations while all social 
service and welfare activities and ambulances will 
bc^ the responsibUity of Edhi Centres. In othet 
words, the Foundation will provide funds and other 
facilities, to the Centre, To run the Trust, there 
will be seven Trustees whose essential qualification 
for shouldering that responsibility will be honesty, 
integrity and zeal for social work. He doi^s not 
want to make the Foundation a personal property 
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to be tsiherlted by liis tiirr.jiy rnernbefs, He ts giving 
a good deel of careful thcKight to the future eet up. 
The prop-o&ed Foundation would be established an 
these Lines ^tter hi5 death* 


BII.QEES EDHl FOUNDATIONi Bdqees Edhi rounda- 
tion., too, has not been establiphed with any idea 
of making it a personal, iriheritabke property. People 
Lire wlljingly giving donations for this Feundatian 
also. It is because of the trust they repose in it. 
People are not much concerned about the name of 
an institution; they only want to know wht3 the 
persons behind it are, and if they have confidence 
in those person & and trust in their hanesty of 
purpose and integrity of character, they dt> not 
hesitate in extending their co“operatic}n. He says 
hi^ sons and daughters.Libstablishos a 
toaiiorrow and people do^te to it, they 
only on the basis the quaUties just 
The fact^ hijwevej’j^f that people trust 
niembers alinnst ^ynuch as they trust 


if any of 
foundation 
will do so 
metitLoned. 
his family 
him., 




KDMl-^-^-Dcware of 


PitfalH ! 


bevei'th^Jtgss* one fact Khoutd not be lost 

•sight of-that^^ttch organizations are often infiltra- 

iud by heartl,c^ people who aro spclal pa.r.asitG3 
who just want to live off others. Maulana Edhi 
should, and does, take iaimcdiate and stern action 
on complair.i.s of this nature .30 that this biggest 
Pakistani organization devoted to aeifless public 
service should remain clean from such opportunistB 
and ''courtiers". 
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THE PHILIPPINES AWARD: On si query from this 
writer, MsiuLina Edhi said the amount of 20,1)00 
Dollar" received by him with Ramon Magsaysay Award 
for Public Service is not considered by him his 
personal property. The profits accruing from it 
are being given away by him to the Trust. After 
his death the amount of the Award will also go to 
the (planned) Foundation. 
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EDHl — “The man. The Philosophy, The Perpetunl 
Work 

Cdhl can hardly be described ns a mere men 
—he is a phenomenon; Edhi ts also a philosophy; 
and thi^ word idhl hns also by row come to mean 
ptirpetuiil, selfless work] 

Abdus Sabtar Edhi is one of the rare personalia 
ties of our day, Me is neither a big businessman 
nor a well-known industrialist* He is not one ivho 
has earned a name in the field of education or 
Science, fie is noL even a graduate. How is it 
then th^.t he is respected not only in Pakistan but 
alt over the olobc? Why d? peaple ^ay homage to 
the grer^tness of a man who pDsses3E& at a liniG 
not more tharj two pairs of ordingiry coarse eJothing, 
a pair of old. chap pals (sandaSsJ and a soiled cap? 
Why do they so readily t'cshond to an a.ppeal from 
him for funds or food or cdbtftea to meet an emergen¬ 
cy? Why do they willingly give ltjU lions in donation^ 
for his Trust? Thos^^ho know him and his work, 
directly or indlrectM^^ctm easily answer these qu€:s- 
tioris. ^ 

Eveo today when hia name and fame have 
crossed the borders of our country and reached 
far beyond, Abdug Sattar Kdbi, lives with his family 
in. a 18' X 2Z' roonj of a ccntury-old building. 
Attached to that room is a small kitchen and a 
bath-room, he has no refrigerator, no TelevisioD 
set. Drinking wator for the family is stored and 
Cooled in a clay pitcher. 

Spending most of his time in social service, 
Abdus Sattar Edhi has had to make some effort to 
earn an honest livelihood for himself and his family.' 
Vibth the income from small jobs that he took up in 
his earlier days in Pakistan , he lived frugully and 
made some savings. When enough njoney was thus 
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saved he purchased a shop, Later he sold the 
shop and purchscd a house hi Federal B Area, 
Then the hovjse was .sold and with tlie prico rece¬ 
ived, lie bought a shop in Kaghaai Baaar. After 
some time he boasht t^w-o shops and let thtjm on 
rent. 

With the profits accruing from these purcha&es 
and sales, and the S-'rall assets received as inhei'i- 
tan.ee from his father, he bought Def^^nce Saving 
Certificates. T'hese yield an Income of five to six 
thousand rupees. From his Bank account^ an amount 
of Rs. 3,500,’'' was deducted as viakat this year. 
Hi 5 hcsusehdld expetidilure is about Rs.S.DOQ/'- per 
:iicint.h.. 

His wife^ Bilqccs Fdhi s-A0t he has tiulfered 
from no serious illness duritj^the past 21 years. 
She recalls only one occaslfllii' he ran tempera¬ 

ture. lo an accident, hoffifM'cr, he received severs 
injuries, It occured nss^ Rahimyar Khan while he 
was carrying in as^i^fTlibulance a dead body to a 
place in Punjab. H^fjKas admitted tn a nearby hospi¬ 
tal, where the immediately attended pn him. 

The tnjnries so severe that they wondered 

hqw he suijyK'cd them, tn Lbe meantitne rumour 
went around *iin Karachi. tytat Maul5y.oa Edbi had died 
in a accident. People were grieved and the markets 
were closed in Ecournartg. As ho Cruue to know 
about the accident, the theii CliieC Minister of Sind, 
Mr. Jatui, arranged for a helicopter to bring the 
gravely injured Maiilana Edhi irorc Rahimyar Khan 
to Kai’achi, Be had to be treated and He in bed 
for about a year, 

.Another worker and associate of the Edhis 
told this writer that on the completion of APNA 
GHAR in Sohrab Goth, he suggested that the Pro¬ 
vincial Gavernpr may be invited for the opening 
ceremony. Maulana Edhi did not say a word in 
acceptance or rejection of the suggestion. The next 
day APNA GHAR was declared open by a mentally 
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disabled child, 


VVh^n six roqms at the Koriingi centre were 
ready for occupation, ho told his workers that 
the disabled children had to L>c iriOvcd to the new 
centre irrimedintley, That centre too was opened 
by one such child. 


The followinf^ mate rial. I sincerely hope, would 
serve to give n\y readers an insight into Edhi-^-the 
iraiij ilia pliilosjopliy and the perpetual work. 


I AM A SINFUL MAN, NOT AN ANGELi In Augusit, 
L9S7 the Urdu daily, Jang, published reports of 
interviews with Maulana Abdus Sattai- Ed hi and 
his wife Bilqees Ed hi. The intervicvi^^ described 
hill] as an angel uf Mercy, The of the bock 

that is now in your hands was aJi^d'Originally pro¬ 
posed by me abtjut a year aftcO^ bo ANGEL OF 


kVjr^ftCY . 


However, when ! Bj^tioned it to hmi. 
Vi a u hi n a Ed Hi turned dow>^|fc'e idea sayi.nh;, "No 
man can bo tlo&cribecl arigcl because an|.;olb 

are pure and clean being^rvvho just carry out God's 
cottirnandj? witho’uSt ar.^^^wsh or desire of Lueir own. 
But man is a buncjl^^- desires and in his efforts 
lo fulLl those dji^^eh he alien resorts to unfair, 
unjust a-ul fonl Cven when he does u goad 

deed, he is not free from tbc desire ct seine return 


or raward in this world or in the Hereafier like 
ihe desire la earn a place in Paradise. As iar as 
j am coricerned, 1 am a sinftil man and do not 
cuiisidGr rnysell to be worthy of entering Parndise, 
Only God knnw'S which dsed cf mine, if any, i$ 
worthy, of a reward in thcf llareaf ilm-, I cstnnot , 
tiierelore. like to be described as an angoJ of 
Mercy qr with btiy othGi* apithot like 


1 AM A NATIONALIST: Abdus Sartar Edhi calls 
liimscdi n Nnlionaiist and feds happy ar.d proud 
IIbout it. VTny a Nationalist? Becuuse, as he says 
.md as one car. observe, bo Avoars clothes made 
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I 


with Pakistani nn?if.t?rial. Othen* articles of daily use 
iomid in iil$ liousc arc also mads in Pakistan. 
I’-Jeithfjr hti himself nor any other mcimber al hU 
iLLCdly has over had, the cras:e far foireign goods. 
Their simple needs a.ro very well met by things 
produced in ‘heir nu,ri counrry. His own bank 
coLint as well as the avcovjnts of the Trust are all 
maintained in Pakistani banks. 

BREAKFAST WITH LEFT-UVKR LOAF OF BREAD: 

The Annual Budget of LahL Trust has tipw touched 
the tl-figure mark. Ir is about fifty MiiUon rupees. 

Rut the man managing nn nrganiKaticn of this cUraen- ^ 
sicn still lives the same simple lite tnat he has 
always Jived, Thtr left-over Inal qi bread baked in ■ 

his kil-chen a day earlier is st^' relished by him ■ 

at his breakfast. During th^J^ay he almost J 

nothing i When he does J:eel^i(5*i.tn gry, he buys one- j, 

rupee worth of grams in hot sand and jj 

H'itisfics his hunger, | 

sT I 

DREAMS, WISHES.;^bdus 5 aiUr JLdhi bad never 
tluiLight thfit Tru^;! would one day attain 

the and would enfoy such reputa“ 

tion and co.^^'dcncc of the people. Bu: Almighty 
.Allrih ohooS'es a man for the job He wariits to be 
dotie, superviises his work anci takes him la the 
peak of success. In the Wemon cominunily:, there 
are several people with money and means who pus-' 

SC5S a syir.pathstic hear^ and a philanthropic bent _ 

of mind: but He chose this mar. of little material | 

resources and living a simple, rather ascetic life, I 

to carry out the work that He entrusted him with 1 

for the benefit of mankind. ^ 

Maulana Edhi presently wishes to train some 
two tbousand girls for social service and set up |!^ 

centres not only in every part of this country 4 

but also in backward and poverty-stricken areas J 

of the world where they w^auld render social service. I 

He thinks that if God in His Mercy grants him a I 
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norc yeai\S‘ to it; th’5 vjorld he would be 

eible. with HiEi helpj to stiK this desiro. too, fuifil¬ 
led . 

He to id n;c' the.t le liis child hood he had never 
ihnuyEht or dreamed that sorric day he would be 
running such la bi^ Trust. "vVh.itever people nov; 
see in a solid form associated witl'-L my rjame is alt 
a ble^i^ingi of God^ He v^^anted me to work, for a 
cause and therefore provided the neceKSFtry means 
fpir it and enabled tuc to shoulder this huge respon- 
sibility .'■ he added. 

THEY WORKED TO PERFORM HAJ: Begum Bilqeeu 
die hi narrated to me the story of how she and hc*r 
husband performed Haj , said [ike tnosj. Musiims, 

performing Haj was a long-cherished il^esire with 
them too. liuL the means at thoir dwposal were 
not enough, Alnughty AJlah, ho\vGv«erd miraculou^ily' 
reirioved the monetary diCficultia^that had beeji 
standing in their way. Us scj,4pippened that the 
Governemne allowed Haj Lravfjf^y bus, A transport 
Company wanted a driyer nurse to accompany 

the Haj pilgrims that it ^tibposed to carry to the 
Holy cities of Saudi The husband and wife 

both ofJered their sn^^iceK which were accepted, 
Mauiana Edhi droy^-^he bits wliilc she aUended to 
Ihe sick and so tl^y performed Ha| without having 
to spend a penny on travel. 

m\ DOES NOT VIEW T.V. NOR SEES REPORTS 
OF HIS INTERVIEWS: Abdus Sattar Edhi has never 
btSEt] a cLnerna-goerf he doesi not like to see filmE. 
Once in Bantva, he had an occasion to see the 
nim P U K AR ^ w'hich sbowed how a Mugh,aI King 
affered his own life to be taken in dispensation of 
justice to one of his subjects. Or. another occasion 
while he was staying in a hotel in Dhaka, he viewed 
n T.V. film because he had nothing else to do at 
that time, 
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He given tnlervifrAS to Radio and T.V. 

rtjert. but rnis never tieen thern on T.V. or listened 
to them on the radio. 

In 19S6 rciy first book on Ab;it.Lhi SaLtnr Ed Hi 
■*a& publisliod ir. Urdu, When I presented a copy 
to .him, he jnst a cursory gHuicc on l.he title 

page and [luL h. aside. On my rec]'aest to go ttirDugh 
the book 3.nci see what it ccntaincd, Kg replied 
soIlJv lloit il he L-juld tifiJ timn, lie \'^quld. 


OPPOSITION TO WOMEN'S TRAINING- AS NURSES: 
Edhi belongy to the Memon community. He was the 
ttrsL membf^r of the cottiriiLifiity wlio started nuniting 
triiirhng for worpien. They said in those days that 
he was corrupting wpmerr-folk^^d exploiting them 
to .satisfy his; owu desires, the oppositicn 

d i e d do V.- n . Today, they g I y sen d w-' o?ne n to 

wGi’k under the Trust. 


HALO OP HOhlNESS^Ife 
nn Edhi told m ‘ ' 

him. Tt’.cy as 
holiness on hi 
he had beej 
■' I w n t 
arc found'’ on 





rirpg ii cor. ver.sadon , Maula- 
e^jNnJit sonie people Ihir.k al^out 
why there was no sign of 
[acG as a result of the gcod work 
Eoing for such a long time. He said 
such people that glows and shines 
the faces of manv who take bribes 


or make moriey through other illegal or immoral 
meiins. Drunkards, too, have glowing faces, and 
so have those who lend money on exorbitant rates 
of interest, it is the heart, not the face that 
■sh D aid ha v c the glow of hoJi ness." 


GIVES HIS OWN PLOTS: Maulana Edhi had purcha^ 
sed two polts of land out of his own small savings. 
One of these plots measuring 240 sq yds. was in 
Naztmabad. When iheye plots were purchased their 
prices were not high. They could, however, fetch 
a very high price if sold now, Mauhina Edhi desired 
to use these plots for charitable purposes, hie con- 

44 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 

jaulied hjs wUe, Edbi, and they decided to 

mrikc tliem Ti^ust propci^ty. 


” HELLO I».... this is Abdus Sattar Kdhi''i Whon. 
someone cal Is him on tiie telephone ^ kiaulana. Edhi 
picking up the receiver says, ’’HELLO, As-Sala^n- 
G-Alaiku:Ti,, this is Abdus Sattar speaking. How 
are you?" 


NO DESIRE TO MEET INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE: Ed hi 
never iiarbaured in his heart the desire to establish 
personal contacts with people of high position or 
the wealthy, lie has never requested for a meeting 


y»ilh the President of Pakistan or the Provincial 
Loverncir or Cliief Minister. Among the vveaitl'iy 
class is Seth Ahmad Daood who belonj^jS to ti.mtva 
which is also Maul ana Edhi's nativ.eOown . But he 
has never called even on. SetH Papdd. 


CHlilCKlNG VAN: There ib anpj^^r van with nothing 
wriLtcri on it to point out aA^ specific purpose, It 
is used, for checking up^j^Jccs where some accident 
has taken place or an^yL'criTTunal act is feared to 
have been committed,., main purpose is inveatijirt- 
tory. It is also us^' for carrying run-away pirls 
to their 


EMPTY VEHICLES? NOe When he uses a vehicle h 
.V. aulana Edhi puts in it some articles that may be 
flooded to meet an erncrgency. There rnay be some 
tlnir4gs iViat are to be delivered to a centre or 
same pitJtient may have to be carried for medical 
treatment. Once, when I was ir. his company, while 
he was driving an the .Super Highway, T found 
the vehicle fuH of medicines, buckets and other 
relief article;;. He thinks, on reaching a, centre 
ihcire may be found an emurgency situation to meet 
wdiiclj any of these things might he needed. He. 
.does not let his vehicieF run on the roads without 
some relief articles. 


4 ^ 
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One of his habits is that the route he drives 
on to visit a centre is changed on the return 
journey^ This is probably done with the idea that 
there ahghl be a situation where hU services would 
be needed. 

KDHI AMBULANCE VJTTH CENEKATOR: tlow he visu¬ 
al Lzes different emergencies is exan-jplil'lcri by the 
airjbal^nce whicii hu ha& fitted witli m geiiHratnr 
Find a number of lijjht bulV>s on top. It is used 
when an accident takes place in a dark area, nr 
when someone is Crowned in a well or when a 
dead budy is to be searched for in ’ll jungle or on 
the seashore. Similar atnbulances are beinfi sent 
to Hyderabad and Lahore. 

NO PERSONAL USE OF VKHICLESe EdhL Trust cen¬ 
tres have several vehicles at^their disposal to be 
used v-’hcti needed for sociaj^ervics. Maul an a Edhi's 
residence is at quite a tfl.'^^nce from the Mithadar 
Centre but he does ebt use .any vehicle to go 
home for meals or to the Centre. Begum 

Btiqees Ed hi the centre at II O'clock 

daily but she distance both ways. 

ORDERS ELJ^^ IMMEDIATE ACTION: AU Iht; ceri” 
tres run udlticr the Trust work in an orderly man¬ 
ner. Any instructions given by Maulana Sdhi arc 
iriiTtiediately carried out. Discipiir.e in the centres 
is exempUry. It is like military discipline - may 
be even better, 

NEWSPAPER REPORT AND INSTANT ACTION BY 
BILOEES: V7c ‘were sit Ling in the Mithadar centre 
scanning the new'spaper. Bilqces was al&o there. 
A report caught our attention. It was inbouL the 
storm during the previous night in which about 
liO straw huts below the Clifton Bridge were blown 
away leaving their poor inhabitants in distress. 
Maulana Edhi immediately asked Bilqees to go to 
the aid of the affected people with clothes and 
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.t. food. If more relief laUpplies were needed, she 
£?hcnjtld come back arid deliver them to those poor 
peoplej he added. The desired action was quickly 
taken, without waiting for any official appeal for 
relief work, or for rit^wspaper reporters and photo¬ 
graphers to arrive at the spot to get publicity. 


NOTHING BUT TWO GLAS5RS OF WATER: I was 
W'iLh Maulana Edhi one morning. At 10 O'clock he 
set out for ’nis round of visits. 1 nceorspanied 

him. He went to the Trust centres on the Super 
Kighv^sy, In Buffer Zone, and iu Korangi. At 8 
O'clock ill the evening, he dropped me near my 
home. During that whole day he had no lunch, 
not even a cup of tea at any place, Alibis refresh¬ 
ment or nourishment (if one could cdJjJt so) cansis- 
Icd of two glasses of water - not ftiaWa refrij^erator 
but from a pitcher juade of That day my 

physical stamina ran out. 

TRAVELS ALONE: 1 hav^Q^SfcCompanied Mnuiana Ed hi 
irom Sohrab Goth to ^^hadar and to the Super 
lllghw-ay on his visi^i^vlto various ccutrcs run under 
the Trust. This however, an exception for 

iie usually trav;pl^^loMe , In view of the road acci¬ 
dents that occiir dailv in Karachi, I could not 
restrain myself trorn advising him not to drive alonei 
lor if, God forbid I something untoward happened 
U> him the humaniitarian work he wras doing would 
lie difficult to carry on smoothly. In reply he- 
Di'.ly &aid with a smile, "Allah helps me. Don't 
worry. NathiriK wil happen to rne," 


VAN DRIVERS PAID FOR HONEST WORK: ‘ Edhi 
Centre has a fleet of 175 ambulances and about 
j 300 drivers are on Its rolls. In the sub-centres 
iiiily they are paid regular salaries. But the drivers 
attached to 5ohrab Goth centre are not employed 
^ on a monthly salary: they are paid on the basis 
ci trips triade. Since their earnings depend on the 
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nuniber of 
centre as earl 


crips 


assignee: 


they l-ry to re port; back tn the 
possible’ after llnishLng a job 
to tberr^ so that they '-.vould be reddily 
Rvahable far the next aspignrticnt u-ibhoat losing 
thre. Since it is cemtiori knowledge'; iHat atost -drivsris 
try l.g make extra iTioney throiiE^b dishonest practices 
like steaiing petrol, the Centre betys petrol directly 
to put a chock to the oossibiUfy that iiialpriictice, 
In E^srachi s fee of is charged by the 

centres to carry a patient or victim of an acciderLt 
to hospital or back home within tUe Municipal Lirnits. 
A regular printed receipt is issued against this 
vp'ry reasonable charge. Malpractices on the part 
of drivers ;nre thus curb-ed and they are made to 
work hard and earn on -loneyt living. 


GIVE A BEGCAR AND WEAKEN HIS GKARACXER: 


Matilana Kdht tells ti.s that jys father was againsr. 
giving anything to (profq^H'bnal) beggars. Me was 
of the view Lhat by Dii$J^^^callcd help to the bag~ 
gars, w’e weaken tb^tr^character and silence the 
voice of their con'sclfence, We shouid instead try 
to Htrengthor. theilP sedf-conlidencG by putting tnem 
on to EFOme job^O" enable them to earn their livdi“ 
hood. To hup. Itiso Hi a father's advice was: "Depend 
on yoursellfW'Your own efforts and only on God's 
help to earn what you want to. Raise your hands 
in prayer before .Almighty Adlah who provides sus¬ 
tenance to ail his creatures. Do not ask even yo’^r 
awTi brathcr for a Loan t meet some need. This 
wilt save you from unnecessary gratefulness and 
worry about repaying the loan.-' 


’’MYSELF A BEGGAR": More than a hundred per¬ 
sons, both men and women r cume to Maulana Ahdus 
Sattar Edhi daily with requests for monetary help 
to meet a pressing need, of theirs, like the marriage 
of a daughter^ payment of an instalment of loan 
taken for house building, etc* Of them, some are 
just profcssionali beggars. He usually advises them 
to take up some work to earn, money. Requests 
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Ilh” Toney tu a.rrar:ge a Lii>’>\ry to be given tQ 
fliiLLghtcr at her arc not, sumFT'.arily LLirned 

Huwn. With Iuj^ advice tor siuiplicty, he? c^^tc^.d3 
whatever ]'.eip is posidble to deserving 
Neqiiests for monetary atisislancc in payinij olf a 
!ii?use-buiidi.r g loan instalmen!; are, ho^vovor, no‘ 

• "iLerl-aired . He s.hvs lie hin^sell’ is a be^^SiT vwho 
oef's not frit* himself or his family but lor others, 
incJttdiiie^ abcuit 2,000 sick or tlisabled persons Vv'ho 
ire prcivlded with shelter, meals, ciOthldj;? and rnodi- 
I iney etc. by his Ccrurtas* 

A ' F A QIR b Ma ulan a Eel in says h it 5m.,c n tally and 
Iry ceTnperaaiccit a Taoir' vvlio wants to live a simpte 
Hie with the fcarcyl minimum necessities of lile. 
Ills wile, liilqcos Edhi. b.ns the samt^ii^pproach 

I uw ards life, M c say 3 '-.vlie never some w idea □ r 

p'.an strikes theyr while they are rt^^Lilrig at nighi, 
iliey begin tc consult each other try to give 

II a concrete shape as early i^poj^alblc. 1 hey 
h.irdly think about other thi n|^ besides providing 
11 ore and more services for LiiC/ttccdy hoi nan beings 
L h ro u g ii n c w c ti n L re s 
I' rust, 

DOES NOT SEEK^Ei%:ME: Mautana Edhi has never 
I ml after fame* wants no recognition for his 

■ iwn pisrson* Hi§ only desire is that his orgarii7,atirtn, 
I, is inSlituLion be known to the pcnplc? so that 
iliey too may be attracted to the kind of work ho 
iiii@ been Crirryir.g on. invitations arc often extended 
1,1 him to attend a runction as Chief .Guest, But 
III- politely refuses. Mad he desired his own pubtici- 
ly, he would not have turned down such invitations. 


.nd 

xb 


poor Houses under the 


Nt313EL PRliiEi People who meet him often tell him 
I Hat he deserves a Nobel Prise for his humariUarian 
B'n-vices but lie replies that the work God has 
I'llgned to him is its own reward and better than- 
I Nobel Prize. 
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HE HAS GOD FROM CLOSE QUARTERS: 


God trom c^losc 

qL4i:irlt;rs and be lovind :li::i aiiirjr:g peopte wh.o arp 


Mau-tana Eli hi says lie nas. 'tictin:' 


hiisples.s, sick, down-troddcri and hated; who arc 
oroathir.g. in lone^ly slurns mindletit.'i oi whether ar.y- 
bnejy r.at’es for them or not, People woo nar>pcrj tc 
pass by them, turn their faces from them Li har.red 
and disgusts But God -ooks after thornt He is &■! 
close to then:. 


LOVED EY THE MENTALLY DERANGED: VJhor- Mau- 
iana Hdhi visits the cenhre^^ for the mer.tally deran- 
14 ed persons 


they rush towards hiiri, not ?.□ assault 
him as one might think, but Lg shake hands with 
him, Sume of them embrace hirr^warmly and show 
their affection for hir*. in ot headways. Hu too feels 
foi" them deeply I holds theni" ^ affertion, inQiiire^i 
about their welfare and Iheir complaints imme- 

dLately rodrossed, him frjr quite a i’ev.' 

minutes but he does^^ try to get out of tiieir 


rKu: 


3 

\ 0 ^ 

ABANDONED OR ♦RUN-AWAY GIRLS REFG&E TO 
LEAVE "APNA GHAR"; There arc several .girls in 
APNA GHA^ wore brought there five or six 

years agis^^Thair next of kin did come to take 
them back to their homes. But the girls re [used 
to go ’with thtsrr. saying that they were happier in 
GHAR and were well Uioked. after. They told 
tlic visitors that in this HOME established by Maula- 


na Ed hi, they were taught to reud and write, 
were given regular wholesome meals, were trahn^^ii 


i[j some handicraft of their liking and were allowed 
to view T,V. programmes. They'' had pG^ace of mind 
where they were jivingj they said. 


THOUGH NOT HIGHLY EDUCATED HE LO'OKS LIKE 
AN EXPERT: Maulaga Edhi has not had much formal 
education. Gujrati being his mother tongue, he 
can read it well. In Urdu and English he is not 
fluent. Although he has no degree or diploma in 


) 
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cafiiirn^i'CG 04* accountaKcy accDur.t-rU-!.epiny; Ln his 
woll-lia:idled and vvell-supt^rviKod. All con¬ 
tributions ars duly recorded arid receipts issued* 
Usually, receipts are tn triplicate. One is kept 
for office record, and two oi Lliem arc g:ivcr. to 
Llic person making the contribution, or his agent. 


One ot thc^e 
■'PLEASB 
ENABLE 


cyo has those words printed on it; 
SEND BACK THIS RKCEIPT TO uS TL) 
US TO CHECK OUR ACCOUMTS." Thus 


any discrepancies or wiliui maTLjpulatiQr.& are iluly 
checked. 


To check on the pcrforTnance of vehicle dri¬ 
vers, a printed £qr;:i; is required to be filled in 
hours after duty 


within IZ hours after duty. Distance covered by 
the vehiede, petrol used and cither details are men¬ 
tioned on this form. 

cr 

About innocent children,, orphAns and run- 
Fiway Kiris found or reported to thi% Edhi centres, 
Inere are printed forms which, one detailed 

information about them wiihouL^^e need for seeking 


others' assistance in this 


I informed 

aadited every year, 


c(\©dcticin , 
kit accounts are regularly 




A DISASTER OR AN EMERGENCY-HE IS THRHE: 

The sphere of Maulatra Edhi's social service is not 
liirdced to Karachi or nearby place:a, uur even to 
Paki.st.an I’ it ejcLends far beyond as tht? situation 
demands. When Chitral was hit by u severe earth¬ 
quake, he visited the area and supervised the 
■relief work that was being done by his Trust wor¬ 
kers., He also assisted them personally, Roiiet for 
'the victims of floods in Bangladesh was arranged 
by him immeduitely after he had read about the 
calamity in the newspapers. He reached there perso¬ 
nally and helped tho&e affected by Ihc disastrous 
floods. 


The drought-stricken Ethiopia also drew his 


SI 
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aLtantian, When be applied for periuission to vn^iil 
that country Lu provide reiici to its people ^ he. 
c-enjItJ obtain a visa valiLi for only 10 days, lie 
lYowover went there and t.jlped the starving people. 


.4 few years ago, he even visited iioir'Jt, the 
city that was once 30 beautiful but has Oeeu 
by interriAl sirile an-'l ex‘.errial aggressLcin. The 
Israelis took him for arre.s*,ocL hiiTL. DnrtJ’g 

rhe irvn 5 tigal.ioti that followed, an Israeli docterr 

to find out _^whetb 

:,ha,t riicjmeot, he I'iad in 


cartie iti examiric r.irrj to find out whether or not 


ho was a mental case* 


At 


hi& hands a magazine that conlaitied an interview 
with him. be showed it to the dactar and explained 
that he was nrdy a social Yvorker. The Doctor read 
the interview- and’ was .satis fied^^oout his idE^ntity. 
He ihcn acc-crrrt.>an.ied him to^we horder anri saw 
him otr\ He .stayed in BeirulQjcr rune days. 


Abdus Satt.ar Kdlm^ls not read ary twok on 
sociitl servdcf?; knows*thenries about it. He only 
and belieV’^^rfiat it is a human need arrJ 
acts accord in gly. ■#£ is a rnar, of action. 






EDHI FOUNDATION-'-A MISSIONARY INSTITUTION 


HdhL n'liundation has established Its nEime .as 


a missionary insnt'Jtion . PGOpIc tru&t it and contri-, 
bulo iTiil)Lor.& of rupees to if in the right hope oh 
getting a continuo'-is reward from Gad (Saw?j.b-e-j 
Jaariayah). Some riniay do so only to earn, a good' 
name in society. God 35 the best Judge ol their 
intentions.. Whatever the case, Maulana Edhi has 
become a mission by himsKsf and God has mads 
him an examolc to be emulated. 


TRIALS AND TRlIi ULATION : During his past 4 f'j 
year? ot Mocisil service., Maulana Edhi has scor.-ljj 
quit-e a few periods of trials and tribulations. During uj 
the Bhiitto regime, a union ot workers wa& formed^ 
which worked against him and, ais a result of its: 
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activities K be wiib dcprivt:d of the authority to 
run tbe institutioji he had estabjished after ( . _ing 
and boJving a iot of difficulties that come in the 
v/av of Dersons dedicated to a ];uri:]anirarian cause. 
Gnd helped him through ail such periods. He says 

OLioobitioti of worhf:rs iike him is an i.inav<nfJabtc 

■ 

DhcriOnierion anti Al’.ali will Ijulp liLiri in iLitur : aisu 
FIS He lia;^ in his Mercy done in the past. 


H F. H A S S HOWK T H K WAY: Mai liana hulii has Crtab- 
hshod a method of work for social and humanp--.riFir. 
service and inus shown the way to otner-; >v.ho 
\vr.nl to enter ihi:^ field. Ad-.en he started his ^I'lnbu- 
fance service, there w'fis no other private org-xniza- 
tirjn rendering such service, Today there are scores 
of 53L:ich organisations, He [eels hgi|i;fey over the 
present number of ambularjccs in JSrid eoimtrv. He 
wishes that more and more pcopl% i^y caine for‘.vard 
icj join the iield of social the^r dilen- 

tions be not very sint.erc. 


RKAL HAPPINKHS: SaLlar Edhi 

heart feels real and tr appiness wuien 


sav 


ae r^-rLdors 

some service to fe!ld:%' human beings and when he 
succeeds in getti.iBg' some plan Ici serve hurruinity 
impici-acnted. Tkf^ 'year he met with cxtraoirrj ir.ary 
success in coilccfing skins of (JurbarJ animal ., the 
sale of which brings funds for his centres to be 
run smoothly. This year the income from this source 
amounted to 70 Lakh Rupees. He says he L^js no 
Dcrsunal desire the fulfilaient of which may bring 

k 

him happiness. 


THEY GIVE ANIMAL SKINS FOR SELF-INTEKESTs 
The Trust set up centres thU year to collect skini? 
of atiimals sacrificed on the occasion of Kul-ul-Azha. 
People extended their co-operation but mciny of 
tliGcti Jcitcr on came to Maul an a Ed hi to his 

recominen^latIon and support for their various appli¬ 
cations to Governmental agencies. Such examples 
of self-interest- are deprccahle and paint an unhappy 
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picture of our peopltj. He has therefore dicided 
not to set up any such centre for collection of 
skins next year. Those wishing to give animal skins 
would be askeci to deliver them to one of the Ed hi 
Trust centres already established. 

Income Erotn the sale of these skins is spent 
on funeral needs of the unclaimed dead bodisa and 
on medical treatinent ot the poor and the needy. 

they swear by GOn but are CHEATS: Maulana 

Edhi laments the dticlinc of sincerity and truthtul- 
ncss among people. Nobody knows with w'hat inten¬ 
tion a trian is really worldng* The whole society 
seems to have given up the path of righteousness, 
He therefore advises his workers and drivers that 
in case of some trouble or rrii^;l^p or in facing a 
difficult situationj. they shoulfi be patient and cool- 
tempered in order to let tlA^’iiuation remain vindc^r 
contro] and to check, thqj^^ouble from spreading. 
Even if they happen to receive slaps or kicks 
, from people^ they shonUld remain calm and refrain 
frcDtij retaliation; fis^r-, if the situation worsens, it 
wnll nnt be easy,tO: get Justice done. He says people 
sometimes cur^O^lTfi, or call him namtis cui his 
face or on the tCiephone but. he only soules and 
keeps calftt* One man took some money as a to^ir. 
from him. Later on, he refused to pay it back 
and said "Get your money back through a Court 
of Law, rf you so wish. I wUi see how the Law 
cun help you irj the matter'. Maulana Bdhi, niter 
relating this experience of his, said that the Law 
cf Truth is not allowcu io prevail today. Ir, the 
Courts of Saw, people f.we.ir by Gqd in tupporl th 
isissthood, he added. 

WE ACT FOR THE SATAN; He says that so far at 
our religious belief is concerned, we decisiro tnat 
qur "Eeman'’ is sound and that we fully believe in 
Allah's Word, but when it comes to our deeds an 
actions, we accept the leadership of Satan ar. 
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follow him blindly. Iti our soninl cuEitams, in our 
cerctnonses, im Lhc occii&ions of births 
and deaths what we do clearly betraytil's Satariic 
influcne. Even our '’IBADAAT” (prescribed religious 
dyties teswerds Cod ar.d His creatureE) are presented 
before others as big deeds for which we try to 
take credit and to elicit their respect. 


AN IDEAL HUMAN BEIKG: A REAL MUSLIM: The 
main iilenticy of man is based on his religior.. We 
arc MLislinas and lake pi ride in lacing so: but we 
have drifted far away from our mission, says Manla- 
Tia Ed hi. Ife adds that some time k he himself feels 
ashamed of being called a Muslim, for a real Muslim, 
is an ideal human being. 


CAPITALISTS AND 
wants U3 to e.stablisli a cons, 
met^ting our socio-economic, 
lective needs and solving 


" WA DiilR AS : fslam. says, 
ILfcative system for 
tical and other col- 
ems facing the pe¬ 



ople, But the capitalist££^d the 'Waderas' have 
"chainecU' fslam* as h^^uts it. and i:rposed on 
people an Islam ni L^li* own choice, 

ISLAM IN OUR g^^VICE: Ho is of the conEiidered 
view that thei^^ we profess to be Muslims, in 
reality wc do not want Islarn to rule over us. On 
the contrary, we try to mould. Islam in a way that 
wuld serve our own selfish ends. 


CAPITALIST MENTALITY; The mentality of a big 
capitalist, according to Maulana Ecliii, is like that 
oC a man who stands on the roadside and seeks 
public contribution, in money, He says the capitalist 
mentality is of such a low order that it is better 
not to talk about it* 


ULEMA & DOCTORS; He also says that only if oar 
religious leaders were sincere, they could enforce 
Islam in the country in a day with all its blessings 
and benefits for humanity. Similarly, our doctors 
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Cein render i-fnnnerse service to liic needy and tiit? 
sick only if they i^hed off their greed and tolicw 
Islaeilc teachings. But the tragedy is ihat neither 
qT them vvants to practice sincerely* 

DOCTORi? AMASSING WI^AhTH: His opirdon about 

ocJcLor-^: 

'In these days, doctors do not lock upon 
pnLients as huTTiari beingf>. Their a‘.'a rice for 
wealth is ever-increasing. Medical treatment 
is b^^c-omiT 1 g iiiorc and ir.^re expensive. For 
the low-^income group, it is olLcr cormplotely 
beyond their moans, to say nothing of l.he 
pear and the Indigent. *No doctor, dispensary 
or hospit-nl gives treatinetil; v,:ii1.h a miissianriry 
spirits pL-escribirig simple, expensive and 

yet efficacious medicin 

Those ’vvho develop hablH|^nj'.irinus La hcaitii, 
like smoking, arc no^^vised first to give it 
Lip. The danger toJ^SJth resulting from fjurb 
habits is not fLill^>eK plained to the pitiont 
only because a^^iSIn indulgence on the part o: 
the patient prolong his illness or delay 

the cure u'ouid obviously bo to the 

benofit ol^^e dcctor*'^ 

THEY ESTABLISH TRUSTS FOR SELFISH ENDS: 
klaulana Kdhi is of the opinion that bakEiitan'a lead¬ 
ership has been materinJistic in its outlook. This 
is true of both political and rengious leadership. 
They have, for all intents and purposes, put their 
sel f-interGSt and self-aggrandisenient above every 
thing else, VJhen vve establish some [nstitutian or 
trust, we usually have our own interests \n mind. 
Whether it be with people or with GovernEnent* we 
indulge in deceit and fraud from dawn tn dusk. 
Thie result is that we have drifted away I'rerri the 
path of living a dean and honest life and establish¬ 
ing a cieanr peaceful society. IVc are only working 
far chaos, confusion and destruction. 
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QURAN - OUR liKST TEACH KR B. GllinE: He 
Isldirn teaches as to Live and work for the goad of 
humanity. Quran is our best guide and teacher. 
But wa look to’.vards the West lor guidance and 

not towards the Holy liook * 

QAZI SYSTEM; AbdU ‘i Suttnr Ed hi beLiigvePi th»t 
there is only cme way oi rGioriuiiig society and 
Lhrit is the uEtablssl'.ment of Uaai Systerri (appoint^ 
menu of Qagi CuurLs to dLSp^nse Isk-tmic justice 
and cquky). he is of :he opitiion that this system 
will salve all probEerriS now facing our society and 
remove all its ills. Hnr this purpose, we should 
elect persons of high moral character and personal 

integrity irem among those who are living, a retired 
litK, Their tenure of office should bt^Tive years, 
after which period fresh elections shoald be hold. 
The Qa^is should be given full to dispense 

j Lis tic e according to JsUmiic teacM^^s^ They should 
be niado ^'AMIRS'' (Chiefs ruin ist rata rs) in 

their respective areas. Th0i^^ii-idgenicnts should 
be J‘ir.a.1 like those of Lvl^httal Law courts. Evils 
can be curbed and car be i-ei'orcsed only 

In this way. Talks an iikdlo or Television, religious 
or morai prcachiiigs -d#-other ways to reform ir.divi- 
ditjils and failed to achieve this objec¬ 

tive and vvil rsol. succeed in Tutu re. too* 

SOCIAL WELFARE UNDER WESTERN SYSTEM; He 
eayE, "Our ideas about social sorvicc or pooplo^s 
welfare arc mostly based cm the system practised 
in the West* But that system is not wVioly applicable 
to our country. Social service regulations in the 
V^estern countries put hindrances in the way of 
social workers and institutions. That is the reason 
why I have not got Edhi Trust registered with 
the GovertinjeuL. if 1 had done &Oi this Tru&t 
would not have been what it is today.'' 

ISLAM AS APPLIED TO WOMEN: Maulaha Edhi dif¬ 
fers wUh those who hold that the sphere of women's 
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ictivitics shouU^ * 2 :>:tcTid beyond their homes■ 

In h'-s consi:dc!rad view, young girls and evE;n Tnur- 
ried ’.von-ian run .=iway troiii their homes be cause 'we 
confine them within the four of our houses 

and do r.oL allow them io saa Lhe world outside, 
whjo swear by Liiiarr: want tg apply it only 
on womonfalk oi:t of male oliauvinisni. do as.-cs. 
'Miin our Masjirr: vvomein r.oL worl'" on the bat’.^e 
'roriL Ln the early dnyt. of Islam? Did chey not go 
c-utsidic their homes Lo perform cirierent duties cor.- 
uacted with their household,--iheir ciiiltireu and 
Lheir relations?'' Islam is not a tyratiriLcal religion ^ 
he says, but afi f:*!" as our womenfolk'are concerned r 
our actions are contrary Lu the taachinKS oL Islam 
and this has led to the impressinn, partlcuiarly in 
the ttVsL, that t'r.esc teachings^re discriminatory 
against the w^omen, that woTpflfi^are secorid-class 
huirian beings and tliat they iwwt bow to the dictates 
of man. 'T have closely otA^ved women ?ind fnund 
that evils like fraud, 'ics a.re much less in 

them, Their beliavioLis^^^th others is much better 
than menhs, They compassion, sympathy and 

aifectioti ir. theiiwyiearts , Our religious leaders 
preach Islam the pulpit, They hai'dly w(?rK 

among the pcoii^*and tiavo little practical e,^:pcricrice 
of men and Most of their FATV/AS [religios 

edicts) a^:^:irissucd or= the basis of hearsay. Had 
they seen pcoole in their da.V“tci“day uftj as did 
the KHI:LAFA-E-RASH1P££N, ’ (the early Caliphn 
uf the Roly Prophet) and been pracUcai^ had they 
observed thn life of the poor and felt lor their 
poverty, had they tried to understand people's 
problems, they would not have Imposed a ban on 
women's going out of their homes," 

Touching on tho economic difficulties that most 
people today face, he says. "Today a family may 
consist of fivp, seven or ten persons, but there 
may not be no re than one earning member to svjp- 
port all of ihemt The question to ponder is; how* 
long can he continue to meet all their basic necessi¬ 
ties of life? The answer is obvious., Those whp 
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can earn a living must earn it; other\visc the family 
strijcturci v.-ill crumble down, Kay, even evil thou¬ 
ghts and evil actioufs may find their \vay in. That 
ts the reason why I have decided to bring women 
forward in every field where they can prove to 
be itsefui LTiGrnbGrs of society. vVorntin are being 
trained as drivers, clerks, telephone opera¬ 

tors and in other professions. They have a groalor 
and better sense of service. What is* needed is to 
atrenglherj tfus sense and srake good use of it. 
Trh& is w'hat I a;n dotng. But ator:gwith suc]'i trainitjg 
and putting them i.n suitable jobs, I alway's ixpress 
upon thern not to show, themselves off, ia observe 
the "Purdah" as prescribed in the Ho]y Quran 50 
as Xo ward oil any mari who rriay hav^e evil thouglus 
abnui. thena. I also a^k. them to be regular in their 
prayers, Ramajian fasting, paying iakat and in 

carrying out other iniunctions 

.Vlauhina Ed hi adds/' Our atrucLure today 

Lis such and taboos are so ^^^abilng that worr-en 
> become psycliologiciilly s:c%^Cr?r:iE.y a,re victims of a 
tyranrjicLil set-up. 1 ha ^“ 0 ^ 0 bserved therti clasely* 
My APNA GflAK tod3^s^^> houses about a hundrod 
-run-awny girls. If not provided them with 

shelter and Dther in a c)pa;i atmospherti, 1 

w'ould not clear idea iiboul the causes 

■wnich led then- to behave in the \va.y they had 
behaved. L now undcsiaj^d their minds better Ih-Liri 
-hm3.si people do." 


About hts own family he says, "1 have plainly 
told my wife and daughters r.oc to be subdued by 
the CLLsiomary, disabling E-;ocial taboos and to r^erve 
humanity by coming out of the confines of their 
home, My elder daughter, Kubra, working in u 
poor huuBG. She is so devoted tn her social service 
rthat even on the occasior: of Bid she did not go 
Jhome far three day.s," 


^FORCED MARRIAGES - 70% DIVORCES: The nLimber 
;of divorce^ in our society is on the increase. One 
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main reascn for this situation, according lo Maulana 
Edhi, is that niuu feerJ no hL^sitation and ailov.' no 
hindrance to coiriC in the 'Aay of a secondi marriage. 
iVhun he has his desire fulfilled, he begins to 
care Jess and less for the right-s and needs of hib 
first wife. 30% of divorce cases result from this 
ai. Li lade, while 70% of cases are the result of forced 
or arranged marriages. Young rjio:i and girls arc 
marriud off by th-oir parents or yuardiar.s on gro' 
Linds of preference I nr their own coratTi’.inity oi' of 
religious and sectarian affinity, withuial caring for 
the wiliing consent af ihos^ they bind in nuptial 
tics. 


THRY DRIVE PARENTS MAD AND TURN THEM OUT: 


In the- Poor Hous«^ 
IS a large ournber 


of 


I'P by Mauhirya Ed hi, there 
men anc^^omen -,\'ho has-'o 


been driven out ol their by their ultra- 

modern VVe&tern“educated solus; and daughters beca“ 
u^e tho latter thought Lhufctheir parent^ wore eithier 


a n 


socially very back ward (^"®d ’’conservatK e ' a 
eccnomic burdu.n on In cither caso, lliti p- 

arents were found, XM Toe a hindrunce In bettering 
their social and e<:onomic statues and in their 

'S\’' 

tGrri-style livlnpc/^'hci club life. They tluu’elore w^nt 
to get rid nf parents, bring them to :in udlij 

centre lc'i;i^€^iis5ion to Lbc Poor HouiiCj saymg 
ihrat he rn-N^ie is loo aid and poor, or is a mcntfil 
case and ihereforc gives their, a lot of trouble or 
that he or she was found by LJ*ep on £on:e ioetpatL 
in a wr etc hoc condition. 


POOR HOUSES IN EVERY STREET: Maulana Edhi 
faro5KGS the time when Poor Hornes will .have Eo be 
set up in every quarter and v.lien modern sons 
and daughter;, would deem it an act of kindness 
or virtue to get their old pa ret ns admitted therein. 
Or mnytie the piu'entK v^culc themsclvet* prefer to 
gut away Irorn ihcir sons and daughters who did 
not want, to live with l hem any longer, Fxnd would 
tine rein re seek a peaceful y^ylum. 
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EDHl HOME A SHELTER FOR ANIMALS TOOs Sdhi 
Centre wss origin Eilly rue fin t to provide distres^sed, 
poor, sullerin;^ end helpless htiman beings with 
shelter^ food, eJothing and niedicai treatment. Soon, 
however, anirriaJs that were croGlly treated by their 
owners and had as a result become lame or crippled 
or badly wounclDd., also be^an to he sheltered and 
fed and provided witit medicaJ IreatmeiU. These 
anin;al-s inelLiue donkeys, mules, horses, monkeys^ 
deer, dogs and cats, In view ol the increasing 
number of such finitnals, a separate project was 
planned and now a Veterinary Hospital is under 
■construction on a two-acre pioJ: of land an the 


Jill per Mighw^y, This will provide medical treatiT.ent 
orhy to such animals as have been abandoned 


their owners and are Gither 
,or crippled. 

FCnJL'SMELLiNG CORPSE 
A £17 Rangeehj.|. who was 
Provincial Assembly Irom 
story: 


A 


very 



in i ured 


Abdul 
of tllG 


rolales this 


coming 


^ ol his constituency wri& 
there was no trace about 
informed Maulana Edhi that 
out of 0 ’W'slLcir tank in ;he 


you n g 

lost. For about a 
her. Then som 
foul smell was 

arcs. He at once arrived ai llitj spot and took oul 
ol the Lank a corpse which was iound to be ti'iat 
of Lhe lost gij':. The dead body was in a stato of 
decomposition and the smell was so foul and unbear¬ 


able chat nobody w-arited to go ncur h. Tt w-as 
only Mania 11 a Hdhi 'who could do ii, 


A l^OG'S HEAD bODY REMOVp:n FRO^/ ROAD: Due 
day at 11 U'c.ock .is T reached APNA GHAR in 
Sohrab Goth, I found MauJana Edhi leaving for 
t.ic Mist*L a I CGntre on the Kuper Highway, i aJso 
got into the Van alon g w-ith a psychiatrist. A bout 
Kilometers from Toll Plasa. the dtiFEC botly of a 
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dog *-£is lying an thw mnin rcaa. As the Ma.;line: 
vjas absorbed in conversiitiari he cfiuhl not see the 
corpse, but a'ter the vAn lieynnd it. 

I'll.’ h^pper’i^d Ln its reflection m the iTiirror. 

At once he puiLcd up, piit th<i Vrin in ibe reverse 
^car aj:d go:=- dov^'n In re:'rtive ihu' corpse. [ too 
r(nit:wRd iiirn ;^*nd loked about for a tree brancl’i or 
iiome other thing with whicii i could oeip liim in 
rem«3viijg iho rJefi-d body. As 1 succeeded infioding 
■1 ijranch and relurned" tu the spot tv here- tlte dead 
dog vvas lying, L found to iny j.stt:ni 5 hnnjr;: lhr?.t 
he had ai-rcaciy resriovecl It from the I'Ocid with his 
bare lirtrrls using only a plecr of waste paper that 
he found on the road side. 


i^cnc- call infarinGd 
f^laur.ch igi out of 

we {.I on the sl'Hjr^r^s 


FOOD FOR INDIAN SAILORS: 
r.ht^ Centre that an Indian mo 
order and its sailors have 
uf Karachi. They wure i-10 persons. Their 

food s-apfiTed and run they had byun hung¬ 

ry for quite a few day^^Maulana Ed hi inriniedialelv 
ii'jstrucLed’ his iii«n ' 
sailors and to coh^ 
tnev wer 


■F' on OL^^h 


eliever food tc the atien 
Ue to fccG then: us long as 
ores. 


HAPPY TO ft^Nni-K DECOMPOSED CORPSES: One 
bay I foutVS- Maulnnu Ed at ir a very happy r:"itjLjd. 
In reply Co my query he ouid with a smile on his 
hps and a light In his .eyas Liiat he had been 
iniorrned of a dead txidy lying in tiic jungle near 
the fiea. it was badly decomposed and the odour 
spreading from U was so unbearable that no one 
wsiTitt-d to go near it. He himsetf then lifted i* 
vvith his bare hands and after neeeKsury rites it 
was buried. 


20.000 DEAD BODIES GIVEN 'fGHUSL'h There may 
have been no. Muslim in the world in the past or 
in our owr. [iay who could claim to have given the 
pres.cnbed GHUSL to about SO.OtJO dead bodies du¬ 
ring a span of 40 years. This distinction goes 


62 

f r 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 



itsurdu.blogspot.com 


only to 4,bd\is Suttiiir KtJhi. Thit could 

well bf= held as a 'iVorlcJ Record, On an averaoe, 
tlii'oc Li) ^-welvC dead bodies arc tiaiided dnily by 
niea for CJILISl., I he i.’Lrclaijni:>d deaa bodies (jf lMws- 
liiriK who breathe ineir la&t in Uie three main hospi¬ 
tals ci K.ii-achi. namely, Jinnah ?osi GraduaLe Modi- 
c; 11 i Cent re , V h r C i y U Hospital a n C. A h basi Shah e e d 
hospital. Lire also given GHUSL, by t'mo servant ol 
humanity. 


O M li h R EA U CRA GY : 1 1 a r, a Ed hi s ;iy^ , '* IV'e ha v e 

trusted nn Govcrnmctit in conre-ctian wLlli the prob¬ 
lems oi the people, There has always been a dis¬ 
tance which these opposeci to the Government in 
power have sought to maint^iin in their own interests 
Kgr this purpose they confused our uiinds w=:tn 
aoLi-Govcramen L propaganda and Jid^|tot have a 
word of praise or apprech:ition cver^Jmr the good 
po.icies cii the Goverrinietit. '1’ h.e'yiHijih.d. not relrain 
Irom levelling false and unioLirid^^chargcs against 
those in power. Ihhs save rise,itj%ubve.r^ nctivi- 
tios. to cJass :i trLIggIc , to, hes on groa:id 5 of 
religious or sectarian rii^^er.ccs. ?or all these 
phenomena, one can hlame sq ua rely on 

those who di'ive the of people on the wrong 

paths aivd yet poscy^hemstdves as their Iritmids, 
servants and well^i^bihers. 1 too once used to decry 
burciucracy, Tod^" people may think [ am also a 
bureaucrat,, for I try to keep a distance between 
my soli and those who come to me. There are many 
■'.vho are either professiotial beggars or poso lo be 
needy or want to use me in some such way as 
could serve rhoir selfish ends." 


DM SECOND MARRIAGE AND NARCOTICS: In the 
llgnt ol bis experience during the past 40 years, 
MiiulaciQ Kdhi is of ttie firm view that the basL 
and oasiest way of putting some one on ihe path 
of eventual destruction is Lp make him a drug 
addict and the easiest way to deE^troy a man's 
peace of mind to make him have a second wife. 


63 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 




itsurdu.blogspot.com 


h’A.MlL¥ PLANNtNCl NECESSARY: On tlii2 controver¬ 
sial qvjk^stioii of Fanjily planniiii^, he says 'There 
are t'vo classes in societv: i ■ the oeor and oenriHfiKed 
snd ii) the rich and bpressors. The latter elites 
controls the distribi:t.ii;::i of vi-caltii. In oL lUe 

way QLir Hdci'shv worhs ll ia nccessL-iry to nave 
recourse re things like farr.ily planning tc sstabr.lish 
,1 son of eq!liUbrium in Kocaety- V't'hcr: cli=;Linctiens 
|jeLvvee:i Llie ptior iind Lhi? weiilLliV will "adc o'.Jt, 
and justice and equity will prevail, there wll then 
Ijg no need for faTn-lv plar.ninti 


IMAMS» PtRS AND THEIK INCOME: A deputatkin 
once came to sco Mauiana ZahL in his Mithsdar 
of licit;. Arnemp other fnaLterri, the qnestiwon cjf rntiin- 
L C n- a I; C e of HC c: 0 U n t s ri I .S o C ;-i T, e d F disc ‘J S si 10 r... 
The Mauiana told them that evef^' paisa he received 
prc3perly accounted fur Cil laig ollice.. hi-t lie 

Limqr^s heam^i of files» He 
t a re I ma ing , Firs and 


did not like 


w a a 1 i ri 


said, ^"In our soeifitv 
ether 
tViem 


SLJ-calied re 
to render aca- 






badern, huL no body asks. 
S- r^f what they receive, 
Vvhy this discrimination? They reccivo large amounts 
of money and nfferings frum their :"oltowers 

and yet du nnt liWve to botiser about keepir.p p.rojjer 
accourts ot g^'cipts and expcuciiLiirea, People have 
conildence^^^i^ me and my work. They contribute 
valuntarhy in casti and kind, knouing full well 
that evttry penny tney give wid be spent in the 
right place and hui" Llie ri^ht cavi-s^^' , 


ADVICE TO MIAN MUNSHI OF LAHORE: A phhafi- 
thropist of Laore built a hospital building ni a 
co^t ot 16 Million rupees:, requeu^lGd -Maulana 

Edbi to advise him about its proper use. The latter 
said ' if you wish to hand over this building to 
rne, I will use it as an orphatiago, for running a 
big hGa[jita. is not my mission. Hut if you want 
trial it imay be run as a hospital, you may fiand it 
over to the Government. Mian Miinshi (the philar.- 
tfiropist) was, however, keen on the- hospital Idea 
and so put it under Govercirnent control. 


64 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 










itsurdu.blogspot.com 


A.C* NOT USED: The ruotor vehicle which M^iulana 
Abdus Sattar Edhi uses has an air-conditioncr iriii- 
tajltnl in ir* It is however, surprising to m^Lriy 
vvhcj ;ir« ttilci about iL that he haa so far oeviir 
turned on the air-conditiuner even in liOt suenner 
days. He cares htlle for his personal conn fori. 


KMC REJECTS HIS APPLICATION HOR GRANT OF 
LAND: Eclhi al way 5 con 1.rois 1 1 i e-: feelin«fv and his 
tongue when other per-^ons or cstabli5li:riCtits again¬ 
st whotn he may have genuine cnTnplanils are under 
dtscu&sion. even, though they may Ijave caused him 
worry and retarded his oians. Once vvhen Karnchi 
Metropolitan Carporation wagi the subject of our 
conversatton. he could not restrain htiisseir iind 
pointed out that his application for in Crangi 

Town to open a Centre under Edhi Trts.st'waE- truncJ 
down without any justilication. Anethcr appiicauon 
for grant of land to be used as iaprial ground has 
been pending lor six years, iVa bill know that with 
Kar^ichi's rapidly rtiultiplying p©p\ilatLon, trjore buri¬ 
al grounds art; n crying rii^cl. He said that KMC 
3s expected to addresn to the needs of tluo 

people btit the state affair.5 demands that 

all or most of iln ernpjoyee^, parElcij].ariy its offi¬ 
cers, be transiGru^ to ntner estabii&hrr.ent^ and 
Gnd-fearing persons be appointed against those 
posts, He added that a particular religious group 
seems to havti rnoriopolized that civic body vvhicl'j 
had only added tq the Drobleius of the ocople, 

•r I 1 r 


HNSHA ALLAH" ON OUR LIPS ONLY: He says wa- 
Musliri'is utter INHHA ALLAH [God willinG} manv 
times a day wnile making a promise} or wishing 
well of But this has become inert; hal?i!. 

Our inlc 11 Lions are in most cases other'-Mst! cu,:! 
when w ■ --ipciik tlieac words arc really Lellirjg 
lies. 


TRIBUTE TO Z.A. NlZAMIs Among the Government 
ofiicials whose services are appreejated by Mauiatja 


itsurdu!blogspot.com 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 


Edhi is the Director CcrK^rril (jf K^iriiichi Develop merit 
A u t hori t y , Mr, 7. . t\ , N t zcrrJ ► Uc is of tlie optn lon 

taat the said ofiicial has a hurran approach tov^ards 
the peapfe and their problems and is God-fearrr g. 
In the hiishneri 1 of nev.' ccritrcs under Edlil 

Trust in difiornct areas of this fast-expanding city, 
he e^cLeritiei.J his co-opcirntiuri v-ithiojl delay and so 
crtiblcd the Trust to provicle facilities that ai'c so 
urf^ently needed in emergencies. 


19Kfj"”"A Tragic Year for Karachi: During ihv. twel¬ 
ve inonll'is oeriod beginning from October 1986, 
Karachi was repeatedly the scene ot extremely reg¬ 
rettable everts in which a large nuFcbcr ol huinan 


lives were losl and great damage was done to pro¬ 
perty, borne of tnese incidents appeared to be the 
resul 1 of Le rrori si ar t i v i Lies i I c d by eie me n t s 

noT belonging to this crjurttr''j(rWd inimical to Pakis*- 
t a n , 




During all thcisc^^^^dc nts of btoedshvd and 
bomb blasts^ ^.faulai^eJS&dhi , Begum Bilqces Edhi 
and their vulantriis^^sucial v,'C'rhi?r& rtimainc^d busy 
in rt^lief ■; 1 Lni=; rinrk. They set ore of 

the finest ar.d<;&^rGatest examples of veHless service 
to h urn a n i c 'i will n r: v e r be f o r got i v n. 

Abdus Satlar Edhi tnlnks that the barbarous 
killings titid bloodshed of l^^vli Deceinbcr, 1986 ir. 
AUgarh Colony and Qasbah Colony were more reg- 
retta-hle because those who instigated theiri or Look 


LiCtive pan ir. killing imioccnt men, women and 
children seGmed to be trjtally devoid of all hiirr^iri 
teivHngs. Lt was all a scene of sheer brutality with 
j : Q 11' a e e i> f i i \i ;i; a n i t y , K o is of t li e o pi n I a n i 1 1 a : 
bad and inhi:mar. politics was behind the insensible 
bomb fclasts. 


Alter the rtiaftsactre in Aligarh Colony, the 
lirst person to arrive there wa& Abdus -Saltar Edhi. 
He immediately organized relief work, Edhi Trusi 
ambulances were aeen Traking round after round 
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[■lo carry the dead sind the irjyr-cd to hoE-.p]lalB, 
MTIic deadj, alter bcLng pronouti-ce^l f-o by hospital.-,, 
■Avero buried. ReHef supplies were delivered to the 
P terror-striclceri men i women and children vvlio 

viv'fid and weret trying lo seek safety hehind ih.u 
I closed daors of their own houset- or by running 
I away to other places, 

Those tragic incidentsi with the heart-rcriding 
stori-e& ot those directly aJ I'ccted by Ihem, have 
left an indelible unpressjon on the triirKis oi the 
pcofde of Karachi. They rightly fctl that had tSiera 
been no Ed hi Trust and its vole n leers + the loss 
of hunian lives in tno&e laimcntable incidciiLs would 
have been lar greater. To them Tdhi is mm 'ac^cl 
Mujf rrercy'h 

EfJD GlFTb FOR PRISONERS; The ESjtfs keop hear- 
Eing Irom all kinds uf people anfd^«;cei=. Even the 
■jmcssl. unexpccied quarters- Botj^aula no Ediu and 
pBilqties £dhi read every sinaifttett er received by 
p-them. Sometimes they each other will: 

Htho nail. A moving received ii-om the 

I prisoners of the Elydcj^feid Jail, They had e?d:l 
that Eid wab* at hand^^t Uiey neither had clothes 
to wear on the nor anything special to 

I tat tO' celebrate bid evefi though tiicy v.'cre so 
u-.^j.ortunai-e as to be atvay trom tlieir loved one?.. 
Maulana bdhi irnnedialGly responded with., rlohlve:?, 
biscuits, fruit ^nd five hundred Jinnah Caps. Tc- 
I iTif-ke thc-^ poor sit^uls tetfl that they werti still 
purl ot hiainanity and \verc ijot *i,barid{jned to roi 
^ in the dungeons. That somebody still cared! 

1 ^ 

VNO b'-iPNA GHAR’ OF IIIS (JWN: .Aa i measure ni 
.^bdus Satlai' Eelhi's .sincere devotion lO' sui'ving 
I he e^ui fering hamanily may be cited the fact hu 
is not onty formally ar. innrUu of ' Apna, Ghjir*' at 
Sohi-ab Goth, Karachi (having formally filled in 
I The prescribed form requesting asylum in ".Apna 
'Ghar", and being granted admisRion against 
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?vo:42J06)i but that He? atlLjany duftH nLil hji^u’C a 
house oL his own {'apnii ghar‘}. 

Even the hnrise (rn-^effed to, l’ 3 .Se?'*}u? ne i ri 
ibiii book^ 11^ Ihc- ho^no ol the Edhis in fvUthadar 
vvhich i& occupied by thoir children whu live Uiore 
•■xith thit?ir riTaternal g ra ndmoLher', was actuajy giv en 
to Bilqccs in mziririage by her mother and stiE 
stands in her namf; and rot that of Jdaulana tidhi* 

So that the poor servant of God ended Abdus 
Sattp.r Edlii doiC?, not even have u iioune oi I'lig 
awrj-”—^“-'-ynd he does tioc Wiint onei 

IVANTS HIS BODY TO BE GIVEN TO A MEDICAL 
COLLEGE; We; ah knavv that deal it is incvitahile, 
SoTine die in childhcjod, ."^orne aLf^young ago^ some 
in mid die age and sofne In old ag«5. A of us 

may le,iLve ihi5 world as cifTitciiarianH. One uf Lhe 
harsh realities ot Lfe is eacu one of us has 

to die at some point o\- other. In thn Holy 

Quran, rn?in‘s attentio^fias been repeatedly drawn, 
to death, the his Jife in this world in 

orccr to impresa^iraon him the need for living a 
clean,, ho nest useful life, avDid’ing evil ^nd 

doing good for which ho wiL reap a reward 

in the and ILie Blessings o\ Alnvighty 

a n d Me re i Allah . 

r)jhr=g an interview, J irjcrtioncd to Maulana 
Hdui that he had rendered valuable f^envicK to iiurnan 
Vj c i u g s , i n c 1 u d i ,r i, g, bathing w i t h h i s. o w n h n n d » a fj o j 1. 
2D.0{JC unclaimed dead bodies and arranging their 
fniiHral. Onti day hei* loo, would bid farewcl' to 
this' world, ll has become a rngtom in ,our society 
that big men, the wealthy and the ijinLientiai are 
giver, a grand hurtai and their graves are built in 
Ttrirble, aomelimes with domes or marble canopips 
over tnerr;, Even the so-called 'Pir^d are buried in 
a similar mfuiner. Since, he loo bad done =□ much 
good work for his fellow human beings which has 
received rccognitior. lar and wdde* he tihould aiso 
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be bujried ir* a builable grave at a ■conspictious^ 
place. On hearing these words of mine,, he si”^ply 
sjnilad and s?_id do not v.rfinL 1;o be buried in a 
high, stcne grave. 1 would rather like that my 
dead body bo given to s Medical College where my 
llrr.bs and bones and otncr parts may be used for 
th c bene f it of oiher h u ma rj beir:g$.'' 


GOVERNMENT OK PAKJSTAN 


AND 


MAULANA EDH! 

Maulana Abdua Sat tar Edhi had initially reque¬ 
sted the Government of PaKtstan in l$il for grant 
of permission ty use a wireless CGmrrtbnication set. 
This was also mentioned in his leHoh to the Presi-^ 
dent of Pakistan wIigm he was ri^tlu^'ning the clieque 
for the donation to the Edhi Howcveri the 

permission in question has been granted until 
now (December 19S7), ’ 


.'O' 


Out of 34 Edh: Genres, Ifi Centres are presen- 
iorkinia withoii^i^^elephan es-. Today ^ can you 

without even a teltsphone tor 

> 


tiy worjAiny 
meet an crner 
cotTmiunicatiar .3 


Request to the Government of Pakistan has 
also been made by Maulana. Ed hi for grant of pcraiis- 
sioTi to operate ei helicopter service. Nut for making 
money! Only to serve humans and save precious 
lives by operating a helicopter airtbulance, rescue 
and relief service. MauJana Edhi has yet to hear 
from the Guvernment of Pakistan, 
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Text of the letter addressed to the President of 
Pakistan returning cheque fcjr Rs.5»00,000/- 


^'iauLsna AbduE Sattar Ed hi does not want to 


receive ?tny Fiid from thq Gnvernmc^nt fnr the 
i ns Li Lilt Ion he has eat a bli shed. Ele tlilnks by 
£ee?king or receiving such help he hirTi&elJ; would 
Ixf.comfi LfiKy and careless. But if he will seek 
cnritdbuliona from the public, s.s he does, 
he will continue to have his sense of rie&pon5i“ 
biUy to, and accountability before Ihonn. Presi¬ 
dent Zta-uS-Haq soriTctimc ago announced a do¬ 
nation of R.5 . 5,00,000/- for Kdhi Trust, but 
Mauiana Edhi politely refused to accept it. 
The text of his ]ett^;r (L ran slated into English! 



is given Lie law; 


A Alalkum 


i a:n in 
No.C-07 984, 
behalf as a 
ful to you 


of a cheque !Nq,C 79'Ss3iS, Book 
4“4-l9-Bl sent to me in your 
ion to the Edhi Trust. I arri grate- 
your valued recognition of the sor- 


vicGS rendered by 


wife and me. 


Tne Honourable President 
Si Chief Martial Law k 
Rawalpindi, 


In my view the purpose of social service is 
to render help and assistance to tlie people , whether 
they be poor or rich, whenever they are in distress 
or hit by some ciainity, and all such work should 
bo directed towards seeking God's pleasure through 
serving humanity, I ahvays try to trust .Allah while 
working for the good of the people^ to inspire 
Lhoffli to work in a sifflUar eniatiner and, with their 
recognition of the value of social service ard the 
satisfaction one gets through such work, to make 
them.contribute voluntarily with money and materials 
to the resources of institutioTis devoted to hutnanha” 
rian work. I wranl to carry on my work wdth full 
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enlhufeiasm without 5e€kir.g tiny «ii'd or grant from 
the Gavernment. In view of this, 1 am I’eturi.iug 
with thanks the ssaid cheque along with a photo 
CQUY gI Finance Division hotter No. F-10(n9) D.F.A, 
dated 

Thnse doir.g socinl service should realii:^ that 
financial resources of the Governeinat arc not sc 
viisL as tQ enable it to ImplcrriGnt all its schemes 
at once and akso extend aid funds to a]|] institutions 
engaged in social or humanitarian work. Official 
procedures and rvales and regulations cuncexning 
such aid and grantg are alsij time-coiisuming and 
this 15 parhaps unavoidable. 

Social 'Yorktu’5 should come into Lh|jrf;diLdd with- 
oul any thoughts of materia: reward^l^Jor of doing 
a favour to the Government, They should be en^ 
Ihuseri with a religious i'crvour0o serve people 
and their service should only God’s pleasLire, 

They shottld work in a mannd't*' that would inspire 
people to provide funds cause. During the 

nrceliMga of Znkat and C^nr Committees, 1 have 
tried to inspire membili*®" to work for the needy 
and the di.stj-essejd in stich a way as wfould impress 
people of their reuspiiehtive .'ireas \rid attract ihelr 
willing contributiOfxfs. They should not be a burden 
on tlio Gevernratint in any way. 

Difficulties are usually met with by social wor¬ 
kers. One has never heard oi any one who has 
faced no difficulty in serving humanity. 

I am deeply grateful to you and the Govern¬ 
ment for acceding to my request for provision of 
a wireless set, 

1 wish to serve my people and my country in 
my personal capacity without any hindrance or res- 
irietiens. For the work that .Almighty Allah has 
assigned to me and has in His Mercy enahleci me 
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to carry on vvith, L am grateful to Him with all iny 
humble being and 1 pray to Hun to save n.ie fror7i 
any thoughts of greatnes^i or publicity for myself. 
Islam Kin da bad - E’aklstLin ZindaVjad. 

Your humble ^t-*rvn-nt,' 


[A LI DUS S ATTAR ED Ill) 
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blLgEKS Er>HI 
‘““the life-partner of Edhi 


Bilqees Rdhi is ine daLLghicr cf the Lait^ Usinar! 
Merrion nnd Rabia Hajiani. The family haii.j Ironi 
Kathiawar. Kabia HaUajif held L'^^ju suns ariJ ncir 


daughter y.hen her husband died. Ussnan's psrrna- 


0« 


>rol he 


Sc hcjDl. 
ucation alter 


nenL source of livelihood was a bicvcle snoD which 

I t 

contanued to provide tivsLenanee to the lartiiiy alter 
his -death- Risbia Bai wanted to give her child:ren 
good educritinn. for this purpose and to auemeud 
her inconne, she bocanie a tencher in a school which 
paid tier ^•^,25/” per month. The elder eon, Iqhjal, 
tared well at school and college and passed tJae 
B.4. eKamination^ but hiti younger brother, Mab- 
mood (jhaanavl, could not go beyorn 
Bhqees, too, cauid not pursUE? her^ 

M;i1:ric\tlati.on. 

Meanwhile^ HajTarii RabiaMjiifecarrso interested in 
nursing , Twenty four yeary^go when MauUna hdhi 
was running a matcrriity*anti dispenstiry, she 
called on him and a^l^&p if she could bo trained 
ab a nurse, In thos_e idkyb, llie .Vlemori community 
regarded rursirig sinful profession for women e 

but Maniana Edhi training them as nurses ctes- 

pile the community's DppCJSilior.. Rabin Bai was en¬ 
rolled as a trainee nurse on a manthfy remurieraLion 
of R^iSfj/”, She started her tr?iining nlcnigwith otner 
girls. One day she was seen entering the premises 
accompanied by a little, naughty girl w-ho began 
to taK'jper with things and scat ter them around, 
MauUina Edhi w'as, naturally , annoyed and asked 
RabLa Bai not to bring the girl there agaLn. 


I 


i 


With the passage of time , Bilqees grew into a 
tec 11 age girl. Her mother then thotight thst she 
should also get training in nursing. So she talked 
to Maulana Edhi about it. At first he did not agree 
but eventuasly yielded to hoi" repeated re^quests. 
Abdus Sattar Edhi was now about a middle-aged 
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man. (It! had ali n very busy man and 

izonsidc'rt!d ataritai Jilc a hitLderanC'a lu his nusaitir,. 
M e -tf-'O u ] i:l, how ever, of te n rcc all the word e of h u-^ 
mothprj ‘Sat'Dr, whi&n wi'l you gel mar- 
riod? When shall I have Lhe happiness to I'^ug your 
child? Do you inttuid to get tnarided only when I 
have passed away?' 

f-tis inotJ-iLM- could not live lon^ enough to ace 
her r:her:shed desire liulfilled. Now, with advar.ciug 
age he found liiinseU taoed with the oroblerii oi 
linc'ing n gii-u who would agree to he his wire. 
The life he was living harl little to offer to a 
marriage partner. .Aiiijcst aii twenty four hours of 
his day were spent in the dispensary. The roorii 
he lived :n was by no moans co^^ortablo. To had 
no regular hours of eating or rGi»j^>r sleep, Dirt-cily 
or indirectly j be propeaed 6|;^son:ie ot the girls 
rccerving training in his #iia*?siriu home but rjoiiu 
agreed. IfventuaJly, he ss^ the- prcposal to Bilqcos 
through her aurit, and she accepted It with¬ 
out any hesitation, a few months, in i96D, 

L hey gat mam ed . us b a 11 a r h d h i vv a & then 54 

years old auc was _9. 

[ have the oppcrtuniLy’ of sttaing and 

knowing BU.^ees at close quarters. As she stepped 
oo the threshold of youtli she 3t?j,i-ted leairning 
nursing with her mother. Maulana Edhi's personality 
is such that il leaves a lasting inipressior. on those 
who htusaur. to work with iiitn. BUqoes tiad rocoivtid 
her training in nursing under his guidance. U 
wasi therefore, natural that his character and his 
principles greatly impressed her yoang .[Uind. That 
was the reason why Bilqccs agreed to hia marriage 
proposal when other girls had turned it down and 
extended her active co-operation in his mission oi 
serving humanity, 

Their happy union has given them two sons 
and t_w'o daughters. With the passage of time her 
enthoaiasrin and ^eal for social S'&rvice art? gettirdg 
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deeper and .>lrGnger. One cdLjjd say I'er cager- 

nu’i3.s a,-icj ruar-jnes^-; to £er\-c liLaniiniLv lii in no 
way - mi'/ oe evur, w.ore - in Lente trran hdnL 

ot Maulana Edlii, V>'e find today anuther i3r]stih.;ti,tjn . 
nainod BMqeos adlii I-on t; drition, dovotod to the 4 ;rr- 
vico rjf hunnanity. Ma'aJaoa Edld LcdU U 3 that the 
c-ontrioationa being rttccivRd by lha Bilqees Fn^arda- 
tion surpass even thrji?e that come in the iiaa-je o) 
iZdhi Fcjundalitjn. It there is an accident, or sortie 
kind ol help is necced For die inmates of jails n cn* 
flirts ’.vho have run av-my from thoir homes are to 
be repatriated nr rehtibilitated, ore vvc-jIc find Bil- 
qr c 3 present there i r: pc rs □ ij Iti c\ n 11'- e : i ee d Fn 1, 

IVhcn “ talked to Rilqees about the Lraihi.Mg 
oi t-wo Liinusand girls in the Bnftor ^tse Centre 
ir. Karachi, 1 iound that she had cl^r-cut ideas 
in this regard and wanted to exe^fie her plans 
without delay. The other day a njo^away girl from 
Islamabad arrived in Karachi. matter catr.G to 

the uotiee of Bilqeea v/ho re^^'od the girl, and 
at ter two months: she agrgqtjfto return to her pa¬ 
rents. Bilqeos booked air ^'saage for herself, her 
daughter Kubra and th^t^^ifl and personally ‘lehver- 
od her to her parent^jjn Islamabad, 

BUqesK has^a^^cp love for humanity. When¬ 
ever she learns nhat some illegitimate child han 
been strangled to deatli » or beheaded or cut to 
pieces by crue!-hearted parents to hide tiieir sin, 
she cai]not help .shedding tears uu'L of heart-felt 
sorrow. She says the parents of such babies commit 
a sin to satisfy liieir lustful desire i±rtd when their 
illegal and unlioly uni oil resultK in the birth of a 

baby-who, after all, Is innocent-they commit 

tlie further sin of dGstroying a human life, [f 
only they could think of informing one of the Edhi 
Centres, we would silently take away their illegiti- 
matcly born and unwanted baby and save them 
fro-iTi committing the second inhu^nan sin. 

Bilqees works in the office of their Mithadar 
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Co::ti-’C: To!;’ to throe hours dolly. She y.-riiea 

letters iQ those who seek some InformLitioji or help. 
CcLaCs oi ■■Aomer: in need ol assistance, Or oi provi- 
iting hout^ehold necessities to thd^je gtris who are 
being married but their parertts are too poor tc 
give them even the mini mum requireTr.e^rits pf estab¬ 
lishing ^ jiousehpld, or to the Iniijate girls \whose 
marriage has been arranged by the Edhts, are 
looked alter by her. Two or three times every 
wetrk sbe visits “'Apna Ghar' in Sohrab Goth. She 
says, like her husband, she Ion feel?? rest'es^ in 
"he'd’ own hcn'ie. She spends the night in their 
tiispensiiry in Withadar whore her husband also 
rests, while their chddrv'r. are under the care o£ 
their grandmother in their home. 

BILQEES EDUI-Mature, Conft^^BSil and Enthusiaa- 

tior [ had Interviewed Sil^eisi Ed hi in January 
19Sb in cpRuection with the^bmpiiatior. of my book 
EDHl EK SHAKRSIYA^EK KIRDAR'- (Edhi a 
persona lily, a characto^p In August 19B7'wheri I 
went to iiiterview h^yOwg^irL* [ felt that in that 
period of a Little meys'than a year she had become 
a much more mature lady and was briir.mitig with 
confidence. Sht* Was eTithii.'aiastic about making wo¬ 
men active respectable members of society ^ 

bhe had a^^^en perception of their problems and 
wanted to solve thciir In the shortest possible time, 
During that period, a Foundation named after her 
had come into being and an institution for girls 
called "AL”BANAAT" had also been established. 
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VOLUNTtSERS OE-' KOHI 


Since the tir.e Abduti Sattrir Edhi in 

tnc iiG-d. o: aocial scillarc, about 38 veora back, 
he hiiH had to come across; rot hur.dfcds but thou- 



Edhi tvas a member of the volunteer corps ^r .6 
wont around on a bicyclo €[>11^0ting goat and shacp- 
skins of sp.crificial ar.jo:al£. People voiantariily used 
tu help him collect the skins. The Maalana never 
torgot tnose old-time Iriends and campatriots. Lns- 
toad, as the -.vork gre’vv bigger and bigger, he 
ebserbed them on a regubir basis in the orfjanizn- 
tinn. On the tap al that list of volur.teei’s appears 
the tjame at Haji Iqbaa, who is an cpitom of honesty, 
sincerity, diUgence, and diitllul love social aer- 
vice, Ismail Vayanl ts n consciencioi^'Avgrker. haji 
Iqbal YoukuI is another worker tuU^l' sincerity to 
the cause at social service, ^nw?ir, Ar::ir:bhai, 
Abdtis Sattar Khaqani, An war Kaimi and Malik Fa sal 



J with a 


iiincQ Maulana EdiJi belongs to the Memon com¬ 
munity* and he ha&..worked with qvjite a few organi¬ 
zations of the ^piTiTnumty, he lias at hand a large 
nuinber of voluritcers who can drive and arc CJuJrati 
-speaking. These senior, highly e?<periGneed dri¬ 
vers are the creatrj of his corps of voluntEUrs.. It 
is these very drivers who have no hesitation Ln 
picking up decamposed corpses, jiuiipii-ig ir.Ltj raging 
fires, and being contiouoiisly on-duty for even 36 
hours at a stretch-““Lhe limits gf human endurance 
to which they gladly stretch their bound 

souls. If, in view of the fast’Changing times, these 
drivers are provided even the baste facilititis {which 
may not be anywhere near the iniernational stan¬ 
dards for people engaged in such selfless humani¬ 
tarian itiisiiior.sj , they art: pcriectly capable of car¬ 
rying this Kocial service v/ork to much greater 
heights, 
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CENTRES 


c\ nunibGi' of projects hi^Tve been unHf^rTaken 
tii’trlcr the Edhi: Welfare Cer.ireK Abdua Sallar 
hdhi Pounci.ition and Silquw.s Edhi roundBtiQn, 
lo complete: these projects as early as possible ^ 
work is going, on day and night, Borne details 
Cfificernin^ tliern are boloiA': 


"APNA GHAR" (BOHRAii GOXH CJiKTRE): .After 
foanding th<? first cenLre in Bojllon Vlarkot area, 
the second one has been set tip in Sohrih Goth 
nndfrr tht: mine of APNA GHAK, If hou-^cta ariohan- 

•A 

ed, indigent, down-trodden and helpless individuals 
who have r.o place to go to^ Here they feel as it' 
it was tiieir o’at. home, whicli the name A?NA A GUAR 
literally mcansar For some time, hci0iri addicts and 
thos-e fe?]‘ing from rnenEal nisei admit¬ 
ted in APNIA GtlAP^, hut opening oi the 

Super Highway Centre they Ka^ been ‘noved trusre. 
Mow th^ Sobrab Goth provides asylum to 

girls vvhe run away tronj their parental ncn:es for 
some reason nr the nthe,^ to old or crippled parents 
who are turned out^ y their sons, and to tho 
sick and. disabled sons. 




Sy the of the ciErrcnt year, a ■corr-plclc 

emergency dshtre is also being set up here. It 
win provide tlciely medical aid to victims of road 
or other accidents in Guishan-c-Icbal, Federal B 
Area, New Karachi and other places in its vicinity, 
The operation theatre of this Emergency Centre 
has been carmpleted. U will provide surgical aid to 
such victims as may need it urgently. In view of 
great loss of life in major accidents or as <i result 
of tgrrorist activities like that in which a Pan- 
American plane was hijacked and the fatal casualties 
re.sulting from bomb explosions like the one that 
occured in Saddar area of Karachi this year (1987), 
an airconditionfid morgUG is also being constructed 
at the Sohrab Goth Centre. Tt will accomodate 60 
dead bodies at a time till they are ideriLltied and/or 
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c]a:med by thtiir nexi: of kin. U wiJl be the largest 
air-conc?itior.ed. mor^uf. in the country. On ttie c;om- 
pletion Qt the Ernefgency Centre, the Blood fl^ir.k 
□ f Aaalr^'iaba.d Centre will also be shifted here 
that those rGCuivinir grave jn;unes and needing 
□lucid transfusion n-iay De immediately .attended to." 


BLTFEM. ZONE CENTRE: .A Centra is jiiJer cons- 

truclion in Bulfer Zone by the Biloees Edhi Foi:nda- 
tkjn. It has boen planned as s hosLul, the first nf 
us kind in Pakistan, where 2.1100 girls'will be 
ac:corr.modi^.ted und trained in various arU and 
cejaits. Maulana Kdh:, who during his long years 
of aervioe to humanity has cJosGly abserved i^vomcm. 
ly o: the opinjoii that they are better workers 
til All men and can also work longer, erUhu- 

siasiii for social service is also L4-"s-atff than men's, 
heveral year^ bacK, the idea of women in 

■dll!erc^r.t occupations- and. craf t^hjcc-Lired to his 
mind. Hr could not, howeve^^lrnplcment it then 
oecause of paticUy of fuiids^ince that difficulty 
hris now been overcome, able Lo give it a 

concrete shape. The hosf^or girU in Buffer Zone 
is^ expected to be cu.-pi^tetcd within two years. It 
will iinpart training ^^girls in nursing, first aid, 
rtiaterniLy home dui^% driving and different hand!' 
works and crat't^.^3 Laught in industrial homos, 
idocation upttj the High School level wdlt also be 
itripas’ted and those desiring and deserving higher 
education will be provided facilities to receive it. 


On CQmplcriun of Lraining, each girl will be 
he.pect with necessary funds to set up centres 
siniiiar to Karach,i''s Edhi Centres in different parts 
of ttiG country, They will receive a minimum salary 
of Rs.2,00t)/- per month. Tw^o motor vehicles will 
also bi? provided at each ceritre. 


The girls trained in the hostel will also be 
iriEitructed La set up training centres fur girls in 
all places where they would be establishing the 
initial Edhi-like centres tor social service. It is 
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thus hoped tha^ within iO years a large sociai 
gc-rvi^:e will cn:nte intp being.. Ait^er cciriipletian 

of rho pUns drawn ua for Pakit^tar:, similar centres 
are proposed to be established in other developing 
eo jntries. 


Con-::ruction work of the Buffer /lone centre 
is going on at top speed. As a Lemporary measure, 
part of the */ast area available for this centre is 
being uskc to house mentally deranged women. 


KORAiNiGl CENTRE: Being constructed on an area 
of BifiDO sq yar'dH:^ this centre?, hiis been hi? a u Li fully 
designed. Th rooms are under consLruction , while 
in the twelve rocMns now almost complete marble 
has beer'; liberally Lised, Boys girls who have 

run away from rhetr parental hqi|^ and those who 
suffer from mental ihness are.^^^ing acGommodated 
in this Centre. At presen^^ere are 125- such 
children^ of whorn 45 ar^pMental caije'S, Children 
between 4 and 12 yEar^^crc age are being givesr. 
proper education to sparc them useful citizens of 
the country, Besidesffw^ customary education, reli¬ 
gious education being imparted to thcai, 

A d[jclc>j;<^^5it5 the centre daily for medical 
check-up children and prescribes necessary 

medicines l‘o^ them. Philanthropists are extending 
their co-operatian in the construction of the centre. 
Their names are inscribed on marble slabs Ilxod 
on the walls. These bear the names of the late 
Syed Muhammad Fakliruddin, a former Registrar 
□f Karachij Haji Jalaiuddin, Haji Abdul Karim Eind 
Haji Muhammad Iqba] Bhabha. Only in two room-s, 
the marble slabs fixed in the walls have no name 
but only the w^ords '^A woman, servant of Allah" 
and under this in the second line the wurds 
"BEREAVED SONS''. 


At this centre 10 motor vehicles are kept ready 
for any emergency. 


80 

itsurdu.blogspot.com 





itsurdu.blogspot.com 


N A Z J M A B A D CE N T R K: Since Li’’: e Ed hi ii h a v e. ri o t 
eo iar met success iti tincLing a siutabJe place 

jri t’nii area where r Centre could be built, Ehe 
Nn^imabad Centre has been up, ternpuraril y 

ior the present, in a ground iioor t:at oi M.Y. 
Plftaa. Tn view oi the large popubitiou o: Nazimabad 
tind North N^azirriabatl, ^5 i;irTihij1aEice,s have been 

provided to this contro. It has a Blood Bank '.vhere 
Ihs: names and add cesses of rsinrv than I QUO darsor 
members are on record with ll-.ui.r 3k;od Croups. 
These donor members nre called to the centre to 
(JivG their blood to meeL any emergency. As doijorSr 
they charge no price for the blood given by them. 



witii rrKrre 
orins bleed. 


If a philanthropist or the Government provide: 
r:v suitable plot of land in the ansa, 
iCenlre tari lie turned i n tu a lai*t 
Sections and a 


■i larger 

iorc spacious room tc^. 

.SUPER HIGHWAY CENTRE: Th’^^entve ia located 
at ?. distance ot 42 kiJon'.etre^^roT! Karachi, It is 
almost midway between and Hyderabad, the 

dwo niaiti cities of Sind, ^^uated a long the Super 
jllighway, it oceuptes ar^^treai c>f bb acres i-ipprcjx]- 
^ftiately and has water ■fend electricity facilities, At 
Spre.senL. mental naC^hts and iieroin nil diets are 
pccortirnodatt!rl m thufe Centre, wniie a large rriental 
^hospital is under construction. It will nave female 
ijward a on iCI acres and male wards on aiiDther ^(1 
jacres. A vetcfrinnry hospital will be builL or; an 
area of two acres. On another tw-o acres a centre 
ibr n'ledical and psychologica) treatment ol drug 
adrlictH will be Construe tod. On the reCiHiidug omo 
acre, a f’irst Aid Centre will be built. Construction 
work is in progress. The total cost of all the 
ht;ildin|Tp; in estimated nt 40 Tnllliori rupees and the 
project is expected to be completed in, 5 years. 


This 
iPakistan. 

i 


will be the largest Mental Hospital in 
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GUKTO!J CENTRE: For thi= Centre, ^ ploE of land 
adjacent lo the Market has been aJloted by 

Karachi vetoprnent Autharity {K.D.AJ Biiqees 
Fdhi foundation will undertakG the construction oi 
this Centre. New“born abandoned children will be 
looked after here and udll be? given away to the 
I’anuLic'S with rn children at their own t’.nd desirous 
of adopting them. This centre will be as beautiful 
and attractive a= chddren themselvt^s are. Arrange- 
irents for setting 


up an organisation fur bJood. 


transfusion io childrcri are also underway at Clifton. 


Anaemic patients will benetit from it 


LANDHI CENTRE: This Centre will also coyer an 
area of 5,000 sc» yards. Tt svlll house 200U disabled 
and sick children who will receiT^neces£iary' educa¬ 
tion arid training in various ^^afts . The Centre 
will start working next year^^ 



QASBA COLONY CENT^: This colony is on 
Maiighopir Road and it an Ed hi Centre ir-- 

under construe Lion plot irseasuring hOUU sq- 

yards. Children adults who are or have been 

disabled will be afeCcommndated here, wdth separate 
wards for Tnati^’'-ariid female adults. The Centre will 
also have Hospital with uli the necess^ary 

modern equipment. 


Tt will accommodate 50 In-patients. The ground 
floor is almost complete and other tloor^ arc expec¬ 
ted to be added in the near future. Patierts who 
CeT-nnot even walk and those who have to be fed 
with others' help will be given preference here. 
Since they sre not ctnd cannot be rnads useful 
members of society, all necessary help will be provL- 

peacclully as long as God may 


ded. 

like 


to them to live 
them tc, 


LAHORE CENTRE: 

has been obtained 
planned to set up 


and an "APNA CHAR"' as they are in Karachi. 


82 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 


A plot of land in Samanabad 
for the Lahore Centre. It is 
thereon an Emergency Centre 
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Maybe* by the time Ihifs book is published ancl is 
in your hands, work on the consti’uction of this 
;Cpntre will have started. In vie\s. ol the road, and 
other accidents occuring in Lahore, a large Ambii* 
lance Centre is also being set up near the Ravi 
Toll Tax PoisL so that Pirst-Aid may be given to 
Victims of accidents on Sheikhupura Road and (jUj- 
•ranwala - Rawalpindi road. Ten small ambulance 
|:CeHires are also being set up irninediaLely, 


■HYDERABAD CENTRE; A plot of land has neen 
obtained lor setting up a Centre in Hyderabd also, 
f which is the second largest city of Sind, Con&trn- 
vCtion work Is oKpected to be taken up very soon. 


This Centre will also be 


rtGCGssary 

Karachi, 


arrangements 


a large one 
as> ill other 


with 


ail the 
'.res of 



.ISLAMABAD CENTRE; This cenLi’e:: 
’area of 5,000 sq. yds. Hi h 
i/ipapital Development Author it 
■’will start working next yeaj^J 


win Cover an 
been alloteti by 
DA), The centre 
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U! 


Befurc he founded Edhi 'Wellare Centre^ 
Mauiaii^i Edhs had piihlislied a report rib out his 
spcuil ssSr-rvice activities from J9i'J l.o ^nd liis 

iulure planr^. That riip-'t-t, reproduced here Cor 
1 rihjciiiatiori of T’ea<lHr.s, shows that whatever he 
done bO far in tlio way of service In humaniLy 
was iu accordance with n well-coT^sidered prog¬ 
ramme . 


$ 


4 




i 


I 




I 

t 

A 




♦ 


i 

t 

i 

1 


i 

i 

ff! 


(MAULANA) A. SAHAR EDHI (MEMDN) 

PRiSEKTS 


A SHORT REPORT OF 


HUMANITARIAM ACTIVITIES 

1.P 

</ 






TWENTY*HVE YEARS OF SERVICE 


(1949 to 1974) 


Phone ; 22 S2 2S 


♦ 


A, SATTAR EDHI 

mithadhah - eoriBAY 

KARACHf-t i(Piklit»nl 
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FREE SERVICES ROUND THE CLOCK 


H i’ I'li ? sfcrvlcea Jirc pruvidcu raujid the dock : 

d] iiJEcr C\w lij Csrire to iiis ■lIIit! i\i\^ jV'Hiii-ikf.isJ inf^nls f]J Bjrggr 

SfifVivS I'.^r pDt .1 iiiuL hucllts' { 4 ij- Cnitrc ia Inkc Ctf lan^Ly^ 

liliirci, s!d, J: fiiar-JsLl Hitd sick rt-tfSOiw (IDij tKiiaj (3Ji Cmrs ti:i pri?wadc iwmcHiiait idieF 
(Cj) Fiije ^^'rrkin^ ro'dns tht c^^?ck X-Uny nr\.\ (tJ!! CitnlTe to 

orciv^iV to oiT T,H. Jind Cacistn Ffcs T^li. Cliciiic ivf- Tam;d rhe iilocii, 

ir) Nca: c\n 


i\irI:-lJiji:« lar pf^c^'idiilg servrCii iJli hiJiirhi hii v-ell Id Uic i^H«=Eior. lE ima 
rnofo ijben 3^511^000 liiiilii nu'^^ 

(1) Afi,-^jN£iO.NKD INFANTS ' 

90 i 3 ft'ii'jiii;'ed iin:l abandfi^rifcl ^vay-c E|^"E|r^^aTa of and afifrwBfds Bhcn 

aq Llsiliikvf. ffiitdEi-sia Tor aficr F^ill in’^'e-siigailcn^^ 

1 J‘> ftL'KlAU/i TOOK EIJIHOMS 

y,nn i:ow TS'T'^ (J-tii,-*, hg-ijws. husiisJ Tima inc'flde licdlfs cF 

iyoi\f ii-LNi iirul 'aisnucn, i-r-^lislmcd cf i' likii ii*- JitvnnLtd “I" 'iLxiiv 

fJt M(JiET 5j UCM]l 

'jd tWfWf.S paiiiFil!. adid^W in Vdiinfcsr. Cli^ii 5 *ble [U'^piE*! 'Verc vpch po&r 
frlirtta iiisabkd pfii^aria VFlij^fcriirfl alaindoDed by \M r Tifir afid d'jir arid ihcj* 
bad 11 3 III grj rrtim the Ifiaspitiiil Foi l!iis r^n^nii iSa I'lijuc has Ire^il 

dim^^ad ruo '^iiciiirLl Pc^onri i^lI Mi^huj Admi'i-siDOS LiR' given un bnih 

niid p^manpiit basil, 1« Las sit prsse l$l} bMdtj Kui^dYedi Df pafin'jf nc* 
hcaijlucil bj :l cv?tv irahtti. They ail are ?Eo^i/uled wiiii Foodt biiTOj^la dc^Uiiyc and 
wIiLMcvrr n'rfi-J briseg ivdii lining ineivtniieiii 


m rHEE DlSPEiNSAliV ROUNIJ tliJL CLUCK 

IllhJ 10 I50Q puiifin-Es talcing I^CDe^I! of this fi*epjinnii!?if Sh dficrori 
a t! fii\pld;jrc£ cn rQUrtf ihf i:UKk h^tli Tlicio b-fi? j'sd for horns -ULe bw lliQ 

fi--r idL^niUy tutd ii nsrciiiry. 

(/«) Fftl-E MMT^HNirY []DME 


Every isiDri*:h !^r> lo JellwriPi a^o b^ing iia Mi Jipi'":naCit+. It has 

at F'lesciil IfJ bedv. Mdtbtrs Eire pr,:»d-icrj sdlh s^mrik cabdi^cinais jlio. “CptEi a Hiial 

cF c'lllsLxii liat e hi4i-i born in tkk i\Uie'!a 5 i:},' Hmm 

(t; X-KAV a AnoJEATORT 

hvci. paiit;it uiJ-miEkd here In Ei fvreivliiiid free X-Ray and tahariiif;!^' gfrvke. 
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(ft) CF.NTar FOR L'ROFNT FMEROKNrV ttEteiF 

This ruud it 1b ptbMdo nr^efil hidp dn suck ciLEastrophiei. siish h» firs, sKirifi* 
rr:iji» i.%b, ELnij ttlub to- kelp fniit ctiCdreR, snd vieuii^in Qf i^uilcJEit cnlainitcs. 

T'i«K -Wf pwitTed ]i*1p cm njsii*al liasis *,irt>;l attiTnpt.^ in n«-.ls to ^Lulve !he:r pm5>lt>ris.. 

(9j eouLPMENTs roR po;.:]s Patients 

Tla«rE arc mariy pa-oi. hcIpieaSj indciu ■disftbtn.i, palicnlG Lyina in IticL:’ tiDmc. 
PcjUipiiiEtilSi tb fddUEate ilicir natlisat needs, hoL ivSiL-sf c^rnEcheii pal' 

ihaviJ, whseL'diairs afo s'^ppICuiJ— ki them dh ’a anminxl drpniir. Very riiitif persDis 
are eifempled Ffbrn tiliii! ild||»!;ic r-Equi:err.fr.ti. TI'.OLi!;iiLids bf per;D:as liuve t9vn;llirei.l 
froni l!iU WFyice, 



Hundieds or persoas arc anmsri? e;i ■Imwi^I’V riHimJ iHa fjam far aivd 


7ilO pirsbiis tuiye iIbo taken berulll Hj* eye^ speclitcle aud blnsd bjhki 



A (cniporiiry esimp in OriTiiSi Tawn UEca of Kanidu wris itarltfd Fcr the 


unhapps? mu^Ma enminj! front Emt Fatiilan amt iticM were premiaeJ i^ltr. Jugiqj-K. fobJ 
ennkmg lILettSils' cLatIa, m-fcii-tiw el* this Tckn' aetigity ^A^^s carrfEd □□ foi Binht 
nenihj uptil On-'ntoher 197] in whteh foJlowjiig items aere proMkled 1b iTif ilOiCitUIev; 
(11 27f? Jugjies (■?) dCdiiJ niaurd rico anti dal t3) jSIHI new and scsondhiinii fiicrsiij 
(.1) mu' i sEcondhiiTicI rfoLhs <5t iSfl) hlBniitis and liaai* (S) [3 Sewing machines. 


i\ feei' dE^f-fflsar^- wtis Ji's® started and {.hojjiir.Js of Jobless reEd|eM 


ffovtded Si 1th eEnpIbyEncEi.i. 

EXPBNSE OF MORE TTaN 6 TAC RLTTES 

Inuddilifln to the abeive relfilf aciifitlrs ihe jcrngecs were pms-ided tre* iTUcka 
and other coiivc/ilnte fibcin the f-ea-potl ■»i:l Lire ajs^orl L(i Oranjji Tewa and un Cbia 
ainjilt atflvKy Lnore chdn sts lae Piipeta a tie Hpeat’ 

'ON REHABII.ITATlOM FRONT" 

Hc'sif wbfk aus e^in acutcJ for tlia feifirgess fi'aij.ii Cjsi ii came 

ltef<; fEnni Novembyr 1^51 ti> All pJiSiblc ielp was lEjrtcJ jW all refu^cfli 


86 


itsurdu.blogspot.com 








itsurdu.blogspot.com 


frtim Eilh Pj.kiatan living Ln tjfangi T.-aniChl anti other ijrai of \bt citr- 

Ttiji re^eif wfjTt is still nonttrLaing- Dcinifs of tb-a KSkif prtpviticd uj^lil rifjw ja av 

{l\ 03 12) 7li3 ma-uSncl rii^i aid d^l SJii 06^1141:7-51^5(45 1 WIT new and 

sczcD'CfhJfld dnlhiiifi (5]| 31 Singer S^i^lng Mrn-ihirLfi fW ITS! 

Mnirovcr hu»^4rcJs iiT p^ilitnLs given medkiTic Of idmlss^on in th^ 

Hn[iTiiiiib aeveral mal^srnrty were ollO tt4.niU^di fr-se SiufSal iervler ^aa prt>i^WfMd ftiir 
jsvpraj ditEcIfutet, fipar.rUJ btl^ v-as ^Iven to lev^nil p^srioiii In ararl amjll bu^iivCia aficr 
proppr ^jciuiiny lifid lei-Tr^il ylhpr^ i^^rc jJiiaviiicd wijN sttvittsi itc-^ Aclii'ilici nrt SLil^ 
311- 


i‘\ MDUH \tnviC£ 

Arrasigcmcnis Tser^ raiailc ps‘kp’''J^ tvfiry pa.i4it>k sErvlc-5 roLod cl^i^csJc. 
We oDJtiider liic aulTc/ifls df rafug^ at our o*ti sufr^rinj.- You Jennw very vvcJl that hi 
137] i¥< a'o-iss were toadciiut lert^ices strr^lc-^hanLLqiiiL/* Now we mdliorji of tbanlcn 
m Aljfliijhlj' .Allfih cJsit Jl pfeseni ginrefrirneat and oth^*ir ar^aniaatLani iind mM\y 

End^viduiilg jrc doinp goed -^vock in ihtlr jpSi^ Wc hri.vfi mi\y 4tnt Tsrnyci d4iy ttUd 


ngM to Aliuijttai)' AElELti th^ae He nnay tolw -dl 
■we wncwflly btlisfv* fuJE :- 




pf Ihese unhaplJj' pWiOni iKcauii; 


O? 

KAROtfC.ll^l^EKA HHALA 


TO IIOCA TUMTJ4RA BHAl A 


obv^astatinct FT.nons parjstaim 

'Iff- 

Tho ycdr of tJJ>5 i^i'l remtniWcd ^ the yflar of dev^st^tfng Bocdiin Wofi 

PakLiCan: Tot ye^t. 'Rc[*|f a^itviii^j iv^re icnmedimt-Ely^ KnleiiT canipiii Wor-A 

t^ifibiJiii'.t J i 4 i: Hnd Ddulatpur SienJ .in<! iit K]LibLTf>Uf Ia Purijiib aitd raleif 

siippl P5 iV(srf dliirihilfti in -Jtp vkllmi It shpulij Sm rt*ted lasep thu y^irsonnst af 

AAilway, Pallcc arid Lu-caL j^iLVe ai]>,l pfAiKTVoclhy ca-opclilloo in (I^qk 

Jiclivjlitt. 


IF SUCK SERVICE M W 13E STARTED IS WHOLE COUNTRy .... 

If iiic]i hurmnitjrifin SL'tivjlifi iV'liich [ nm doing among ynurteh'Ea raiild Iw 
SUrted ivefywliere itl tlie wllttle c.'i’iintr/, then aJj sciciil poiiiiKil. I'ElijjinUli, cafriU-lUl inJ ■ 
sisoLilJii; oiiploJtatiDr. could eliminated friMn our eou^iiry. Jlui alai everybody prefert to 
kecDans leader, nad not a SiGci^l vvorleer 

AT THE TI^JE OF WAR OF l?7l 

During iItu -Jfir days t?r ISTI, tvo hd'/e pcoyided every pKjsBiblr (cevirt the 

vpirit qF An btimbiB wiiTker, Our chEw ambiiLmcas nicie rusbldB ImnMdiaiety IC thombed 

cm places and were pjovidinB tirit aid to injured I'wriotl* and remoifijiB litem fo Civil, 
Jihfitih arid Pd? <iwn Hoipiial. We iwarij ui^n making cjiissplirtci burial ArraflficmcjiU 

Fur Hie J»j J pjrsii'. tbit pjclo J oily In K.i.riiclii we buried 342 mirlTrs, 
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WE FT) Li EES TROM. UGANDA 

I ; 

OcsveriimcriTl of Ugsjiiji t^pE-Jcd cil ?cni of A>.i:sri i M:iny 

UHiiifes h^k'iiiiEi.rd lu Sim^ fiiitsilics Imvrn^ wti i i:uil: 

rri;uiin!:ip Vlu-n'. Uihi t cl v-f-sJJc ilffiuiuic, loM iLil 

cKc'.t IlifSji;!- Th-C" ^crz ifiqhl ]'Lii^:iiiln I'utMili^Ji^ u'JTiO W€l* f U^Ll^idil *5 

3’rriri ssrd l.h-cif Imti VhtrW^Liki^tjjn Thii: OrK!^'^l%!i:i''n ln^ljicd iil 

lii-^iso firmiiiri ^^iLli ■^:^^*I(J fooLl-s^^^rTs ^.n- ebihs :i?id kidp^ii thr u in fii.d iwjitjc 3 ^^^v■i^^c gr 
biifisnEss A.* pftsEiit lH^y -ll■■•.' i y rchiih lU^tcd- 

im.'P TO HOMJ-LiliS 

Mivjiy pcrjrir.^s arc zom.ng to ICa^mch-i rf'>m irEi.lmfnt ar Jot t^r^JCE.- 

?v3qn"^' iLoJj p:r 5 i!it& u.-^ |i;|ici.icr~ l£:in ljUvj'.lg iWJvvIivr^ l-CI I 'Mill? lylfij’ Ui-Tllliti ill 

RaPuClii become huTrjFlc5& tiic to rain or f^lJ of biLitdiit^^T^ilfr Orii^ifiriJfocin pr^rhlc- nil 
5M^h hpn:iC^!‘siiK jtcrKins .aTSd fjci-pka IhzvA vtiier 

ncicccnlttc^, tl]l rl'cv fluij iuH ihlc ficcOtrLfi^iJ^. 

ANNUALS to !C LAC R'Jl’EiES 

Nearly ci^lit io lea lac lupc^ itre Tecirifril for !na tibL-ive-raenfii^niiiJ 

fcmcK wh cb iirt [TOvideitJ tu E^ryfsi^di^'wilJictui ar.y Jiulncilo^ri [>rra5 or ci?]pi4T, 

Es h refitccied clia.t llie con:raiin^j|j|^tf.n psj'sng c;iio’Lei Canmurjl;)' linCtJ \m\ 

icn^nny yean is ihaE obtiv'^'^mpnsliftrjeLl scrvycca lire bcLfig; pcifcirin-cd in sIk 

way t>r Ooil dihL tsniy l-sim Ariil l^ciq ritrvkci ^vfcll c-arjiriiic in rpsi^fc la 

at>st7rdflrii:c Icii iKi scniGcs are performed m^si cctJnimri.Tj1!y^ li^i 

cVEi ybfr-iSy 2 ni 2 SL tHiac rleld of :aj jjit Lcrvio-E kas a No birea a di crs ly 

ultcc^ed dui! Et? tlic pj.rc-'^p nil* 

n UR ENG 24 

D^tMir45 2^ llotiT-t aft n^ar^y h-'a^kss* uncnijli'k^ycd. ^^[d., i^fiF"!, di^ah.edp nhri’iidonC'd, 
un.hippy. to-rEiiFrii lud p»r per^rrs me coTum^ !,□ sidmission and nediiiino aad oil er 
btlri d'. k^^'jg preivBkliNJ wjSIwui .liii JKuucLiars iH' cTi<d cr co3L7ur 

tiil«!S are rali or ceirti pa3r- and heiiri-kuTn-ns. Mi.neovcj* niasy dead toJa?i af p^^or and 
uiicJ limed pwriym irciH irlul^SETLt, liidy-ic:t A.^i-rml !?Ddii!5 ig tLilvanced siago t>r 

dKRv^ I'a ifiivtiTi drccr.l hufiliL 

LiViNG GflAVKyATCf> 

ir 'he dni^y nCivspipefs ftccmsie fti-Jy Co writ* aEii puhtbh t1i.e •’orlurcs and 
slrociLics heaped m poor n£H?7as, piVUiuls und <?Cltcf iLidpkif mcri acd wcrr^cn then 
Eri.afiy hcBtsa i^ill irembW und ii ^reuE uphenvMiI wilJ ha creiHcit io Ibe IJ unybiadiy 

dcie^ ni?( S>a!e]v5 in ?ir^:l may ^vh'n io see and 3;udy tJi-si-p IWmg de^sd un-i iJirfe 

dHTic t^tirli^ tht^n I c iciny Mile CjUT pliiii.* iIl'lJ nbsi^rve fill ihh "Whilt li'ibg Tici]J;c me, 
Tfccrc is ottly oric quc^sLican tra'^ihling in-y: Frcm ^vhctc may I izoEiflci ao mneji! ftanoujai 

fbcc^SciJ far [htit Ir^alnaent anil ti! provide Tc-r clieir Eiced ? 
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Whcrfl iitii ihiHc v^biO may fittltp r’llii ipir - id^pc^lln^ 

Tn f^sije iijjpciils rcr ti^lp cv^ry noi^ iii^rj then 3 ^ bill .1 i^£r 

WFIEN IV'll L THE FlIzE RECi}MP, rnOL 

V.'ls^^rt '^.!t fires v^hldr Ctjrluring Jiii! JcviviiFiiigi gKJc^r ,iniJ 

piTSorii 7 Will tnnieb^dy sf-T bc-n Ihf^lr cconiTji>!4; pcs^t^on ^Jl 7 AaJ 'i^hvn 

tjity '.vill Isg GEtlc Hve ivilli seir-riL-ipi.'^c"?' 

IN THE 0 £‘ ,^iLAl£ 


S 13nh DJi: Asm sir., i-i sso rfir^s ijr 

lh<.^ugb^l tboy n^iiy h^v€, According r«> ai:ns^! surn^iun- fc-isl v^ln- 

[□ 4:rjti;:iEm \ht ?>f cficicisirt f am 'i ibe^if, bccdnisi 1^ .id ulceruua. !:tuv-I, tbe-iL 

and fplt of -facb RTid c-veiv vim und erifnv. 


All - kacjwing. Af! pciwi^Hur .Allih Tcprci 1.^*5 jepvjf 


iiTrt, iirii- ihs 


ruFililc hiMH- 


uii.bLrlaij icrviccs-ffir iti" hurj-^niiy i^erfotfrhfiil Wi^li crrci.m .an«J jilso luiil'i iiirjos 


ccj’jJitiy. Against 1 l*ss I vny tc sc>“ircl!iid '.?f!ttSiildi^j>'^ Ond i:rjtki and udoni isT 

di;ja^t::rGpjjt& in Hic ni.iii^of All^h Eiot or.f ^ but 3^'Mn'rredfl of frw 
*ii?id ho^pjMlf^ ^ir<; rL''qdrcd id .SQrv'i Hit 9lllfci^^^ X^i^y mnv csiiLbjjsji cniy cn? c^r 

free -Ej-N^is:iiHafi iiiid a hiT^piinl and an finlyihim ibi^v v.ill 

rc^ili^i^ I1DW bU liE^is wvjtti afiS beiu.ij And hov-' I irys^EIT li jrrnvidint* .^ 1 * 

ifii tht nnsdit of rf lyat^plMaL'y^ lrf<ipcif‘' 1 iitif!iy and 

sjo^ ul'c^uTittEinte^a tl’ pcrcceig work pf fiRy'ttcjijy rr.ny he done ilie-^ 

he i«r ri::il,y iTT^Jey. 


ACCOUNT JS 0 P 3 N 




All oneoiHnh nnd. aibers fdc:i>fd of sert'kci arc bcrng kcpc onen rp'- 

Cf Eiiyl^CLly tii see rJ:Ghi, hu h:ay cofiie 1 :? yiir oPfit^, He mny ulic 

tTil. illD nccoLtfils 311 h'ti hernia, h rruiy nnled e^ciry th^ qccl:i:!:iCh nfc -iiNcli^-cd 

ELi:u i.i|;]t EL r^ig^ 3 (sce 3 aiidii^r li^d I hen l^cv mie prinr"d. If any pcsisort u Jrqj n p JeKcre 

Id cCTtribijft 3Jid nplv for xhh aim mby siy m^sy \h\ug^ them lie j^ay do liaiJ L do 

lUYL care nb^^ut iUch pc^^s^on^i cm rb.air 1^=1;i. 


™-D wanted om.T m tub \\'^\ cj? allah 


lE cnay be itn\tmhtro^ t’Kiii I do noi v^aas; w co^kx f^rrivl hy 
cJicaMflg, decefL or rreiensiK^-rvI. 

1 dx! rici|WEi;]( ar^y Fiuid r^Lim ^Msp^Fcii*; :i,nA 

pcigc-n^ Cfi rr^^wC litg liii-ir 

f sai^lj- Hijid IcaiiiJ In ^ay of Aj£a5- !□ wqrSc Djily t'Or HkijelC 
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I AM Jl'LLI’ 


Mfttiv S'j|n|;5o b^H'-Jis iisd?r fDMCT o-f iiv Suip^ijri-:i;irini 

iii:;livilic= mi.l f lic> * Tcc'l L'nt I pm 'o he ^ir oIi^IqeLc- ipi ircir I''^n lliry 

Irr :d sliakr c-irf>^ and si^y to ajid n:alirn nr. I am fu'ly i^f thtn-n SDneimr 

I'lsy [ire ilircii^cain^ sti-e to i iiiiritci Mir iiiKdvir in$! -n kmd of uns 

|j[jg 33 r^acK Tacic are Uiclr d'J pvay^^ Si^fay A'laii He kg fkciia ^re t.unimg in 

H'.e Gri? of jra!i;itisv. HLiii^uii,alLiiift>^n itclivJtiti ii a fide in ^Likii one teM-iii be rciely 

5u tJi,c: snrfifice. tf cw-en d[!:5l> pti^:!. ccaiLr on. ch^s pAlh^ Lhcn yvha; other 

clfUlb wD'aJJ be better lLlup Uiis ?. Let Bl ess wreletea nier zry iliti- to hafsn 
J on: siirr □r'c^n*c :hiT^g Ehar Al!^h vull jec n"kc dt> dLi-ry v^cirk: tvliicli 1 fei ivni ti |a hi? 
L^ir.e mytell:' I Have nnly nciip n^yc!- nn mi’i lil^s iIh)i nan r Phf. "‘O, Ai'^iijltcv 

Al^aK my crii;b nj^J ?i.Ery cn:;n;cr!i p.^sp in hMJiTiJailafk^i wi>rt, ajsd \zi itt 

jIic'lI cvpisy Tlunir u?-d aoi v.bciiii thine crcr.ur.'s. 


im IJQSPITaLS CAX BF. E 5 T'^BLt 5 fIF-n 

M■llEli^^’ ‘-ery ll'Me inkS-e'iE in ftc^t-vikta, citd ct= h i^krr irme 

niiiiiii Kjitritiii 51 .s’hi ihen otKtF^peraoDS by roising doeh^a ar.d cr-Eiiine 

‘dl’u upl'iifis rn shr hrive nlfru-ly demoNs-h-ci;i(^ni* f«0 iJiiJlicm Qr< flv'^ 

rn-L^goi; rtip^rs pcT year n i*KtiavAEdFit .sctit/iHicji. W ihia He r^i-Jiiert 

inicl I Its tiLi^e hUwu nhtiv tc ;iMrd fig.|il; >*2iy tkcD 2iJ^ JiOipiltili am be 

eicabtcilied and no pa;irrji I3:a.y iwanl t'f Irtalmcnt. rntbody v-rtnlii 

!ii dll fciiyEhing arid ttc p»’jnc c-ui erroj? of oihitT ?:rar>ri£ If lush. 
e:sireii:c ptaiitliPie’il like iLiiiiEirig ccufiJ be pii?virJeil for die crirEp’i u-f 

imU m0rrjrji?,'Du r.itn bLlioLs e-f lupcis aiay be 

earn li^ in^ii !,■ 5;iv‘e iri^ito of ii.aoL‘cri lives L.n:1 |a p-tavidr for Ibtlr cdiici^tL-'tJ 
iT^iiLcncat aBd lo e fruju ;hc cB umLiry. 




PATIT-Mii rOMlKfittrtOJSI I.nill« IHJSl'iTALS 


^iJ^^^y ]iriO" p-ir?LTim irLiiiL ajc ci? me- Jjt du 

c-'.imry Lkildr-sa art cl;jiivj iil.c iisn^eiij dus t-^i iiov^rL}’. ^l 3 ^y poor poLlenti of T-B. 
Eiil cilcr diseases at;? iVtr taMcmunt iri>jn hnn-irc.:^ Lr llvJ^^^ Tkay 

^hcT] T. B. i:i^et£ cil";6 fer oae anaLlt aa^ delay or pmiriilure wmi 

iu^ 5 o back 4 Tier on 5 montlk. 


1 !^a)■ BB tilt? t!o>^prnn!(tnc Iti cut by 50 ^i;, i?aca capens-e of [be c^'^uniry 

av,i\ U? rnctes-c health fdCLliLLC.^. ^ound h^iilihy per pie iviU zalur^alSv ha able tn defend 
th? ■ecun':'^’ iin rt laut'ti b^ilKt ^ay. 

ims IS hOl Tl^llE 

pritirift hstrlv^! thii! L Eim gmim P-Js^dJ x*T Miy utlliena nf rMptes. 
Tfjjs rs nni tixr. I im dclng eZ ch^sc humarihiirijiTS nrliviUei Ili ]\w I:=e? of inv 
nbiLLti^ia and wilLi isLdr.cyjri> and ilfrplicAy md burdened wkb ■nsin':i' dilFlcjUus 

in<3 of riiOnFiv Jf fmybiidy Wi-ni^ about tuifei then he if jr.y^ial to- 

cei;rik^ and si! beiiidc me and tec far hlnistlf- 
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e 


Si'TT^ utt 41*0 ttcud [^ii: I Jiaci-c aiiia-sscJ iti llii^JLi of by rhcrt 

tinH I hivc ;(Cvcr-il hhv.\is suLd They it? TpcnkliVK ni L'l^r %'L&fc, iud! -silTslfiirig 

t^elr hy DIL Chillk'-iiigt Lliiri ill jsr^^w-;: th-csc rl^l^:allliL^^l^^ ijnti 

il aJisy arc r,:ic rcad^' thw uballcne? dtcn wliv iK^^y arc ^lahir.g s<; v^Ua^e:- 

** . 

SQ-m'?T iiLmun^^j^r'an acrlVdS^i mcSTKScd Tnc (he rcksf of the petor WJiy 

hiV£ Slio bccojini? ]7rcjii' of jealousy? It wM ^ pbF.sirrfi }r‘ ihtse f^rsocs may 

jLmp ill Vn& lactiJ's fiek Bni:| r^-n by sEarfr.| ^IjiJ rtf ivorks 

J Jtn dcir^g AT |irc5fnt, Ibrif \omvi bcncflE may rcii^h il c aufT^rin^ bujr.irjity. 


1 AM NOT i\ DFGOAJ^ 


i bsiVE jsiou eA E 13 Cdta i:Lrc nf rny ^ !fr^b^n^ tlccd'^ I am nnC a 

brijia^ -nnly fi^ir rbe like of liulTfrjn? humoi^sty. [f £n>l|atlj^ vvanu rt> a^n-e^ l]uiJt 1:1? trt 
coufjfo-nt «vrn m^jy bir hki:* Fli^liJ of is- 4 *jcK chifii 

i _ . .. . ^^rsfjfTs cDnardcr ns tiJiYlns mood. 


0CHr^fad:Dj aUisy n':5[ he glvsri citiv h:rtdy„ Mj 
^hta L^flily znt IQ nni-w^E- Kundreds II 1i tiii ^liii^rej ihrti ifiCjoJ may 

h^fomc hid 3dmc In ip.Eir nf rhii lika i;hliehm. U'je [f? (hJs 

3 ,gel i^iany f^pporcumJlkj trt iirpifiya. 1 ?ucn say Lliat if any prrsori is rcidy tp 

prtvV'iJfl for ilIJ ihc ihsn I iin ready to sti bwldc sucN ptrEon 

and Ep ^en-fl flj a ptoji May A,n%h iwvtt irno fpo^o prl it 

1 flJso kJjatv lh;.i1 fr^^' pmon'^ urt griting sen-iL^es Frcitn me by vari^ms prcr'Cush 
fii-nS 11 hd m^src^rieicntntbrs,, a-u| giving l 2 Fge fiird^j oihiir C'r^iDlsationg,. iVhni: urimf 
miPf It] Bite-i (D 1^1= ? 


WHV POORS ARE NOT amjNa rn^j-^ rights? 

Etcry^dy fs spaaJ^ iihniiE povcrly, fv'Cfyb&dy h RLpfeire of Ri piiiTi, !rci.bles 

14 {f jf:ilTJcu;E4if5- Ne^T^^' r-'crybad^i b Inble .34? mtinf the of pcvTriy nl vno 

tijDfi or Wc rt?fr t^ell a^ircr of tk^s Hic^ bul hspis- oF rlii- if ya noR urdeislsnJiiHlc 

■+ 

wc *ee nc.l livinja ctoiJiLiiiiliJiilly wbiFc ne hj-c ard HTnEpiHjii; ISDI. to jgive 

ritKti jfODr perMiJj. Are iLsje oli m(in:v::rs vf rfll^jQn am,) JiumiinilyV Are [htse ntit 
iIp«Ic of fcli5;c3L’» prii'ic:;;a^s 7 

SHfFKME OrtGANrSATtOM^. 

T TH3J Tt^iLnE Cci s.trvc Jp nne iT ivi^vplncei. lih^int la sec-, a 3.1 tpisck ni possibLa 
atifrl al j|.i amsy plaoss is ilie rjpi^t psrxit ns !ind j,i AlL'i w.shet. MtiTcDvrE I ^anL !o 
!.„n^e i(Lt«^ 1 y l-.-jfidTipfe if s^rirEtiiiK pErsoai [Ji-ilf hufiiur Rcll’-rwped; 
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bill'*:!:, .r.:id ^iihit^LjE ;!:»> irtctrflrtrvs, r'ci^f-mric'ij itiSRi; ;3r u^atiLuJi frufn a^iy £:^r:‘lci. 

A^n^.r I vi^rjn'i 12 kc^p iht * liur Jei; pf iii^ras^Jy" on iibns. I 3 in'.o E-a work Tji a 

UOiiEiV Nh cvj iriilD^jsv iuid c-: r.*^;iFr 4 j£Jti la^nii I • t:rt scccr Apirt ^ Li; iitrigjlil I p* iiiL^hitpi», 
l-Airpiiliii i\ [i" cleLilurA nn^l qwirr^^s ovrr 'Hczouniis I tm c-OKi-fiiMe;! (,ci psijiihlisii thit-t ht 
rour c-rJT*nl«a:h“in 5 L em kcdrpiii^: m^a’jtics SEpjTiUc irLd by Ei^iiirg icps'are t 

nm ir^.'ir^ ra ^e! fMTids ^orLE.niic my ■l■nri^MJt lium^siliiiTmi^ liL-j, J tfii-'f fis dtsire 
frr BTiy rhrilf nr f^Tsit Tltc; \ nh 1 !. enT:'isgj! dor rrt. 


Msn.y rh;Iaiillifopi5t& an-;! cKariiabIs Mrsor^f ar-f il,”L3snniJs qT w^lfcaul 

I iI;ti 5 hiiV re-ii^iptSr I hi 4 vc iiif Tc<:in>lt of sulIj cmili iku^iuuk -- In rr )“ fiioofd- \ 

tljvfc iLO liCiTi im rnfm In _l'= 1 it^lC:ti tLi^iilcrcd, \nkt jv"rpsihaiiGn 10 C0ilJ^c!| 

tVndi or :o leiDaiiVJ. T Lavs lo aive fiicy ixjc ancouDC osilv tut io eLt« 

sa(i«riiL;livn Ccr nnyscif 1 11 m kcaping .-iiTd ^c^lL ng riis^Blrallnsii fif [^rr^uiiliii^OEll nr.d 

KMijlJJinifil /or ri‘i‘);,et:E;c^f!i ijf fusn^Js^ T linvc tMiEv tu Ehc ZlBfTie fif AllaJi e;li[ 

TO E-peitd in sl'p Al!jii4. if an.yh^df ^’ill tin in ijENe mt in aay kind o'" liip.p] 

\FCb ll'Xrt, bfltia - A-rih^ T wi!i b? rcc^dy tn collect IdtiJn vvitTOJi: rrotipEs ra 

p^rv? my untappy brtctcrpi cot soo^M-hir ‘rnijn&r^plhp li A. SiiUftF Echj, Piayjrtir ft an 

O'r ci 7 li»n-CpO?i. 


Under thiy.4ifl driiuiiiEl^iirBS 
EliSrKA 

HE auEt r3n>ifLiil 

o 

♦ 

fl3 Ratlin3 A9.iai.JldiNr. 

Biunhin Ci>fp^- 

lUrul^^m rriEiifidli^. KaiiitIlI Jl 

Plioae s 2? 


ir 

G\ !£XfMl|\nrt mi^L^L 
A OF USKA ItU) fill.ALA 


A. Sattak com. 


r4ott: liflrlvj- In l!i(.ulriu [iiL^lie E|i[iL'nl fnr L-goIrl^hiilioDi, dG Sii^l lirlcfTe 

appmartiliti: IniHi-iil^iBts Tiir I'liwd Tf JnytoHl? Iin* tIEgbttac ditubi I’^g^rdlDE imr itrvii^ or 
it!K««nSii lUrn li« tuEv !w nv pcrE«ainl]v (ft crLI tq Ui Jifs^uic to jju ant aiG'e ciitib pad 

cvrrv ilctzilL 

OTte fidnji; i:;i3y lie hoifitl, 1 Eim not Hd an|d. but mcicyv n bN^nsn Licl;ir. E^^^3r5 

STt dcirii; Ly 1NB fliii-cOa WJik I'Pirf J edltiil lliersi, is fiho eleur Ec ycib si lunli^kE 

k:iil 1 ro“agLi a^aLr'i^: aiany dliilcULlci. and Ui fulnri ifia I vM iroa?lr.HC to do tl’« pn.rn#t 

Tkis fed Elioubl Iw nc-icj l!mr it not ctity lo SL-^inc: gnod fop piibert, and jf 
imifeTiily tuny cki* wins gciod for Lc ^l!m^llIla fret i^F nny diflcculay then 

U :ri-J3l tH 2 p^uniEcI ys a n:iradc. 
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FUTURE PROGRAMME 


We have decided to estfibEis^an OLD 
PERSONS HOME in the near faturi Inslsa-Ailali, 
\n provide succour and sheltetto such poor old, 
infirm, disabled, abandoned, sich and imbecile 


"P 


wide earth 


g persons who haire no (itace to go on this wi 

i 

M k large ptac# would be purchased for this 


purpose. Naturally this huge project require 


m 
m 

|| large sums of money and we hope thai our 
m 

phtlanthropic persons would contribute whole 

ii 

R hearledly for this humanitarian porject. 
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THE MEMON COMMUNITY 


Mriulariti Abus S&ttaf FdhL lo the Me[:':ai*j 

toniti^uiiity. Tjiis cotiiTtjLinity h.i!is p-'oclLiced history^ 
mn.<mg icwels of personalitiej? tn almost every field 
social aind public sei-’.Mije, education, religion, 
trade and industry, jourrialism ar.d pglilios, iviaular.a 
.Abdus batLar Edhi, who has earned hjmseli' world¬ 
wide respect by devoting himself to hurr-atnUridri 
service is ajso one such jewels This chapter, wriicii 
Vi*,!!! eniigh.Len iny readers cm tne schicvernents of 
other illustrious members of tVie Mecton coinmunitv, 
will be interestijig reading,. 



About five hundred yeai‘s 
families oi the Lohana commi^tyA 


sever hundred 
scttlE^d in Sind 
and embractid Islam at the hahcl of Hazrat Pir Syed 
^uusLifuddin Qadri, a dir^^P* descendant of the sub 
-continent's great sufi ^^^t Hazrat Ghous-uI-Azam 
Shaikh Mohyuddm' Jiiani (Rehniat Allah 

A.laih-i-), These cq^^erts were given the surrEarne 

which in -^c course of time degenerated 
to 'Memon'' . A 
Community 


d tnat Is th^ surname which this 


las 


At the time they eajbraced Islam, the ancestral 
homes of the Memons were situated around Thatta, 
Hala and some neighbouring areas. The ^^emons 
later migrated from Sind to the Kutch. Kathiawar 
and Gujrat areas. While those that stayed behind 
Came to be known agi'Sindhi Memons-. the settlers 
of Kutch arc even today called' Kutchi Memons, 
those of Kathiaw^ar are known as Halai Memans, 
and the Giijrat settlers arc dislinguishod as the 
Tharadi Memons. 


3a SIC ally, the Mentioris vs^crc; traders and sgri- 
culturUts. However, membors of the Sindhi Memon 
community also took up the weaving and the teaching 
professions beside® trade .sind agriculture. 
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The nineteenth century saw the Memons spread 
to every nook and crarsny of the sub-continent. 
.At the beginning of the twentieth century .Memons 
cciLdd be found in such far-iTung areas as the 
Viaiabnr Aiadras, Berai% and Bengal in the 

suh-cyntiner.L. And even beyond that-in Sri Lanka 

(ih e n k n o’lV n. as C e yio n). B u i- c] a ^ a lay s ia {t he n , 
ViaJaya), IndoiiCiaia, and even Africa. They went 
s very where &s tracers and time saw them established 
as ti’adei’s, industnalists anu, Ln general, a very 

rich tQ-'.iTjuniL-y , 


The winning qualities of this God-fearing com¬ 
munity were truth and honesty. They proved them- 
KCivGs by word and deed which inspired confidence. 

Their word came to he a guarantee for^eals worth 
millions. And It is so even today. 


The MsiriOtj comnmnitv's basi 


ethical and God-Bcaring mado^it 


i'Jil 


L^ialities of being 
trustworthy, 
they first built 
a mosque 
its needs 


Wherever they went for business 

there the House of God- tfe^ Ma&jid. U 

was already there, they^^^jld cater to 
first. ^4 

The Memori$ constructed a very' large 

number of OiOaqi 4 ^|^n the Iodo-Pakistan sub-conti¬ 
nent as well as Vhe other countries they settled 
in. ParticularLv notable among them are the Zakaria 
Masjid of Calcutta, the Minara Mas]id of Bombay, 
the Mem.on Masjid of Karachi, the Bait-ul-Mukarrani 
Masjid ol Dhaka (Bangladesh) , the Masjid in Kobe 
(Japan), and the Jama Masjid of Durban (South 
Africa). 


In the present times as ever before, the Memon 
community has undertaken lots of humanitarian pro¬ 
jects, They range in nature from the educational 
and medical to the social, cultural, welfare, and 
religious institutions. Caste or creed arc no bar 
for the beneficiaries. These projects, es-tablised 
not only in the sub-continent but in foreign lands, 
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too, arc a living testimony to the patriotism, religi¬ 
ous fervour and, above ail, God-fearing biimanitE:.- 
nanisrfj of the Merjon caminunity, It would be ptir- 
fectly justifiable to say that in the world uf today 
this is one comnjunity which has emphatically dis¬ 
played and proved its adherence to the laudable 
obtcctives of niaintairhng the strength of character, 
subscribinc to the principle of social justice, and 
servdt-g huriianiiy al large, 


This ccimparatively small coTnmunity has a back¬ 
ground of unforgettable achie vements. While, on 


the one side, the Memons have been ac know led ged 


as one of the leadjing communities in the field of 
trade and industr'y , they have also tiisttri gal shed 
themselves in the suheres of politics, religion, so- 
ciaL service, and litGrature. 


O' 


The Me mo ns have contn^fetited heavily to the 
enrichnnent and propagati^^ of Uteraturn in the 
Urdu, Ar^sbicj English, ^fi^jrati and Siodhi iangu- 
ages. 


Maulana Mohaih^d Jimagadhi was the first to 
render TalseerQTbn-e-Kaaesr and Khutbaat-e- 
Mohammadi in Maulana Yaqoob Ha^ian, a Memon 

joumalist wh^^’as in the vanguard of the indepen¬ 
dence movement, wrote Kilab-ul-Huda, a tafseer 
of the Holy Qur'an in Urdu. 


besides reiigious literature, the list of Memon 
contributors to other branches of Urdu Literature, 
like the short Story, the novel, poetry and journal¬ 
ism also includes the names of such illustHous women 
as Sultana Mehr of Karaclu and Mumta 2 MikhaL of 
Bombay, Mumtaa Erum Hussain has written "Asas- 
e-Ta'lee[n'^ a book for the students of the B.A. 
and M ,A. classes according to the current syUabus 
of the Karachi University* 


Professor Abdul Amia Memon, a scholar of Ara¬ 
bic who is well known throughout the Arab world 
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''Al , has aathored rcticrarcn works in 

Arabic which have bccomf.; part or thf^ preBcribec 
c ‘j r ric uJ. i i n t h g A I'a b -r- oi-i n t riea . The Go vor n nrif?r. t 
of Pakistan award^^ti, m 1965 the rncclal ui Frida 
tJi Pcirformance to Pr-jfcjjSO'r i^bdai Piziz ("Ai 

the 


iViti n i ') Mg mo n I n r p c og n t L kj r. o i 
Ai’iibic lariguajic. 


ill.':? stir vices lD 


In the Gujrati language. Yousuf AbdiF; Ghani 
Mar via phiyad a distinctha^ role as a journalist m 

awakenir.ti the Mtisilni njisiscs qt hathiawsr nrjd dLi~ 

ring the Pakistriii Movement, Ai that time he was 
ppohlishing the weekly "Mujahid" Irnni Jutiagadh clly 
(Kathiawar). His wrutings for the Pakistan Movcliig^ 
rA made a tremendous impact on the Muslims of 
Kathiawar, When India anroxsd Junagadh, he was 
sentoritiid ly three years of irirjrisonmy'Ct, 

P 

Another Meraoji journaiist and ^nevtiUst, Noor 
Mohammad Jamal Noor has vvrittwWeOLit 20 Guirati 
nsivels based on the Muslim themes. He also 

served tor a ruunber ol Fditor of Pawn 

(CujraLL) and the daily (Gujrati) of Kara- 

ctii. Y'ausu; Mnh.rLniinadi 5^'^ Kditor of Pawn i,Gajra¬ 
ti ] . Ir. 19b5 he becamd^^e Genera] Maria^efr of the 
Urdu daily Anjcim" •«^rid from I'KiH '.o-date he has 
been worktr.jg a,s^^^Busines& Mansigcr of the Eng¬ 
lish. daily "'BLisindtfA RGCordcir'. 

The cost or of Mcinon iournalists and men of 
letters iricludes, hesides, such name^ as Mohammad 
Usman Shabnam, Umcr Abdor Ralimi-in , All Mtiharrimad 
Piranij MoKaitirnad Siddic Fola:u, Ilyas (Jadit, Kam- 
lanir Hahih LakhanE» Noor Mohammad Golibarj Adam 
N'oor and I jin phnrajwl. 


On the side of Siiidhi literature + soitie of the 
shining examples of Memon contritaution are, tor 
instance^ Mohammad l/sman DipLai, an author anti 
journalisl who wrote more than a hundred and fifty 
books on subjects ranging from religion, history, 
and politics to psychology, Unguis tics, ethics, phy- 
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sks and a nurubier oi other diverse topics. The 
Sindhi daily "SbraL”, ro'anded by Diplai. is eyen 
Locav y lareely circuifitcd dedly newspaper of Sir.a. 
Si'^’aiul Itaq Memnn . svhc beer, the Eg dor ot 

ih; da-ly, the ■>Hil^i-e-Pakistan" - tor a nuni- 

ber ol year^; also has La ids credit -oro than 

lvd.l a doi:en Slncri bouks of a ven*- ^"dgh standard. 
The oa:^e oif Karina Bakhsb Knalid idso netfds no 
u-.troductior, Ik has edlicd Lhc ^Sindhi monthly 
''Haigharr" P-nd the Urdu magazine 'khar". Besides, 
tie' lias di'so authored a nurt^ber of Sinahi books on 
rKBearclied and scholarly subjects, Aiiother 
trious' so^ ul this comfsunity. L)r. Abdul ^klecd 
wnB awarded TaTI:gha-e^^lT^Lia 7 . (I.I.) in iyB 2 
by the Government of Pakistan in recoi^nition ol 
his ^iervices to the Sindhi languj^c. 


❖ 


In the political fi«ld, toc^^he Niemon ccm::^unity 
nn5 been siocond to none, tight from the Irdepcn- 
donce and KhUafat klov051'tots, and all through the 
political awaluining sub-ccmtir.enL’a Muslims 

culminating in the Movement, the intensity 

sf fueling and sh^rity of purpose displayed by 
ihe Memon corruptfinity is writ iarj^e in the history 
of the sub-cqnHhent. Indeed, some of the gestures 
of sinceritymembers of this community had be¬ 
come legela<i in their own 1 iietime. 


As tiie Pi’esidont of the All"'*Tidia Gcntr?,] Khila 
fat Committee, .Mian -Tan Mohammad Chhetani render¬ 
ed priceless services selflessly. A number 01 Memon 
stalwarts including leaders like dmer Sudani and 
Yaqub Hasan were in the forefront of the indepen¬ 
dence Movement. 


Again, the Mumon community’s contribution to 
factors leading to the establishment of Pakistan is 
very significant. During B-he Pakistan Movement, 
Qtjaid-c-Azam's heutenants included such celebrities 
as Sir Abdullah Haroon, Haji Abdus Sattar Seth, 
Sir Adamjee, Haji Omer Matcheswala and Usman 
Esabhai Mcraon. Under the guidance of these tea- 
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ders, Lhs; Morror; conifniirky took a lyadlny piU’l in 
tfie i’akjslaife Movomcnt* It was this fad or th il 
prompted the yuaid-c-Azacr: tu deciate* jt, 19 ’^. 
in Cjikulta that the demons v»’ere a froot-rankiny 
communUy of cojrageons and imaginative Lraderii 
\vho k:ie\v the clifi’erer.Cc between proi'it and ujse, 
'fhat th<jrc v^;tsi ^n iiwakening it: "hat commui:tly 
and :l had interestedly started lo partic:ipat(' in 
polittcs. fic Said it was a happy anyury that that 
community had declared its siup|>ort for the Musllnr: 
League^ liecausc of that, he added, he was cn-rri- 
dent that" the prograuime he had adopted foi'MuslimK 
would benefit tliern. 


After the estRbUshfreiit of Pakistan, the Mcmem 
corn muni ly continued to serve ^.his new MusIiTn coun¬ 
try, Yus’Ji Maroon served as the Chief J^nister of 
,Sinrf, His younger bi'oihtijr, M.-ihmood^-^tarouu has 
served fii'st as Mirsitcr for Food anCftater as the 
ii-iinisier for Interior in the Csntrai^feaEiinnt , 

Zakaria Kamclar has he portfolio i%i th« 

Centre as the Minister forC^j Affairs. Ghulam 
^‘abi Meinon was Minister for Law. 

And Ashraf Tabarii ha sl been Si ml's Minister for 
FI nance, E vc n a t that.^ rose nt l ime, A shra f W. 
Tabard is servinc che^pirovince of Sind as its Cover- 
nor, 2ain Nooranb^as for quite some time been 
serving this ccjuinlry as its Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. Haji iUnif Tayyeb, who was previo¬ 
usly the Minister for Labour and Overseas Pakis¬ 
tanis, is currently serving as the Federal Minister 
for Works and Housing. And Zakaria Karndar is 
presently serving as Prime Minister Mohammad Khan 
.lunejo^s Advisor for Haj Affairs, 

Even ia Bharat, a Memon, Babu BHai Supari- 
wala is the Minister for Supply in the state of 
Gujrat. 

The Mcffiton commurtity has also contributed 
Its mite to thq cause of spreading education among 
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thi" ^3us 1.im masstSi. al the sub-i^cntinoni. About a 
h.iniJjocl vtinrs backj Hossunjiiy Krftindi MCiiiOf’.: fouri" 
dccl tJ.K Sir:tl Al:.5dro3s>ah"tul"!slam zoi' iJici ci<T5t“i?ss 


pu rpose 
wai!f r’lis 
imparting 


educating r:.j Muslim youth. And it 
1II:sLjiu.-.ioti Lhst hs.3 the -ignal noiiput’ u; 
his eiii-ly cjjcrildor: Lu the Quaid-e-A, 


’A' 51 e IT ih e fvf li 3 (im U n i v lir^iit v 


oi 


A - 


iigarh 


intindod, iVlusliiTis irojTi all over UuP., Punjab a, nd 


some lit her prov iticefj ol I nd La contributed generous¬ 
ly to gene rale Lhr mnch-r.c-oded funds t.o rui: ;i. 


Tre Mcrr-uns of Bomboy, GuJrat, K nthiawar =.snd Bur¬ 
ma were not to lag behind in Ihis w or thy cause. 
They funded ir. to the tune of several lacs' of 


riLpees. 


The Memqii commucisty been behind the 

establishment ol numeroiu^ ^'imary and secondary 
■schooU, L-olieges, ho3pi|j^ll :ind orplianages. As 
early as 19]i;i, Sir Vu&jj:f^4labii5liec the sub-conti- 

nent'3 first marine ^^sege - the "\’autica| and 

Technical lusUlute"C^ Nhava Island near Bom¬ 
bay . Ih.en, in 1^30 tne lornail 1 ilousu.£ Gollogg was 
founded in A^dheri, a suburb of Bomi^ayT Even 
before that, 192(1, the lUji Sabu Siddiq Technical 
Boys Sena s established in Bombay proper 

Aftei-^the Kstablishmcr.t o| Fakislan, the Adrini- 
i_ee tamily tunded the establishmeoL of the Adainjee 
Science College* A few years later, a Rt. 5D lakh^ 
grant from xhe Dawood faTtiily resulted ir the estab' 
lishment of Da wood College of Engineering ard 
reclyjolagy. The foundation stones of both these 
institutions ^of learning were kid at the hands nf 
thG late Fl&Jd Marshal Moiiammad Ayub Khan. The 
year 1963 saw the e^Ubli-shment of AbduHah Haroon 
College With funds donated by the Abdullah 1-Jaroon 
Association. lo 1965 the Aypsha Bawani Trust eetah- 
fished a college called the Ayesha Bawani Academy, 
During the same year, the Pakistan Memon Women's 
EdLiLatiOj.ial tSociety went for the establishment of 
the Raunaq-e-fsfam Girls College. In 1976, the Kus- 
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s^iin K bra him Foundation's grant of Rs,5D lakhs 
fiTacJe possible the ostabiishment oi the Hus'^iin 
Ebratiifr!. Jarnal Post-Graduate InstUate of Che-TTidstry 
aL the Karachi University. 

Oclore Ihu educational insliti]Lions were natio- 
rialsj:ed, it: 1972, 9\ schcots were rurtniuii under 

tin? admir,istration of the Memor, community. After 
the donaLicinnlibation of acltools, in 19S4* the Memon 
comn-unity is ad minis temng 70 schools and thus 
serving the cause of ed'.Jcation, 

The medical institutions and heallh facililies 
that stand to the credit of the Miemon coitiirjiinity 
include, among others; 

I). Fatima Bano Hospital \ Bombay |jQ^^ar hloKpital 
(i^iombay); 3j. Haji Ismail Hospi|,|Ll^or Vk'omen and 
Children J Bangalure) ; 4). Ghoiusla Hospital ( Bang¬ 
alore); 5), h’aqeer Mohamro^!^' Hospital (Ootac- 
aaiond); 6). Jar.oo Ha&san^^p^pital (Dharajif Bha¬ 
rat); 7), Memon Hofspitar‘V^yderabaci, S:nd); B). 
Bantva Mcmoii Hospital f^lirachi); 9), Cure Centre 
Hospital fSnkkur); dill). Rajkot. Memon Hospital 
(Karachi);: and Khidm^it CoinmiteG Da- 

wakhana (Karacty. 4 ^^ 

The orphanages established by the Merr.on com- 
munity include; 

1). Jakarta Patel Orphanage (Bombay); 3). Dadar 
Orphanage (Bombay), 3}. Kutchi Memon Orphanage 
I,Bombay); 4). Abdi.dlah Da^^'ood Orphanage (lor 
□ iris) (Bombay); 5). Abdullah Haroon Orphanage 
(Karachi); 6). Hyssalni Orphanage (Karachi); 7). 
Safuora Bai Memon Girls Boarding House (Karachi); 
8). Edhi Mohtaj Khana (for Muslims and Kon-Mus- 
limsj . 

In 19B2, the well-known industrialist, Mr, 
Ghulam Mohammad Fccto, donated Rs.50 lacs for 
the GStablishmertt of a polytechnic instituLe in La¬ 
hore. 
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Personalities trom the Memcin com.T(iiLr.i;y have 
fame and 'i‘E?spect both within Pakistan and 
abroad for their notable eentribuLinna lo the tDOcial 
and philanthropic fields. Seth Ahmed Da wood 
decoratHL-l with Hiital-e -PaJvistar., by the Go^^eriiment 
of Palcistar:, for his scjctal and educational services. 
Sitara-e-Khidiiiis L v,'d&. avvardud to Mri MoEiain-iad 
All Kangoonwala who served tf’-ti bn^iness community 
for ten years as President of federation of Paksitai'j 
Chambers'oF Commerco & Industry. Mr. Kasim Da.da^ 
i^'ho was also the District Governor of P.otary Inter* 
ijatignal for a long time, was honoured with Sitara- 
e-Khrclnv-t. Haji;ir.i Khadija Bai was awarded several 
medals in recognition of her services to the cause 
of educaiiun. E-Iajl Vlohri!T.rnad SidfilLq PolarjiT who 
was associated with tho Bautva Motion Association 
for about 21j yeprs was, in 1978^ the; Chairman, 

of Ebrahim Alibhai Ch.aritS^hle TtjpiAl-. Prominfirit in- 
dii.stfialist, Mr. Abdullah Dadabboy, who has earned 
himsolf a place of honour his c-antributiariis Lu 

Lbe social and public weifstre fields presently holds 
Che prestigious office cf General Secretary Motamar 
-t;-Atam-e-lslanii. Mr.A^bdul Jabbar Khamisani, woil 
known businesainiarL^hd e>:-Prt!.sidant of tbo Cham¬ 
ber of CommerceIndustry was, in 1964, nomina* 
by th$ Gw|s;ii^nmi2rit as a rtjemher of the Sind 
Council. Mr.'N^Ji.med E^.ii. Jaffer has been tho Chair¬ 
man of l^akistan Islamic Council for [ntemational 
Affairs, The late Mr. Abdul Sattar Tell Pakoiawala 
extended his fullest cooperation for the settlement 
of the egrrimunlty in Karachi. Haji Aisis Kayan 
njade significant contrlbutiojis to the fields of settlc- 
ment and public welfare. Mr. Noor Mohammad Llroos- 
wala is serving the public by being associated slmul- 
tancously with several social service organiaations. 
Mr. Mohammad Hussain Mehnati has been ttie Chair¬ 
man of the Finance Committee of the Karachi Metro¬ 
politan Corporation. Mr Abdul Ghaffar TgIL is also 
serving people from the platform of Rotary Interna¬ 
tiona L Mr. Ashraf Walimoharamad Tabani, who has 
also been Chairman of the Fisheries Board, the 
Cotton Board, and the industrial DeveJopmeal bank 
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of Pakistan, is presently serving as the Governor 
oi Sind. Another prominent member of the communi¬ 
ty, Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Lakhans 19SJ, a 

contribution of RsiJiO lacs to the Aga Khan .Medical 
University. And it is still fresh in our memories 
that during the 1.965 war, the Memon community 
had contributed Rs. 2 crores to the Defence Fund. 
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24 HOURS AMBULANCE SERVICE 

emergency centres 

IN KARACHI AWCI PAKISTAN 


1. 

Vutnad[ir 

22 52 25 

22 64 42 

7 

Mo 53. Liiie 

74 49 44 

tJ * 


74 48 64 

3. 

Kharatlar 

22 IG 37 

4. 

Ed hi ilome 

&a 34 32 

Sohrah Goth 

67 44 8? 

b . 

North Karachi 

.cP 

bb 45 a? 
65 ]6 63 

6- 

7. 

Naiimabad 

Qasba 

61 18 11 

bi 82 ns 

8. 

xy 

Koran 

LaTidf\^> 

MaJW 

31 19 10 

9. 


10. 


11. 

Drig Colony 


12.. 

B a had VI r Abaci 

42 33- 34 

13. 

Clifton 

53 99 22 

14. 

Kemaxd 


15. 

Civil Hospital 


16. 

Jannah Hospital 


17. 

Abbasi Shatied felo-spitai, 
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IS. 

Jacob Lice 


19. 

Ma n ora. 

■r 


ZO. 

Hub Chowki 


ZL. 

Guro y,an.dar 


ll. 

tslaETiabad - H, Pincii 

SZ 7R 44 


Pesh£n,va.r 

6 4 5 7 5 

24 . 

11 yderabad 

2 5 8 2 2 

25, 

Moro 


36. 

Sukkur 

S 5 7 1 1 

27. 

23, 

1 

Sibbi 

n >P^ 

Quetta 

S 5 7 ? 9 

7 2 4 9 7 

29, 

Muhg^ 

3 1 2 4 B 

30. 

Yar Khan 


31.. 

Sahi\SL>al 


33, 

Lahore 

41 71 36 

41 71 76 

1 

33. 

Jhclum 


34. 

Mir Pur Khas 

2 4 14 

35,' 

Thalta 

+ 

3 1 0 

36, 

Larkana 


37, 

Dadu 



Paisalabad 
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]r Ihe iield of ar-id hiJiniaruliir un Uk EdNj 

Is pprh^ps the lirist e^ldbJishrre-^t w^hose budget has jncreaped tpn the 
tirripis in 13 VeaM^4y|thoyt jjiv pa#_qf Irciini tlje Gov^rrment, 


com 


\ AbflUS Sailer EdhL ii^'as born an 2Sth Detembisr, 1932, iri bir ^va, i 
■v'jlJage In ■Gvirslf hidia. Engaged himaeif In rdguLar Sdt'jal sefvu'e in I 
From. J 9 -*r '5 to 197 ^ wOfked W/ilh dJlferen* orsiainj^gtiar.a like EanlvaMeMion 
Seva Sa^niii, Baniva VoJunteer Corps, Young Muslin iaTion, iMacjr.ah 

VCeliare AssociatlcMi Macinah Trusi etc* 




!r. ISH set ^Lip hiS oV'ti dlspcnaary giidur Banrva Volunteer Ctrps, 
hOLght his Eirsl. Arnijjiante Van in J9S3 i'or Rs..: ^,4D0/’ and learned driving 
in I960- In 156fe'Harried tMtqees who irainee if; his dispensary* 

Founded E-cJtii Weljare Centre on 25th %^Tib£!r. Edhi TruEi was 

estabhsiicd by h.n u-’jih a (unc of Rsi^|l',0&[i/'- onJy. Today its Annus, 
Budget ria-s touched the figure ol ^O^lllToti Rupees. 

i h‘aulana Jis'es s very vtmple'*0e, Mje breakU st csinsists of Jpft-ovtir 
IimJ of bread baked one dey cArlJt/- F'^r years hjs dress has been Kgria 
snd Pyjjind nrsde of gr^y <Iot| 1. Never at any fme hus he possc-ssied rriofc 
than two such pa-rs, A paif, chappafs Tade ol plastic msierioJ covers 
hii lee: and it is changed ^ifver a year and s hsil wlien i t buj^lm Id ^»ye 
out. For the past ^*'3 he has beer, using one cl ihr wooden benrhes 

in his dispensary to sJftelp on. 

'As a meTiber oi Majli^-ir-fvJ'ioord (Fcceral Legislature Counv.!), lie 
used the privileges cf & V.I.P.. nor posed as .sun* He chargee ric 
altiowaT.ee or daily allciwa-it:t: lor attending its ini?i-‘ijngs anc 
aveJied in -second clsti& (lower c-ass) Ra, way rcrnparimeft. He 
.stayed in a hotel where the rooin larjli was only Rg. 13,^-a day. He wculd 
iravel by public buses to-fio to the Asserrbly Kal-* 

Never ir his years of socia: scrvii'c Itas he ptn-ocked any doer lor 
dana'-ian.s. During the lasting rnortth of RarriaEan, people stajnd ir a r^ueue 
waiting for their turn to give donaiioAs. 

He IS the first jodiviPLiuJ oi the V^usllm World wh^^ hos 
{prescfibed bath) with his own haTd.s to about 20,0f]0 
bodies and arranged their bdrial, Edhj Tru5i new.has a fleet 
larcoE V'an -3 attached :o 2^1'Centres It Karachi arid ID L-e;'tfes 
cities of f’akistan. .About ZjDOG uinciaimed or uhanfioned children, 
find ci, 5 abled or distretEed men and wonen arc ludgec m Lclu 
where they are trd anc clothed arifJ givern rrupdical care -- .ill without any 
edtarge. His wi(r, Rilqo’^Sr a^sista oiT^ *0 most of h.s sdcjdl work. 

T r Ls: 

thcu-na'-.d 


CHlJbl. 
dead 
arnbu- 
n otner 
erpnans 
Cc tres 

































